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Frankie, Gil, and Angela
Frankie looked over the book she was
reading to see a group of children choosing
teams on the soccer field. Behind them stood
a brown wooden arch with the faded words
“Welcome to Camp White Cloud.”
Frankie (short for Francis, which she
disliked) had arrived yesterday, along with
199 other campers, to spend two weeks in the
mountains of Colorado.

Mystery at Camp White Cloud • Level Q

3

4

Gil thought for a moment. “You know, it
must be great to be Angela. Her dad is Camp
Director. She gets to play all summer.”

“Hey Frankie! How’s it going?” came a
voice from behind her.
“Oh, hi, Gil. I’m fine. How are you?” Gil
was the first camper Frankie had met
yesterday.

“Yeah, but he’s always busy running the
camp. She probably doesn’t see her dad
much,” Frankie said.

A loud cheer interrupted them. A tall girl
wearing a Camp White Cloud T-shirt was
jumping up and down, celebrating the goal
she scored.

A bell suddenly chimed, and the soccer
game stopped.
“Lunch, let’s go eat—I’m starving!” Gil
said as he jumped up from the rock.

“Have you met Angela Hansen yet?” Gil
asked.
“She’s in my cabin. Everybody knows her,”
Frankie answered.

Mystery at Camp White Cloud • Level Q
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Bump Goes the Night
That night, Frankie lay on her bunk after
lights out. She thought of the story of Old
Man Looper that Angela told earlier.
Looper was a miner who hoped to find
a fortune in gold in the area’s mountain
streams. Unfortunately, he had little luck and
started talking only to himself and his mule.
One day, he mysteriously disappeared; Angela
said he’d haunted the camp ever since.

Frankie shot up in her bunk.

Frankie didn’t believe the story. It was just
meant to scare new campers, she thought as she
drifted off to sleep.
Mystery at Camp White Cloud • Level Q

“WHAT WAS THAT?!” a voice called out.

“Shhh! Listen!” someone whispered from
a lower bunk.
7

8

Hearing a twig snap, Frankie caught a
glimpse of a shadow outside the cabin.
“Hey, Michiko! I think it’s coming toward
your window!” Frankie whispered urgently.
“I don’t see anything,” Michiko answered.
The girls in the cabin held their breath.
Frankie could faintly see Angela’s bunk; she
couldn’t believe Angela was sleeping through
this.
“Where is it now?” Frankie asked.
“I think it’s moving away from us,”
Michiko said.

First Warning

“Toward the boys’ cabin?” Frankie asked.

“Hey, Gil, did you boys see anything last
night?” Frankie asked after breakfast.

“I think so,” Michiko said.
After a few more questions, everyone
quieted down. The image lurking outside the
cabin frightened Frankie, but it also raised
questions—the big one being: Why would
someone, or something, be outside their cabin
at this hour?

Mystery at Camp White Cloud • Level Q
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“Yes! It was crazy. We all saw something
sneaking around our cabin, scratching and
moving around,” Gil answered.
“So, what do you think it was?” Frankie
continued.
“I really don’t know,” he said. “What do
you think, Angela?”
10

“I was asleep, but it had to be Old Man
Looper,” Angela said. “He shows up every
summer.”
Still, Frankie refused to believe it was
Looper.
A bell signaled morning activity time.
Angela and Gil went to woodworking class,
and Frankie went to kayaking class.

Walking back to the cabin after kayaking,
Frankie heard loud voices ahead of her.
“Come over here, you guys! Look at this!”
Carved roughly into the wooden planks
were the words: “THIS IS NOT YOUR HOME!
LEAVE NOW!”
“Okay, now I’m really starting to worry,”
Michiko admitted.
“Me, too,” Frankie said quietly.
Mystery at Camp White Cloud • Level Q
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Frankie was surrounded by excited voices
and questions.

Last Chance
The next morning during cabin clean-up
time, Frankie heard excited voices coming
from the dining hall.

“Who did this?”
“Do you think it’s Looper?”

When Frankie arrived at the building, she
let out a gasp. Inside the dining hall was a
mess, and one wall was carved with “LAST
WARNING! LEAVE NOW!”

“Why would he want us gone?”
The voices quickly faded as Director
Hansen entered the dining hall.
“Okay, okay, campers, back to your cabins.
I know you’re all concerned, but I’ll figure out
what’s going on.”

Mystery at Camp White Cloud • Level Q
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Ten minutes later, Director Hansen spoke
gravely. “For the first time in its 40-year
history, Camp White Cloud will be closing
early.”
“WAIT, DIRECTOR HANSEN!”
All heads turned to see Frankie and Gil
sprinting toward them.

Camp Calamity
Later, as Frankie’s cabin-mates ate dinner,
Michiko asked, “Has anyone seen Frankie or
Gil?”
No one had seen them since they were
ordered back to their cabins. Suddenly, the
loudspeakers crackled to life. The campers
yelped in surprise; it was already creepy being
in the dining hall after what had happened to
it.
“Attention, campers, there will be a
mandatory all-camp meeting in ten minutes.”
Word spread quickly that Frankie and Gil
were missing.
Mystery at Camp White Cloud • Level Q
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Epilogue
In his office, Director Hansen asked
Frankie how she and Gil figured out that it
was Angela who frightened everyone.
“I remembered Angela didn’t wake up
when the prowler came,” Frankie said. “She
must have stuffed her sleeping bag with
pillows.”

“Frankie! Gil! Where have you been?”
asked Director Hansen.
Frankie walked up to Director Hansen
and whispered in his ear. After a few
moments, Director Hansen straightened up.

“And Angela left woodworking early; she
said she was feeling sick,” Gil said.

“White Cloud Campers,” he began,
“I have some great news! Thanks to Frankie
and Gil, Camp White Cloud stays open!”
Mystery at Camp White Cloud • Level Q

“The dining hall—she must have done that
by sneaking out while everyone was
sleeping,” Frankie said.
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“Then we went looking for clues and
found a letter addressed to you, Sir, in her
woodworking box,” Frankie said. “That’s
when we really realized how upset she was.”
Angela looked up at her father. “Daddy,
I’m so sorry. I know it was wrong.”
“Oh, Angela, I’m sorry, too,” Director
Hansen said.
Angela continued with tears in her eyes,
“I know how important you are to all of these
campers, but I just couldn’t stand not getting
time with you any more.”

“It’s okay—it’s a good thing we had
detectives like Frankie and Gil to solve
the case.”
Mystery at Camp White Cloud • Level Q
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Name

What actually
happened

LEVEL Q

Changes in my
prediction

SKILL: MAKE, REVISE, CONFIRM PREDICTIONS

MYSTERY AT CAMP WHITE CLOUD

•

What I predict
will happen

•

1

INSTRUCTIONS: Before reading the book, fill in the first column with your prediction. When you pause during
reading Mystery at Camp White Cloud, fill out the middle column with changes in your prediction or write none if
your prediction was correct. When finished, write what actually happened in the third column.
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Name

•
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INSTRUCTIONS: Write Angela’s problem in the top box, and write three possible solutions on the lines below it.
Write at least one good point and one bad point about each solution. On the bottom, choose the solution you
think would be best for Angela, and then write what you think the result of that solution will be.

MYSTERY AT CAMP WHITE CLOUD

•

LEVEL Q

Problem

Possible Solutions

Good____________________________________
1. _____________________________________
Bad_____________________________________

Good____________________________________
2. _____________________________________
Bad_____________________________________

3. _____________________________________
Bad_____________________________________
Chosen Solution

2005
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SKILL: COMPREHENSION
PROBLEM AND SOLUTION

Good____________________________________

Name

frankie walked up to director hansen and whispered into his ear. after
a few moments, director hansen straightened up.
“white cloud campers,” he began. “i have some great news! thanks

MYSTERY AT CAMP WHITE CLOUD

•

“frankie! gil! where have you been?” asked director hansen.

LEVEL Q

•

3

INSTRUCTIONS: In the text below, circle the letters that should be capitalized. Use a red pencil to circle the
letters that should be capitalized for proper nouns, and use a blue pencil to circle the letters that should be
capitalized because they are at the beginning of a sentence.

to frankie and gil, camp white cloud stays open!”
epilogue
in his office, director hansen asked frankie how she and gil figured out
angela frightened everyone.
“i remembered angela didn’t wake up when the prowler came,”

“and angela left woodworking early; she said she was feeling sick,” gil
said.
“the dining hall—she must have done that by sneaking out while
everyone was sleeping,” frankie said.
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SKILL: PROPER NOUNS

frankie said. “she must have stuffed her sleeping bag with pillows.”

Lesson 9 Problem Set 3 5

A STORY OF UNITS

Name

Date

1. Each figure represents 1 whole. Fill in the chart.
Unit Fraction

Total Number of
Units Shaded

Fraction Shaded

1
2

5

5
2

a. Sample:

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

Lesson 9:

Build and write fractions greater than one whole using unit fractions.
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Lesson 9 Problem Set 3 5

A STORY OF UNITS

2. Estimate to draw and shade units on the fraction strips. Solve.
Sample:
5 thirds =

a. 8 sixths =

b. 7 fourths =

c. __________________________ =

d. __________________________ =

5

5
2

3. Mrs. Jawlik baked 2 pans of brownies. Draw the pans and estimate to partition each pan into 8 equal
pieces.

a. Mrs. Jawlik’s children gobbled up 10 pieces. Shade the amount that was eaten.

b. Write a fraction to show how many pans of brownies her children ate.

Lesson 9:

Build and write fractions greater than one whole using unit fractions.
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Monday
sss

Week

Monday

3

sss

1. Add commas to separate the items in the list.

1. Add commas to separate the items in the list.

My mom my dad my brother and I go camping.

My mom my dad my brother and I go camping.

2. Choose the correct compound word to fill in the blank.

When we go, I use a special _____ to carry all my stuff.

a) packback

a) packback

c) backpack

3. Circle the predicate in the sentence.

3

2. Choose the correct compound word to fill in the blank.

When we go, I use a special _____ to carry all my stuff.
b) back pack

Week

b) back pack

c) backpack

3. Circle the predicate in the sentence.

My brother and I get our own tent.

My brother and I get our own tent.

4. Fill in the blank with a contraction of the words

4. Fill in the blank with a contraction of the words

can and not.

can and not.

When he snores, I ____________ sleep.

When he snores, I ____________ sleep.

5. Fix the sentence. Circle the compound word.

5. Fix the sentence. Circle the compound word.

i bring earplugs music and a book to help me sleep

i bring earplugs music and a book to help me sleep

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________
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It was true—the land was abused and
overused, and the people were unhappy
and too busy.
The king looked at his own beloved wife.
“Surely we have intelligent people living
among us. Someone must know the solution
to save our dying land!”

“Save the Kingdom”
The king looked out and sighed, “Our
kingdom, once so beautiful, grows barren
and dies more and more each day.”
The queen joined the king at the window.
“The hills were once filled with trees, wildlife
was plentiful, and the air was clean and fresh.
Now, even our babbling creek is murky and
polluted. Our citizens work hard, and yet
they seem too tired to enjoy the rewards of
their labor. Is this what our children have
to anticipate in life?”
3

4

Away from the castle lived three men,
Ricardo, Roger, and Randy. Some might
consider them country folk, but each lived
happily in his own way. Each man had heard
the king’s decree, and each one devised a
plan that might save the kingdom. Although
the land around their own homes showed
signs of use, it was healthy and gorgeous.
The men were content and enjoyed their lives.
The plans they had for the entire kingdom
were based on the way they already lived.

The king called for his court magistrate.
“Tell the people that I will award the royal
position of Official Land Steward to the
person who solves the problem of our
decaying land. That person will be allowed
to live in the castle for the rest of his or her
days. If this problem goes unsolved, hope
will fade and our future will be threatened.”
5

6

Even if his plan wasn’t accepted, he
believed the king should know that it’s
possible to live with less and yet have more.
Ricardo’s plan meant more for everyone, and
with that thought Ricardo left for the castle.

“Reduce”
Big mountains, roaring rivers, and thick
forests surrounded Ricardo’s land. His small
home was high on a mountain. Because his
home was far away from stores, he had to get
by with only the things he needed. Ricardo
thought about what he owned and realized
he didn’t need much at all. If he didn’t use
an item, he would sell it or give it away. Most
importantly, if he didn’t like it, he wouldn’t
own it at all. He didn’t buy much, and
consequently, Ricardo’s home was tidy
and efficient. He didn’t spend lots of extra
time taking care of things. Reduce your
load, increase your joy, and save your
environment—that was Ricardo’s plan
to help save the land.
7

8

“Reuse”
Roger’s home was in a lush, open valley.
He had many children, and neighbors helped
each other regularly. Healthy animals and
plants grew all year long. Roger thought,
“Our life and land are wonderful, and
I should share this with the king.”
9

Roger could be described as creative and
frugal. No item entered his home without
being reused in many different ways. For
example, after finishing a jar of jam, the jar
was used to store beans. If the beans were
eaten, the jar was used as a vase for flowers.
When Roger’s berries were ripe, he made
more jam, cleaned the jar, and refilled it.
Roger’s goal, out of necessity, was to not
waste anything, and just find other ways to
use things. Roger’s family couldn’t afford new
stuff, but they lived happily reusing things
and trading services. They replaced what they
took from the land, and they kept the land
around them clean. They made compost and
used it to fertilize new crops. Roger began a
journey to tell the king about his plan.
10

Then he sold these new recycled products
to people who needed them. He rarely needed
new things made from natural resources such
as trees. He believed that by recycling things
that were already made, the citizens wouldn’t
need to use up the land and other resources,
and the land could be saved. Randy went to
present his plan to the king.

“Recycle”
Of the three men, Randy lived the closest to
the castle. He designed ways to take used
things and make them into new things. For
example, he had a machine that melted cans,
poured the melted metal, and shaped it into
new cans. He had a simple hand process for
remaking paper. People would give him their
used cans, glass, and paper, and he would
make new products from the used materials.
11

12

“The Three-R Plan”
By this time, the king and queen already
had heard many plans. The men were weary
by the time they arrived, but they still had
hope. Each man, one at a time, presented his
plan to the king and queen, and each man
agreed that the others had good plans as well.
The king and queen also thought each plan
had benefits and were willing to try each one.
“Let’s try all three at the same time,” said
the queen. “The one that shows the best
results will be accepted as the plan to
save our kingdom.”
Things didn’t happen overnight, but
improvements were soon seen. The forests
started to regrow, and the water cleaned
itself out and ran clearer. The animals became
healthier. People enjoyed working toward
their common goal. Although they all were
still busy, they talked and laughed more
often with each other. Everyone felt more
ownership in the plan.

13

The king and queen decided that all three
men should live in the castle. They called the
plan “The Three-R Plan” and invited Randy,
Roger, and Ricardo to stay at the castle.
None of the men accepted the royal offer.
The men already considered themselves
stewards of the land and were pleased that
the rest of the kingdom did, too. With the
Three-R Plan—reduce, reuse, and recycle—
the land improved, and all the citizens of
the kingdom were happy.
14

Name

_________________________________________________

Instructions: Write the problem on the top lines. Write three possible solutions in the boxes below it. Write at
least one good point and one bad point about each solution. On the bottom, write the solution that the king
chose, and then write what the result of that solution was.

Problem:

Possible Solution:

Good
Point
Bad
Point

Possible Solution:

Good
Point
Bad
Point
Good
Point
Bad
Point

The King’s Solution:

© Learning A–Z, Inc. All rights reserved.

The Result Was:

SKILL: PROBLEM AND SOLUTION

Possible Solution:
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_________________________________________________

Reuse

Recycle
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_____________________________________ _____________________________________ _____________________________________

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ _____________________________________

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ _____________________________________

Reduce

Instructions: Write the definition for each word on the lines provided. Then draw the meaning of each word below its definition.

Name

SKILL: CONTENT VOCABULARY

Name

_________________________________________________

Instructions: In the text below, find the sentences that show where someone is talking. Then add the quotation
marks where they belong to indicate where the speaker begins and finishes talking.

It was true—the land was abused and overused, and the people were unhappy and
too busy.
The king looked at his own beloved wife. Surely we have intelligent people living
among us, he said. Someone must know the solution to save our dying land!
The king called for his court magistrate and said, Tell the people that
I will award the royal position of Official Land Steward to the person who solves
the problem of our decaying land. That person will be allowed to live in the castle
for the rest of his or her days. If this problem goes unsolved, hope will fade and our

SKILL: QUOTATION MARKS

future will be threatened.
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Lesson 10 Problem Set

A STORY OF UNITS

Name

Date

1. Each fraction strip is 1 whole. All the fraction strips are equal in length. Color 1 fractional unit in each
strip. Then, answer the questions below.
1
2
1
4
1
8
1
3
1

2. Circle less than or greater than. Whisper the complete sentence.
a.

c.

e.

g.

1
2

1
3

1
8

1
2

is

less than
greater than

is

less than
greater than

is

less than

1
4

1
2

1

greater than

is

less than
greater than

Lesson 10:

1
8

1

is

less than
greater than

d.

f.

1
3

1
8

is

less than

1
2

1

greater than

is

h. 9 eighths is

less than
greater than

less than

1
4

2 halves

greater than

Compare unit fractions by reasoning about their size using fraction
strips.

©2015 Great Minds. eureka-math.org

G3-M 5-SE-1.3.1 -11.20 15

b.

36

Lesson 10 Problem Set

A STORY OF UNITS

3. Lily needs

1
3

cup of oil and

1
4

cup of water to make muffins. Will Lily use more oil or more water?

Explain your answer using pictures, numbers, and words.

4. Use >, <, or = to compare.

a. 1 third

1

c. 1 sixth

e.

b. 1 seventh

1 fifth

1

d. 1 tenth

f. 1 whole

1 eleventh

1

1 fourth
1
12

2 halves

Extension:

g.

1
8

1 eighth

1

1
3

1

5. Your friend Eric says that is greater than

1
5

2 halves

1 whole

because 6 is greater than 5. Is Eric correct? Use words and

pictures to explain what happens to the size of a unit fraction when the number of parts gets larger.

Lesson 10:

Compare unit fractions by reasoning about their size using fraction
strips.
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Tuesday
sss

Week

Tuesday

3

1. Underline the subject of the sentence.

sss

Week

3

1. Underline the subject of the sentence.

Mom and I went fishing at the lake.

Mom and I went fishing at the lake.

2. Fill in the blank with a compound word.

2. Fill in the blank with a compound word.

I always bring along a(n) ___________________________.
3. Which sentence is correct?

I always bring along a(n) ___________________________.
3. Which sentence is correct?

a) I use rubber plastic, or metal worms.

a) I use rubber plastic, or metal worms.

b) I use rubber, plastic, or metal worms.

b) I use rubber, plastic, or metal worms.

c) I use rubber plastic or metal worms.

c) I use rubber plastic or metal worms.

4. Circle the adjectives.

4. Circle the adjectives.

Mom catches a small fish with sharp spines.

Mom catches a small fish with sharp spines.

5. Fix the sentence.

5. Fix the sentence.

Mom and I catches three fish a boot an some seaweed.

Mom and I catches three fish a boot an some seaweed.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________
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Harvested by Hand
You probably know that the fruits, nuts,
and vegetables you eat were once crops
that grew in fields. But did you ever stop to
wonder how those crops are harvested? Some
are harvested by machines, but many—fruits
in particular—are too delicate. Research
shows that nearly half of all U.S. fruit is still
harvested by hand.
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Most of those hands belong to migrant
workers, who travel from farm to farm,
picking fresh food so that we can eat it. It’s
hard work that can pay little, and migrant
workers aren’t always treated well by the
farmers who hire them.
One man spent his life trying to help
migrant workers. His name was Cesar Chavez.
4

Life on the road was very different for
the Chavez family from life on their farm in
Arizona. Many farmers in California wanted
people to work for little pay. Then the farmers
could keep more money from the food they
sold. As a result, life for migrant farm workers
was often terrible. Workers toiled in the hot
sun for hours but sometimes had to pay
for any water they drank in the fields. The
workers spent much of the little money they
made on temporary housing, usually rundown shacks that were hot in summer, cold in
winter. The shacks often came with holes and
insects but no bathrooms or any way to cook.
Sometimes instead of mattresses to sleep on,
owners gave the workers straw.

A migrant boy travels west during the Great Depression.

A Migrant’s Life
Cesar Estrada Chavez was born to a
Mexican-American family in 1927 near Yuma,
Arizona. As a child, he lived on a small farm.
Cesar loved life on the farm, but dishonest
men cheated the Chavez family. In 1937 they
lost their land. The family joined the many
other poor families who traveled west during
the Great Depression, looking for jobs as
migrant farm workers.
Cesar Chavez: Migrant Hero • Level Q
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Growers often provided migrants with poor housing.
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For several years, the Chavez family
moved around California, finding work
wherever they could. By the time Cesar
graduated from the eighth grade, he had gone
to more than thirty schools. He was often
teased because he didn’t have decent clothes
or shoes and because he spoke English with
a Spanish accent.
Cesar and his siblings worked in the fields
with their parents on weekends and during
the summer. It was hard work, yet migrant
workers were often cheated out of their
already-low wages. One time, Cesar’s whole
family worked for seven weeks, seven days
a week. At the end of the harvest, they found
that their boss had left without paying them,
and there was nothing they could do.
Even though they harvested tons of fruit
and vegetables, they barely earned enough to
feed themselves, let alone enough to save and
get ahead.

Cesar Chavez: Migrant Hero • Level Q
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Too Many
Dropouts
Instead of attending
school, children like
this one grew up working
in the fields. Even today,
young migrant workers
drop out of school at
four times the national
average. U.S. child labor
laws allow twelve-yearolds to work long hours
on farms—and despite
the law, thousands of
children under twelve
still work long hours, too.

The best hope for most migrants was—
and is—the education of their children, but
education for migrant children was hard
to come by. Many migrant children grew up
in the fields and started working as young
as age eight. Cesar himself left school after
the eighth grade to work in the fields full time
to help support his family. Without a good
education, the children often kept doing
migrant work when they grew up, and the
cycle continued.
8

The Birth of a Union
When Chavez grew up, he decided to start
a labor union for farm workers. A labor union
is a group of workers who unite to demand
certain rights and benefits. A union can go
on strike, refusing to work and shutting
down a factory or company until its demands
are met. Almost every industry, from truck
drivers to movie actors, has a union to protect
its workers. Chavez knew a union could
make big improvements in the lives of farm
workers, too.

Chavez met with farm workers in their
homes and talked with them about their
problems. He was small and soft-spoken,
but he was very persuasive. His union grew
slowly, one worker at a time.

Yet many people considered organizing a
labor union for farm workers to be impossible.
Farm workers moved around to follow the
crops, never staying in one place long enough
to plan action. They were often recent
immigrants who did not speak English well.
Also, farm workers had no laws protecting
them from being fired if they tried to form a
union. Although other people before Chavez
had tried and failed, he said, Si se puede—“Yes,
it can be done.”
Chavez speaks to farm workers in California.

Cesar Chavez: Migrant Hero • Level Q
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The Grape Strike
In 1965, a group of Filipino farm workers
went on strike against the grape growers in
Delano, California. They were asking for a
pay raise from $.90 an hour to $1.40 an hour.
Chavez knew he had to support the
Filipino strikers. His organization voted to
join the strike. Soon, more than 2,000 migrants
stopped working. Strikers and their families
went to cities all across North America, telling
people about the working conditions of the
grape pickers and asking them to boycott
grapes. More than 14 million Americans did
just that.

Hunger Strike Strategy

One way people protest injustice is by going on
a hunger strike. They refuse to eat in order to bring
about change. Chavez went on three hunger strikes in
his lifetime. The first one was during the grape strike in
1968. At one point, some of the farm workers became
discouraged and wanted to resort to violence. Chavez went
on a water-only hunger strike that lasted twenty-five days.
His fast put an end to the talk of violence, and that helped
their strike succeed.

Angry grape growers made threats
on Chavez’s life. Support for the boycott
continued, though, and after five long years,
the grape growers agreed to the union’s
demands.

Chavez marches to support the huelga, or strike.

Cesar Chavez: Migrant Hero • Level Q

Chavez with Robert F. Kennedy, presidential candidate and brother of
U.S. President John F. Kennedy, in March 1968, on the final day of his
first hunger strike.
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Cesar Chavez (right) and Fred Ross (center) march in San Francisco as part
of a boycott in 1982. Ross often advised Chavez. Both men dedicated their
lives to helping people in need.

Other strikes and boycotts followed, not
just in California but also in Texas. New
unions formed in the Midwest. In 1975,
California finally passed a law that protected
farm workers from being fired when they
tried to unite. Against all odds, Chavez’s
efforts had succeeded. At its height, his
organization, the United Farm Workers,
included 50,000 farm workers. “We shall be
heard,” Chavez said, and they were.
Cesar Chavez: Migrant Hero • Level Q
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Pesticide Problems
Many migrant workers are exposed to pesticides—
chemicals that kill bugs. In fact, workers are sometimes
accidentally sprayed with them. Pesticides can cause
nausea, skin rashes, cancer, even death. According to health
experts, on average, migrant workers don’t live nearly as
long as other people. Studies show that pesticide exposure
may be hardest on migrant children.
In August 1988, Chavez went on a hunger strike to
call attention to the harm that pesticides can cause farm
workers and their children. He ended the strike after thirtysix days.
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Glossary
boycott (v.)

to refuse to buy or take part in
something in order to make a point
or force a change (p. 11)

conditions (n.)

the state in which someone
or something exists (p. 11)

labor union (n.) a group of workers who act
together to protect and expand their
rights in the workplace (p. 9)
migrant (n.)

a person who moves from one place
to another, usually to find work
(p. 4)

organizing (v.)

grouping and managing people
or an organization (p. 9)

A Fond Farewell
Cesar Chavez died in his sleep on April 23,
1993. He was 66 years old. Thousands of farm
workers and supporters came to his funeral. It
was the largest funeral for any labor leader in
the history of the United States.
He was a humble and courageous man
who spent his life helping others. For all
his work to improve wages and working
conditions for farm workers, Chavez himself
never earned more than $6,000 per year. Still,
as he said, “The rich may have money, but
the poor have time.” His fight for the dignity
of all people inspired millions of Americans
to work for social justice around the world.
Cesar Chavez: Migrant Hero • Level Q
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persuasive (adj.) able to cause people to believe
or do something (p. 10)
social justice (n.) the state or principle of equal
economic, political, and social
rights and opportunities for every
human being (p. 15)
strike (n.)

a form of protest in which
workers stop working to show
dissatisfaction with their employer
or working conditions (p. 9)

wages (n.)

regular payments earned by a
worker that are based on the
amount of time worked (p. 7)
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Instructions: Before reading the book, fill in the first box with what you already know. Fill in the second box
with questions you want to know the answers to while previewing the book, and add more during reading. Fill in
the third box during and after reading with answers to your questions. After you read, fill in the fourth box with
items you still want to know about.

What I Know

What I Want to Know

Cesar Chavez: Migrant Hero • Level Q • 1

Name

What I Still Want to Know
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Skill: KWLS / Ask and Answer Questions

What I Learned
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Name

1

Cesar Chavez

2

migrant farm workers

3

the Chavez family

4

strike

5

farmers
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Skill: Prepositional Phrases

about, above, after, around, at, before, below, beneath,
between, down, during, for, off, on, out, in, from, into,
like, near, to, toward, under, with, without

Cesar Chavez: Migrant Hero • Level Q • 2

Instructions: Choose a preposition from the box. Use the preposition to write a sentence that contains
a prepositional phrase. The subject of each sentence is provided on the lines below.

www.readinga-z.com

Name

Example: (by/buy): I buy apples at the store by the bank.

1 (by/buy)
2 (too/two)
3 (hole/whole)

Cesar Chavez: Migrant Hero • Level Q • 3

Instructions: Write one sentence for each pair of homophones. Use each homophone once within the sentence.
You may add suffixes such as -ed, -s, or -ing to the homophones to help make them fit in the sentence.

4 (way/weigh)
5 (poor/pour)
6 (weak/week)

8 (right/write)
9 (heard/herd)

Skill: Homophones

7 (knew/new)

bk (where/wear)
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Lesson 11 Problem Set 3 5

A STORY OF UNITS

Name

Date

Label the unit fraction. In each blank, draw and label the same whole with a shaded unit fraction that makes
the sentence true. There is more than 1 correct way to make the sentence true.

Sample:
is less than

1.
is greater than

2.

is less than

3.
is greater than

4.
is less than

Lesson 11:

Compare unit fractions with different-sized models representing the
whole.
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Lesson 11 Problem Set 3 5

A STORY OF UNITS

5.
is greater than

6.

is less than

7.
is greater than

8. Fill in the blank with a fraction to make the statement true, and draw a matching model.

1
4

is less than

Lesson 11:

2

is greater than

Compare unit fractions with different-sized models representing the
whole.
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Lesson 11 Problem Set 3 5

A STORY OF UNITS

1
2

1
4

9. Robert ate of a small pizza. Elizabeth ate of a large pizza. Elizabeth says, “My piece was larger than
1
4

1
2

yours, so that means > .” Is Elizabeth correct? Explain your answer.

1

10. Manny and Daniel each ate of his candy, as shown below. Manny said he ate more candy than Daniel
2
because his half is longer. Is he right? Explain your answer.
Manny’s Candy Bar

Daniel’s Candy Bar

Lesson 11:

Compare unit fractions with different-sized models representing the
whole.
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Wednesday
sss

Week

Wednesday

3

1. Add a predicate to the sentence.

sss

Week

3

1. Add a predicate to the sentence.

Dad likes to _____________________________________.
2. Add the missing commas.

Dad likes to _____________________________________.
2. Add the missing commas.

We cook hot dogs bake potatoes and roast marshmallows.
3. Which part of the sentence is missing?

We cook hot dogs bake potatoes and roast marshmallows.
3. Which part of the sentence is missing?

Makes special hot cocoa to drink.

Makes special hot cocoa to drink.

a) subject

a) subject

b) predicate

4. Use a dictionary to fix the misspelled word.

b) predicate

4. Use a dictionary to fix the misspelled word.

Everything tasted delishus.

Everything tasted delishus.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

5. Fix the sentence.

5. Fix the sentence.

then every body sang songs told jokes and play games.

then every body sang songs told jokes and play games.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.

www.writinga-z.com

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.

www.writinga-z.com

Thursday

Tanya’s Money
Problem
A Reading A–Z Level U Leveled Book
Word Count: 1,776

LEVELED BOOK • U

Tanya’s Money
Problem

Written by Ned Jensen • Illustrated by Arthur Lin

Visit www.readinga-z.com
for thousands of books and materials.

www.readinga-z.com

Tanya’s Money
Problem

Written by Ned Jensen
Illustrated by Arthur Lin

Tanya’s Money Problem
Level U Leveled Book
© Learning A–Z
Written by Ned Jensen
Illustrated by Arthur Lin
All rights reserved.

www.readinga-z.com

www.readinga-z.com

Correlation
LEVEL U
Fountas & Pinnell
Reading Recovery
DRA

Q
40
40

Tanya and Thad Fredrickson are twins. Most
people think they look alike, but that’s where the
similarity ends. While Tanya is outgoing and has
lots of friends, Thad is shy and has only a couple
of good friends. Thad is a good student who
works hard to get high grades. Tanya, on the
other hand, is an average student who does just
enough to get by. Like most kids, Tanya likes to
buy things. Thad does, too, but not nearly as
much as his sister does.
Tanya’s Money Problem • Level U
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Both Tanya and Thad earn money each week
by doing jobs around the house as well as for a
couple of neighbors. At home, Thad washes
windows, cleans up the table after dinner, sweeps
the floor, and vacuums the carpets each week.
Tanya washes dishes, mows the lawn, and takes
out the trash. Thad also mows the lawn for two
neighbors each week, while Tanya walks a
neighbor’s dog every morning and evening. Their
incomes are good; each of them earns an average
of about $35 a week. Thad and Tanya like doing
the work because they both love money!

4

The money they earn pays for going to movies
and buying things like snacks, books, magazines,
and clothes. Thad spends money on video games,
and Tanya buys music and clothes every week.
The cash that Thad earns seems to be more than
enough to take care of his needs. He also seems to
need a lot less stuff than Tanya does. Thad
usually deposits about half the money he earns
each week into a savings account.

Tanya’s Money Problem • Level U
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When Thad saves enough money, he uses
some of it to buy shares of stock. Owning a share
of stock is like owning a piece of a company. So
far, Thad owns 25 shares of stock in Disney and
28 shares of stock in Nintendo. Since Thad loves
going to Disney movies, watching Disney
Channel, and playing electronic games, as do
most of his friends, he thought Disney and
Nintendo would be good investments. After
doing some Internet research on stocks and
talking to his parents, he concluded that these
companies were good choices.

6

Now Tanya is another story. Where Thad is a
saver, Tanya is a spender. Money burns a hole in
her pocket. She spends almost all her money each
week and never saves a nickel. Tanya’s spending
problem is made worse by the fact that she really
wants her own smartphone. She thinks she earns
enough money to pay a monthly phone bill for
calls and texting. She knows she might have to
cut back her spending on clothes and music. She
may even have to earn more money by walking
dogs for other neighbors, but she thinks she can
afford it. However, Tanya can’t seem to save the
$200 it takes to buy the phone.

Thad likes to buy stock because his money
grows as each share of stock increases in value.
Over time, he expects to see the value of each
share go up 20 percent or 30 percent. When Disney
and Nintendo earn more money than they spend,
the companies sometimes pay dividends to the
people who own their stocks. Thad has earned
yearly dividends for each share of stock he owns.
He always reinvests his dividends into each
company’s stock and uses the money to buy more
shares. If you asked Thad, he would tell you that
he plans to be a millionaire by the time he is 25.
Tanya’s Money Problem • Level U
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Since Tanya is impatient, she can never wait
until she has enough money to buy something
that costs more than the $35 she earns each week.
She has to think of another way to get the $200 to
buy a smartphone. One day, it suddenly occurs to
her that Thad seems to always have extra money.
She decides to ask him to loan her the $200.

While Thad is fond of his sister, like most
brothers he kind of likes messing with Tanya’s
head. Without even asking what she wants, Thad
replies with a quick and forceful, “Don’t waste
your breath. I’m not in the mood to do any favors
for you.”
“But you haven’t even asked what the favor
is,” she protests. “You aren’t being fair, and you
certainly aren’t being very nice.”
“Aw, chill out, I’m just giving you a hard time.
So go ahead and tell me. What’s this favor you
want?”
“You know how much I want my own cell
phone, right? Well, I can’t wait until I save the
$200 to buy the smartphone I want. You always
seem to have plenty of money, so I thought
maybe you could loan me the $200. I’ll pay you
back—I promise.”

She takes the afternoon to work up the nerve
to ask Thad for a loan.
“Thad, my dear, sweet, precious brother,
I have a favor to ask you,” she says with her
sweetest voice and most admiring look.
Tanya’s Money Problem • Level U
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Get phone

$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest

$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest

“Hold on just a minute, sis. Loans don’t come
for free. You may think you could just pay me
back the $200 by giving me a few dollars each
week, but that won’t work. You’ll also have to
pay me interest.”

$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest

$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest Phone

• Weekly loan
installment: $11
• Weekly interest: $1

paid for! • Total interest: $20

“Ouch,” says Tanya. “That could hurt. So how
much interest would you charge me for a $200
loan?”

“Interest—what’s that?” asks Tanya.
“Interest is what banks charge people who
borrow money to buy something big, like a house
or a car. Each month, people who take out a bank
loan have to pay back some of the money they
borrowed. When they make a payment on the
loan, the bank adds interest to the payment. This
is a way for a bank, as a business, to make money.
People who take out a loan end up paying the
bank more than the amount they borrowed.”
Tanya’s Money Problem • Level U

$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
$10 + $1 interest
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“Because you’re my sister, here’s what I’m
willing to do for you. I’ll loan you the $200 you
need to buy the phone you want, but first I’ll set
up a payment plan. My plan, which you’ll need to
agree to and sign, will give you twenty weeks to
pay me back. Each week’s loan payment will be
$11. After twenty weeks, you will have paid me
$220. The $20 extra is the interest you’ll have to
pay me to get the phone you want right away. Of
course, you could, on your own, just save $10 a
week. In twenty weeks, you’d have enough to
buy the phone without a loan.”

12

“You know I can’t wait twenty weeks for a
phone! Darlene and Emma just got phones, and if
I don’t get one, I won’t be able to text and call my
best friends,” shouts Tanya.
“Well, then, my impatient, money-grubbing
sis, what’s it going to be? Do you want the $200
loan with my interest terms or not?”

Tanya reluctantly agrees to Thad’s terms and
payment plan. Several weeks go by. Each week,
Tanya struggles to pay Thad the $11 she owes
him. Then on the tenth week, something horrible
happens. On the day her payment is due, she has
spent most of the $35 she earned that week and
doesn’t have $11 to pay Thad.
Her monthly phone bill is
beginning to put too much
stress on her budget.
She only has $8 left to
pay Thad.
When she tells Thad
she can’t pay him the full
$11, he isn’t very happy.
“I knew loaning money to you, especially with
your wild spending habits, would be a risk. I
should have charged you more interest because
you’re such a high risk. Just give me the $8 you
have, but next week you’ll owe me $15.”
“Fifteen dollars!” she cries. “If I give you the
$3 I didn’t have this week plus the $11 for next
week, it adds up to only $14.”
“The $1 extra is the late fee you owe me for not
making a full payment this week,” explains Thad.
“That’s how business works.”

Tanya’s Money Problem • Level U
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“Dad, we need to talk,” Tanya says with panic
in her voice. “You know that Thad loaned me
money to buy a smartphone, right?”
“Yes, dear, I’m aware of the financial
arrangement you have with your brother.”
“Well, at the rate I’m going, I’ll owe him
money for the rest of my life. He’s even
threatening to confiscate my phone. Can you tell
him to give me a break? He won’t listen to me.
He’s acting like a money-stashing squirrel!”

As each week goes by, Tanya falls further and
further behind in her payments, and her debt gets
bigger and bigger. By the fifteenth week, she is
giving Thad over half her weekly earnings and is
at risk of not paying her cell phone’s monthly bill.

“Now, wait a minute, my dear,” says her
father. “You couldn’t wait to get a phone, and so
your brother helped you out. You agreed to his
terms, which seem pretty reasonable to me. You
did get your phone, didn’t you?”

Finally, in desperation, she goes to their father
and explains her problem.

“Well, yeah, but he’s charging me more than
we agreed to. He’s breaking our deal.”

Tanya’s Money Problem • Level U
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“Hold on, Miss Big Spender. It seems to me as
though you’re the one who’s breaking the deal by
not keeping up with the payments you agreed to
make each week,” her dad says. “As I see it, you
have two choices: you either have to make more
money or spend less each week.”
“Actually, there is a third choice. You could
take out another loan to help pay for the first
loan, but I wouldn’t advise doing that. You’d just
dig a deeper hole that you’d have to climb out of.
Oh yeah, and I guess there’s a fourth choice, too:
you could sell your phone and repay the loan.
Although, remember that it’s now a used phone
and wouldn’t be worth the full $200 you paid
for it.”

“Thanks a lot, Dad,” says Tanya, disgusted.
“You’re no help at all.”
Tanya stomps off to her room and mopes for a
while. She begins thinking about the choices her
dad explained to her. She doesn’t like any of them,
but most of all she doesn’t like the idea of giving
up her phone. She thinks about whether she has
other choices.
As time passes, a feeling of panic begins to
overcome Tanya. She knows she has to make a
decision, but her mind is numb from so much
thinking and worrying. What is she going to do?

“Sell my phone—are you crazy?”
“Well, if you don’t like that choice, which
other one do you prefer?”

Tanya’s Money Problem • Level U
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Glossary
budget (n.)

a plan for how to spend money for a
set period of time (p. 14)

debt (n.)

something, usually money, that is
owed to someone else (p. 15)

deposits (v.)

places or puts into (p. 5)

dividends (n.) payments made from a company’s
profits to people who own stock in the
company (p. 7)
incomes (n.)

amounts of money received from work
or other sources (p. 4)

interest (n.)

money paid by a borrower for the use
of loaned money (p. 11)

investments
(n.)

company stocks or properties
bought to make a profit (p. 6)

loan (v.)

to give something, often money, to
someone who agrees to return or repay
it after a certain amount of time (p. 9)

savings
account (n.)

an arrangement, usually with a
bank, in which a person deposits
money that often earns interest
before being withdrawn (p. 5)

stock (n.)

certificates, or shares, of ownership in
a corporation (p. 6)

terms (n.)

the rules or conditions that govern an
agreement (p. 13)

value (n.)

the worth of something (p. 7)

Write Your Own Ending
You’re probably thinking Tanya has gotten herself
into a real pickle. Well, you’re right. What happened to
Tanya is what often happens when people spend more
money than they earn. If they continue spending more
than they earn, they fall further and further into debt.
Sometimes things get a whole lot worse, and no matter
how hard they try, they can’t pay off their debt.
Maybe you can help Tanya out. Think about what
you would do if you were Tanya. Then write your own
ending to this story. When you have finished, share
your ending with others and compare solutions.

Tanya’s Money Problem • Level U
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Name

_________________________________________________

Effect

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

Cause

Effect

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

Cause

Effect

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

Cause

Effect

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________
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Instructions: Fill in the boxes below with cause-and-effect relationships you have identified from the story.
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Name

_________________________________________________

Text-to-Text

Text-to-Word

SKILL: CONNECT TO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

Text-to-Self

TANYA’S MONEY PROBLEM • LEVEL U • 2

Instructions: Record any connections to prior knowledge you made as you read Tanya’s Money Problem.
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Name

_________________________________________________

1. You took the words right out of
my mouth.

• This is a really heavy rainstorm.
• That was so easy.

2. I felt like a fish out of water.
• You have made some bad choices.
3. It’s raining cats and dogs.

5. You have dug yourself into a
deep hole.

• Somehow you knew what I was
going to say.

6. I have a frog in my throat.

• You need to change your behavior.

7. Boy, are we in a pickle.

• We’re in so much trouble.

8. It’s time you turned over a new leaf.

• My voice is scratchy.

SKILL: IDIOMS

4. That was a piece of cake.

• I felt out of place, as though
I didn’t belong.

TANYA’S MONEY PROBLEM • LEVEL U • 3

Instructions: Each sentence in the left column contains an idiom. Underline the idiom in each sentence. Then
draw a line to match each idiom on the left with its explanation on the right.
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Lesson 12 Problem Set

A STORY OF UNITS

Name

Date

For each of the following:
Draw a picture of the designated unit fraction copied to make at least two different wholes.
Label the unit fractions.
Label the whole as 1.
Draw at least one number bond that matches a drawing.
1
1
3

1
3

1
3

1

1
1
2

1
3

1
2

1
3

1
3

1
1
4

1
4

1
4

1
4

1. Yellow strip

2. Brown strip

Lesson 12:

Specify the corresponding whole when presented with one equal part.
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Lesson 12 Problem Set

A STORY OF UNITS

3. Orange square

4. Yarn

5. Water

6. Clay

Lesson 12:

Specify the corresponding whole when presented with one equal part.
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Thursday
sss

Week

Thursday

3

1. Underline the subject and circle the predicate

sss

3

1. Underline the subject and circle the predicate

in the sentence.

in the sentence.

We went on a long hike in the woods.

We went on a long hike in the woods.

2. Circle each separate item in the series.

Week

2. Circle each separate item in the series.

We saw a snake, two deer, and a bunch of birds while hiking.
3. Circle the compound word. Draw a line to separate

We saw a snake, two deer, and a bunch of birds while hiking.
3. Circle the compound word. Draw a line to separate

each word in the compound word.

each word in the compound word.

“Is that a rattlesnake?” my brother asked.

“Is that a rattlesnake?” my brother asked.

4. Fix the misspelled words.

4. Fix the misspelled words.

Dad sed that rattlesnakes are not fownd here.

Dad sed that rattlesnakes are not fownd here.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

5. Fix the sentence.

5. Fix the sentence.

i like snakes bugs bats and spiders

i like snakes bugs bats and spiders

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________
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Friday
sss

Week

Friday

3

1. Circle the predicate.

sss

Week

3

1. Circle the predicate.

I am tired of camping by the end of the week.

I am tired of camping by the end of the week.

2. Add the missing commas.

2. Add the missing commas.

I have bug bites blisters and a cut.

I have bug bites blisters and a cut.

3. Draw a line to separate each word

3. Draw a line to separate each word

in the compound word.

in the compound word.

I would like to soak in the bathtub.

I would like to soak in the bathtub.

4. Circle the words that need fixing.

4. Circle the words that need fixing.

i am also tyerd of listening to nate snore.

i am also tyerd of listening to nate snore.

5. Fix the sentence.

5. Fix the sentence.

it feels nice to rid in the car listen to music and sleep

it feels nice to rid in the car listen to music and sleep

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________
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