PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

STANDALONE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
E03 .D.1 .1 .1

40. Read the sentence.
On Saturday we thought the grass looked really tall.
Which word describes the grass?
A.thought
B.looked
C.really
* D.tall
663090

Students are asked to analyze the sentence to determine which word describes the grass. Students need
to understand the way each word functions in the sentence and determine which word functions as an
adjective of “grass.” Option A, “thought,” and Option B, “looked,” both function as verbs in the sentence.
Option C, “really,” functions as an adverb in the sentence. Option D, “tall,” is the correct answer because it
functions as an adjective and describes the grass.

E03 .D.1 .1 .1

41. Read the sentence.
The playful kitten quickly jumped on the ball of string.
Which underlined word is being used as a noun in the sentence?
A.playful
B.quickly
C.jumped
* D.string
742107

The student is asked to identify which word is used as a noun. Option A, “playful,” is an adjective modifying
“kitten.” Option B, “quickly,” is an adverb modifying “jumped.” Option C, “jumped,” is the verb in the sentence.
Option D, “string,” is used as a noun and therefore is the correct answer.
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42. Which underlined word should be changed to correct the mistake?
A.Bill welcomed the visitors to his school.
B.Ann found two pennies lying on the floor.
C.The musician owned two guitars and three banjos.
* D.We put on our coats and scarfs before going outside.
742114

The student is asked to identify which underlined plural noun is spelled incorrectly. In Option A, “visitors”
is the correct way to spell the plural of visitor. In Option B, “pennies” is the correct way to spell the plural
of penny. In Option C, “banjos” is the correct way to spell the plural of banjo. In Option D, “scarfs” is not the
correct way to spell the plural of scarf, and therefore, Option D is the correct answer.

E03 .D.1 .1 .3

43. Read the sentence.
We listened as Mary explained her _______ about how long we should
practice for the program.
Which word best completes the sentence?
A.liberty
B.mood
* C.opinion

D.opportunity
663091

Students are asked to review each answer option to determine which word correctly completes the sentence.
Students may think that Options A, B, and D are possible answers because they are nouns that could be
placed in the sentence as a direct object; however, none of the options complete a sentence in a way that
makes sense. Option C is the correct answer because it is the only option that, when added, completes a
sentence that makes sense.
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44. Read the sentences.
It began to rain just as we got to my friend’s house. When we ringed the
doorbell, my friend came to the door right away to make sure we did not
get wet.
Which underlined word should be changed to correct a mistake?
A.began
B.got
* C.ringed

D.came
663132

Students are asked to review each underlined verb to determine which has been formed incorrectly. Students
need to understand how to form and use irregular verbs. Each option is an irregular verb, and one is used
incorrectly. For Option A, students must determine whether “began” is the correct form of the verb to begin in
the context of this sentence. Students who are not proficient in this skill may think “began” should be begun.
Similarly, some students may think Option B, “got,” is the incorrectly formed verb and that it should be get
or gotten. Others may think Option D, “came,” should be come. However, options A, B, and D represent the
correct verb form. Option C is the correct answer because “ringed” is not the past-tense form of the verb to
ring. This irregular verb should be written as rang.
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45. Read the paragraph.
A frog lives in my neighbor’s pond. Yesterday I watched it jump into the
water. It made a small splash. Tomorrow I take my brother to the pond to
show him the frog.
Which underlined verb should be changed to correct the mistake in verb tense?
A.lives
B.watched
C.made
* D.take
742115

The student is asked to determine which simple-tense verb is used incorrectly in the paragraph. Option A,
“lives,” is used to correctly express an action or condition in present time and is therefore not the correct
answer. Option B, “watched,” is used to correctly express an action in past time (“Yesterday”) and is therefore
not the correct answer. Option C, “made,” is used correctly to express an action in past time (this action also
took place “Yesterday”) and is therefore not the correct answer. Option D, “take,” is incorrectly used to express
an action in future time (“tomorrow”) and is therefore the correct answer.
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46. Read the sentence.
Dave and John was told that they could bring their new books
1

2

3

to class with them.
4

Which part of the sentence has a mistake?
* A.part 1

B.part 2
C.part 3
D.part 4
657279

Students are asked to analyze the sentence to determine which part of the sentence contains an error.
Students need to know to look for errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, or usage. Students
may think Option B, part 2 of the sentence, contains an error in pronoun-antecedent agreement. Others may
think Option C, part 3 of the sentence, contains a usage error (their/there and new/knew). Some students may
think Option D, part 4 of the sentence, contains an error in pronoun-antecedent agreement. Option A, part 1
of the sentence, is the correct answer because it contains an error in subject-verb agreement (“was” should be
were).
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47. Read the sentence.
She was able to wake up __________ than the rest of the children.
Which word or words correctly complete the sentence?
* A.earlier

B.earliest
C.more earlier
D.most earliest
663084

Students are asked to review the answer options to determine the word or words that correctly complete
the sentence. Students need to know how to form and use comparative and superlative adverbs. Option B is
a superlative adverb that would not correctly complete the sentence. Option C shows an incorrect use of a
comparative adverb. Option D shows an incorrect use of a superlative adverb. Option A is the correct answer
because the comparative adverb correctly completes the sentence.

E03 .D.1 .1 .8

48. Read the sentence.
It just started raining, _____ we can’t go outside to play.
Which word correctly completes the sentence?
A.or
* B.so

C.but
D.for
663085

Students are asked to determine the coordinating conjunction that correctly completes the sentence.
Options A, C, and D do not correctly complete the sentence. In these cases, the conjunctions “or,” “but,” and
“for” do not connect the two clauses in a way that reflects their logical relationship. Option B, “so,” is the
correct answer because it correctly connects the ideas in the sentence by suggesting that the group the
narrator is a part of cannot play outside because of the rain.
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49. Read the information.
I love my pet puppy Peanut.
Peanut sometimes worries me.
Choose the correct way to write the information as a compound sentence.
A.Although I love my pet puppy Peanut, sometimes she worries me.
B.Because she sometimes worries me, I love my pet puppy Peanut.
* C.I love my pet puppy Peanut, but sometimes she worries me.

D.With all the worry that she causes me, I still love my pet puppy Peanut.
655413

Students are asked to choose the correct way to write the information as a compound sentence. Students
need to analyze each answer option to determine which option demonstrates the correct way to write
the information as a compound sentence. Both Options A and D correctly write the information, but both
options are examples of complex sentences because they contain dependent clauses that precede, in these
examples, independent clauses. Option D, while being a correct way to write the information, is an example
of a simple sentence. Option C is the only option that demonstrates the correct way to write the information
as a compound sentence.

E03 .D.1 .2 .1

50. Which sentence has a mistake in capitalization?
A.We enjoyed reading the play If You Give a Mouse a Cookie.
B.Our class loudly sang the song “It’s a Small World” at the show.
C.My favorite chapter in the book is called “First Day of Spring.”
* D.I read the book Two little Trains three times already today.
663086

Students are asked to analyze each sentence to identify which option contains a capitalization error. Students
need to know how to apply capitalization appropriately. For Option A, students need to know how to
correctly capitalize words in a title of a play. Option B requires that students know how to capitalize words
in a title of a song, and for Option C students need to know how to capitalize words in the title of a chapter
of a book. The titles in Options A, B, and C are correctly capitalized and correctly leave the article “a” and the
preposition “of” lowercase. Option D is the correct answer because the word “little” in the book title should be
capitalized.
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51. Which sentence uses commas correctly?
A.I live at 500 Grant Avenue, Harrisburg Pennsylvania.
B.My friend lives at 2020, South River Street, Erie Pennsylvania.
C.I must travel to 124 North Center Street Johnstown, Pennsylvania.
* D.She works at 6226 West Forest Road, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
654288

Students are asked to analyze each sentence to determine which sentence correctly uses commas. Students
need to know how to use commas in an address. Option A is missing a comma between the city and the
state. Option B has an extra comma after “2020” and is also missing a comma between the city and the state.
Option C is missing a comma after “Street.” Option D is the correct answer because it uses commas correctly.
This option has a comma after “Road” and a comma between the city and the state.

E03 .D.1 .2 .3

52. Which sentence is punctuated correctly?
A. He said “My new kitten loves to roll in the grass.”
B. He “said My new kitten loves to roll in the grass.”
* C. He said, “My new kitten loves to roll in the grass.”

D.“He said, My new kitten loves to roll in the grass.”
655092

Students are asked to analyze each option to determine which sentence is correctly punctuated. Students
need to understand how to use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. Option A is missing a comma after
“said.” Option B is missing a comma after “said” and has incorrectly placed the first quotation mark. Option D
has also placed the first quotation mark incorrectly. Option C is the correct answer because the comma and
quotation marks are used correctly.
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53. Which sentence has an apostrophe mistake?
A.All three islands’ beaches are made up of black sand.
B.The captain’s busy crew raised the sails in a hurry.
* C.All the workers’ loaded their tools on the truck.

D.The parade’s first group was a marching band.
663087

Students are asked to analyze each option to determine which sentence has an apostrophe mistake. Students
need to know how to form possessives using apostrophes. Option A uses an apostrophe correctly because
“islands’ ” is plural and shows possession. Options B and D use apostrophes correctly because the words
“captain’s” and “parade’s” are singular and show possession. Option C is the correct answer because the word
“workers’ ” should be plural but not possessive, so it should not have an apostrophe.

E03 .D.1 .2 .5

54. Which underlined word should be changed to correct the spelling mistake?
A.The students walked down the hallway.
B.The rabbit hopped through the meadow.
C.Ann will take her new book home to read.
* D.Mark will raize his hand before speaking.
742602

The student is asked to identify a mistake in spelling. Options A, B, and C are spelled correctly. In Option D, the
letter “z” is used instead of the letter “s” in the word “raize,” and thus the spelling is incorrect.

PSSA Grade 3 ELA Item and Scoring Sampler—September 2015

63

PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E03 .D.1 .2 .5
E03 .D.1 .2 .6

55. Read the sentence.
On Wednesday our neighbor invited us to the school picnik.
Which underlined word in the sentence is spelled wrong?
A.Wednesday
B.neighbor
C.school
* D.picnik
652250

Students are asked to review the underlined words to determine which word is spelled incorrectly. Students
may select Option A if they think “Wednesday” should be spelled Wensday, Wedsday, or Wendsday. Likewise,
students may select Option B if they think “neighbor” should be spelled neibor, neighber, or neihber. Students
may select Option C if they think “school” should be spelled skool, scool, or schule. Option D is the correct
answer because “picnik” should be spelled picnic.
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56. Read the sentences from a story.
(1) Bill decided that drinking a hot cup of cinnamon tea would be a nice way
to get warm. (2) He filled the teapot with cold water and then placed it on
the stove. (3) While he was waiting for the water to boil, he opened the box
of tea and breathed in the scent of cinnamon. (4) Not long after, steam came
out of the teapot noisily.
Choose the most descriptive way to revise sentence 4.
A.Not long after, some steam got out of the teapot very loudly.
* B.Not long after, steam sprayed from the teapot with a loud whistle.

C.Not long after, there was steam and a loud noise from the teapot.
D.Not long after, steam went in the air from the teapot with a loud sound.
742108

The student is asked to choose the most descriptive way to revise a sentence. Option A uses a vague and
imprecise verb, “got out of,” and adds the word “very” to intensify meaning, but the sentence lacks descriptive
detail. Option B, the correct answer, uses a strong verb, “sprayed,” and sensory language, “loud whistle.”
Option C uses vague language: “there was steam and a loud noise.” Option D is longer but not descriptive,
using a vague verb, “went,” and vague noun phrase, “loud sound.”
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57. Read the sentences from a story.
(1) Jessie and her dad built a box for bluebirds. (2) Bluebirds made a nest
inside the box. (3) The baby birds __________.
Choose the most descriptive phrase to complete sentence 3.
* A.chirped loudly

B.were very loud
C.made a lot of noise
D.had some different sounds
742116

The student is asked to select the most descriptive phrase to complete a sentence. Option A is the correct
answer, with the vivid verb “chirped” and the descriptive adverb “loudly.” Option B uses the word “loud” but
has a weak verb, “were.” Option C focuses on the amount of noise, but lacks descriptive detail. Option D uses a
weak verb, “had,” and vague description, “some different sounds.”
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1.

Carla has a list of three numbers.
•
•
•

Carla’s numbers are in order from least to greatest.
The first number in her list has the least tens.
Every number in her list has fewer tens than ones.

Which list of numbers could be Carla’s list?
A.125 146 153
B.127 145 234

does not realize that 153 has fewer ones than tens

*

C.158 176 245

ignores that the second number has more tens than ones

D.168 235 224

does not realize that the numbers are not listed from least to greatest

A-T.1.1.3
A-T.1.1.1

2.

Mrs. Jackson has 47 boxes of crayons.
There are 8 crayons in each box.
To estimate the total number of crayons, she uses the steps shown below.
•
•

round 47 to the nearest ten
multiply the new number by 8

What is Mrs. Jackson’s estimate of the total number of crayons?
A.320
B.400

rounds 47 down to 40

*

C.450

thinks 5 x 8 = 45, not 40

D.580

adds the 8 to 50 and then puts a 0 on the end

656274
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3.

George bought 9 cases of bottled water.
Each case had 18 bottles of water in it.
To estimate the number of bottles of water he bought, George rounded 18 to
the nearest ten and then multiplied that number by 9.
What is George’s estimate of the number of bottles of water he bought?
A.90
B.180

rounds 18 down to 10

*

C.209

rounds correctly but then appends the 9 to the 20

D.290

rounds correctly but then adds the 20 and 9 and puts a 0 on the end

A-T.1.1.3
A-T.1.1.2

4.

Kelly is planting groups of seeds.
She places 4 seeds into each group.
She plants 22 groups of carrot seeds and 38 groups of lettuce seeds.
How many total seeds does Kelly plant?
A.200
B.240

22 + 38 and gets 50, not carrying the 1

*

C.300

thinks 6 x 4 = 30, not 24

D.640

adds 60 and 4 and then appends a 0
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5.

Three students were comparing how many times they each jumped on a
trampoline.
Jorge jumped 345 times.
Keisha jumped 356 times.
LeVar jumped more times than Jorge and fewer times than Keisha.
When each student’s total was rounded to the nearest hundred, Jorge’s total
and LeVar’s total were the same.
Which value could be the number of times LeVar jumped on the trampoline?
A.305
B.347

picks a number that rounds correctly but is not greater than 345

*

C.350

thinks 350 rounds down, not up

D.362

thinks 362 < 356 because of the 2 in the ones place
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6.

The table below shows the number of loaves of bread baked at a bakery
on three days.
Bread Baked
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Loaves Baked
in the Morning

Loaves Baked in
the Afternoon

302
78
410

636
511
316

Which list shows the days in order of total number of loaves of bread baked
from least to greatest?
A.Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

days in week order

B.Tuesday

Monday

Wednesday

morning only

Tuesday

Monday

Wednesday

Monday

C.Wednesday
D.Tuesday

afternoon only

*
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7.

In Sierra’s third-grade class, 3
} of the students are boys.
8
Which number line has a point on the fraction of the students that are
boys?
A

A
0

1
4

1
2

1

3
4

knows 3/8 is less than 1/2 but not able to compare to 1/4

B

B
0

1
4

1
2

3
4

1

3
4

1

*
C

C
0

1
4

1
2

moves 3 tick marks from the wrong end of the number line

D

D
0

1
4

1
2

3
4

1

thinks 3/8 is greater than 3/4 because 8 is greater than 4
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8.

Bill and Cindy ate some pieces from the same pie.
Bill ate 3
} of the pie.
8
Cindy ate 1
} of the pie.
8
Which statement is true?
A.Bill ate more pie than Cindy.
*
B.Cindy ate more pie than Bill.
confuses fraction comparison rules: thinks fractions with the smaller numerator are greater

C.Bill and Cindy ate the whole pie.
thinks each person ate half the pie

D.Bill and Cindy ate the same amount of pie.
thinks the fractions are equal since the denominators are the same
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9.

Fatima drew the figure shown below and shaded part of it.

Which fraction is equal to the amount Fatima shaded?
2
A.}
10
B.2
}
8

miscounts and thinks 1/5 is shaded

*

C.2
}
6

ratio equivalent to 1 shaded and 3 unshaded parts

D.3
}
1

ratio of white to shaded
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