7th Grade
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Try your best! Putting forth 100% effort on this packet will help you
prepare for the PSSA Exams. Good luck!

Name:

PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

STANDALONE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
E07.D.1.1.1
40. In which sentence does the underlined group of words function as a noun?
A.

Although hard work is not always fun, it often pays off.

B.

The best athletes have skills that they worked hard to acquire.

C.

Dribbling a basketball well, which can be difficult to do, takes a lot of practice.

* D.

At the community center, Jonas found that hard work is needed to master a new skill.

The student is asked to identify which underlined clause functions as a noun. In Option A, the underlined
words form a dependent clause that functions as an adverb, not a noun. In Option B, the underlined words
form a restrictive relative clause that functions as an adjective, not a noun. In Option C, the underlined words
form a nonrestrictive relative clause that functions as an adjective, not a noun. In Option D, the underlined
words form a noun clause that functions as a noun; this is the correct answer.

PSSA Grade 7 ELA Item and Scoring Sampler—September 2015

103

PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.1.1
41. Read the paragraph.
Mary and Cindy have always wanted to act and sing in theatrical productions, and now
they have their chance. A new drama course, which has everyone in the community
excited, will focus on preparing students to perform on stage. Each participant in the
class will receive a role in one of the plays and musicals to be staged throughout the
course. The view of the instructor is that all students should perform in front of an
audience.
Which underlined group of words functions as a noun?
A.

in theatrical productions

B.

which has everyone in the community excited

C.

of the plays and musicals

* D.

that all students should perform in front of an audience

The student is asked to identify which phrase or clause functions as a noun. In Option A, the underlined
prepositional phrase functions as an adverb, modifying the verbs “act” and “sing.” In Option B, the underlined
relative clause functions as an adjective, modifying the preceding noun. In Option C, the underlined
preposition phrase functions as an adjective, modifying “one.” Option D is the correct answer, since the
underlined clause functions as a noun (it is the predicate noun of the sentence).
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.1.2
42. Read the sentences.
Travis wants to read more books about sports. He feels that his older sister should check
them out of the library for him. His sister disagrees.
Which revision best combines the sentences into one sentence?
A.

Travis wants to read more books about sports and feels that his older sister should check
them out of the library for him, and afterward his sister disagrees.

B.

Travis wants to read more books about sports and feels that his older sister should check
them out of the library for him, so his sister disagrees.

* C.

Although Travis wants to read more books about sports and feels that his older sister
should check them out of the library for him, his sister disagrees.

D.

Because Travis wants to read more books about sports and feels that his older sister
should check them out of the library for him, his sister disagrees.

The student is asked to combine the sentences into one sentence that signals the differing relationships
among the ideas. In Option A, “afterward” suggests timing that is inconsistent with the meaning and intent of
the original sentences. In Option B, “so” suggests a causal relationship that is inconsistent with the meaning
and intent of the original sentences. In Option C, “Although” creates a comparison between Travis and his
sister’s opinion that is consistent with the meaning and intent of the original sentences; this is the correct
answer. In Option D, “Because” suggests a causal relationship that is inconsistent with the meaning and intent
of the original sentences.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.1.3
43. Read the sentence.
The principal’s speech was about the new afterschool activities that he gave on Tuesday.
Choose the best way to revise the sentence to correct the misplaced modifier.
A.

The speech by the principal on Tuesday was about the new afterschool activities he gave.

B.

The principal’s speech on Tuesday that he gave was about the new afterschool activities.

C.

The new afterschool activities that the principal’s speech was about he gave on Tuesday.

* D.

The speech that the principal gave on Tuesday was about the new afterschool activities.

The student is asked to revise the sentence to correct the misplaced modifier. Option A is incorrect because
it sounds as though the principal gave afterschool activities. Option B is incorrect because it contains “on
Tuesday that he gave,” a prepositional phrase and a relative clause whose order makes this sentence unclear.
Option C is incorrect because it sounds as though the principal gave afterschool activities. Option D is correct
because the modifier “that he gave on Tuesday” has been reworded and placed directly after the subject,
“speech,” which makes the sentence clear.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.1.4
44. Read the paragraph.
(1) The hippopotamus—its name means “river horse” in Greek—has adapted to spending
most of its time in water to stay cool. (2) For example, the hippo’s nostrils are near the top
of its head to allow it to breathe while in the water. (3) This large mammal also has eyes
positioned high on its head so it can see while their body remains underwater. (4) Able to
hold its breath for long periods of time, the hippo is a skilled swimmer.
Which sentence should be revised to correct the inappropriate shift in pronoun number?
A.

sentence 1

B.

sentence 2

* C.

sentence 3

D.

sentence 4

The student is asked to identify an inappropriate shift in pronoun number. Option A correctly uses the
pronoun “its” to refer to a single hippopotamus and therefore is not the correct answer. Option B correctly
uses the pronouns “its” and “it” to refer to a single hippopotamus and therefore is not the correct answer.
In Option C, “mammal” is the correct antecedent of “its” and “it,” but the pronoun number inappropriately
shifts to “their” in modifying “body,” and therefore, Option C is the correct answer. Option D correctly uses the
pronoun “its” to refer to the “hippo” and therefore is not the correct answer.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.1.5
45. Read the paragraph.
The outdoors club had never gone fishing before. But when the club members heard that
Lake George Campground offered fishing, they decided to travel to Lake George to try it
out. The fishing was a lot of fun. Everyone who worked there was friendly and helped the
club members make the most of their trip. This made the whole trip worthwhile.
Which underlined pronoun is vague or unclear?
A.

they

B.

Everyone

C.

their

* D.

This

The student is asked to identify which underlined pronoun is vague or unclear. In Option A, the pronoun
“they” clearly refers to the plural noun “club members.” In Option B, the pronoun “Everyone” clearly refers to
those “who worked there.” In Option C, the possessive pronoun “their” clearly refers to the plural noun “club
members.” In Option D, the pronoun “This” is a vague or unclear reference to what made the trip worthwhile; it
is the correct answer.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.1.7
46. Read the paragraph.
(1) Playing video games can be an enjoyable activity that may actually have value beyond
simple entertainment. (2) While earlier studies suggested that certain types of video
games increase creativity in players, a new study offers even more evidence that playing
video games can be beneficial. (3) This study showed something surprising it revealed
that some video game players learn more quickly than individuals who do not play video
games. (4) More research will be conducted, but for now, the findings are exciting.
Which sentence is a run-on sentence?
A.

sentence 1

B.

sentence 2

* C.

sentence 3

D.

sentence 4

The student is asked to identify a run-on sentence. While Option A has a gerund phrase as a subject and an
adjective clause ending in a prepositional phrase, it is not a run-on sentence and therefore is not the correct
answer. While students may think the length and complexity of Option B makes it a run-on, it is correctly
written and therefore is not the correct answer. Option C is a run-on, lacking the correct punctuation between
“surprising” and “it” and therefore is the correct answer. Option D correctly uses the coordinating conjunction
“but” to link two clauses and is not a run-on and therefore is not the correct answer.

PSSA Grade 7 ELA Item and Scoring Sampler—September 2015

109

PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.1.9
47. Read the paragraph.
(1) On Saturday, all of the people in the grocery store (this includes both customers and
employees) are going to get free samples of a new product. (2) “Juice and More Juice”
is the name of the new product. (3) A number of different juices was mixed together to
make the new juice product. (4) The manager of the grocery store said that before this
product arrived, there were no juices that contained elderberry juice on the store shelves.
Which change would correct the mistake in the paragraph?
A.

Change are to is in sentence 1.

B.

Change is to are in sentence 2.

* C.

Change was to were in sentence 3.

D.

Change were to was in sentence 4.

The student is asked to correct the mistake in subject-verb agreement. Option A is correct as is because
the plural pronoun “all of the people” agrees with “are.” Option B is correct as is because the title acts as a
singular noun and therefore agrees with “is.” Option C contains a mistake because the subject, “a number,” is
considered plural and therefore does not agree with the verb “was.” Option D is correct as is because “juices” is
plural and therefore agrees with “were.”
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.2.1
48. Read the paragraph.
(1) Heathrow Airport in London is one of the world’s busiest most crowded international
airports. (2) Traveling through the airport can be hectic and confusing. (3) Workers do
their best to assist the many global travelers. (4) These helpful and friendly employees
help to direct people from all over the world.
Where should a comma be added?
* A.

after busiest in sentence 1

B.

after hectic in sentence 2

C.

after many in sentence 3

D.

after helpful in sentence 4

The student is asked to identify where a comma should be added to separate coordinate adjectives. In
Option A, the sentence contains “busiest” and “most crowded” that act as coordinate adjectives and therefore
must be separated by a comma; this is the correct answer. In Option B, although there are two adjectives,
they are separated by a conjunction and therefore do not need a comma. In Option C, although there are
two descriptive words, “many” is an adverb and “global” is an adjective; therefore, they do not need to be
separated by a comma. In Option D, although there are two adjectives, they are separated by a conjunction
and therefore do not need a comma.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.2.3
49. Read the paragraph.
(1) The White House, for the most part, is a very important building to visit. (2) There
you will see the Lincoln—Room but first, you must see the outside of the White House.
(3) Sometimes you can (see) the president walking on the lawn. (4) There is a great deal
of history to learn, during a visit, to the White House.
Which sentence uses punctuation correctly?
* A.

sentence 1

B.

sentence 2

C.

sentence 3

D.

sentence 4

The student is asked to identify which sentence correctly uses punctuation to set off nonrestrictive/
parenthetical elements. In Option A (sentence 1), the phrase “for the most part” is a nonrestrictive/
parenthetical element that is set off by commas; this is the correct answer. In Option B (sentence 2), the
phrase “Room but first” is a restrictive, necessary element that should not be set off with an em dash and
a comma. In Option C (sentence 3), the word “see” is the main verb of the sentence and should not be in
parentheses. In Option D (sentence 4), the phrase “during a visit” is a necessary prepositional phrase that
should not be set off by commas.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.1.2.4
50. Read the paragraph.
(1) Skilled musicians know that keys to success are, practicing often, listening to advice,
and relaxing. (2) Many new musicians get too little practice, they have a hard time
accepting feedback, or they forget that making music should be fun. (3) These new
musicians would do well to, establish a routine, set clear goals, and reward themselves
for their hard work. (4) Musicians, learn, refine, and finally master, their craft by forming
these good habits.
Which sentence uses commas correctly?
A.

sentence 1

* B.

sentence 2

C.

sentence 3

D.

sentence 4

The student is asked to identify which sentence uses commas correctly to separate items in a series. Option A
incorrectly uses commas to separate three noun phrases in a series by adding an unnecessary comma after
“are” and is therefore incorrect. Option B correctly uses commas to separate three independent clauses in a
series and is therefore the correct answer. Option C incorrectly uses commas to separate three verb phrases
in a series by adding an unnecessary comma after “well to” and is therefore incorrect. Option D incorrectly
uses commas to separate three verbs in a series by adding an unnecessary comma after “musicians” and is
therefore incorrect.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.2.1.1
51. Read the sentence.
Our teacher always reminds us to read stories carefully because she keeps telling us to
pay close attention to detailed information about the characters, setting, and plot of the
stories that we read.
Which is the best way to revise the sentence to remove repetitive language?
A.

Our teacher keeps telling us to read carefully about character, setting, and plot.

B.

Our teacher keeps telling us to pay close attention to details in stories we read and to
read them carefully.

* C.
D.

Our teacher always reminds us to read stories carefully by paying close attention to
details about character, setting, and plot.
Our teacher always reminds us, because she keeps telling us, to read stories carefully
and to pay close attention to the characters, setting, and plot.

The student is asked to revise the sentence to remove repetitive language. Option A is incorrect because it
omits important details. Option B is incorrect because it omits important details and is redundant. Option C
is correct because it omits repetitive language yet retells all of the important details. Option D is incorrect
because “always reminds us” and “keeps telling us” are redundant.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.2.1.1
52. Read the sentence.
George is a dedicated player who participates on the soccer team and who always joins
together with his fellow teammates for a snack after practice.
Which is the best way to revise the sentence to remove the unnecessary word or words?
A.

George is on the soccer team and joins together with his fellow teammates for a snack
after practice.

* B.

George is a dedicated player on the soccer team who always joins his teammates for a
snack after practice.

C.

Being a player on the soccer team, George always joins together with his teammates for
a snack after practice.

D.

A dedicated player participating on the soccer team, George joins with his teammates for
a snack after practice.

The student is asked to identify the best way to revise the sentence to remove the unnecessary word or
words. Option A contains the unnecessary word “together” after “joins” and also omits the idea that George is a
dedicated player. Option B is the best revision of the sentence because it omits all unnecessary words without
removing any details that are critical to the meaning of the sentence. Option C contains the unnecessary
word “together” after “joins” and also omits the idea that George is a dedicated player. Option D contains the
unnecessary words “participating” after “player” and “with” after “joins.”
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.2.1.2
53. Read the paragraph.
(1) Traveling in the West, you just might see the old pioneer trails. (2) These trails are
across states such as Wyoming, Nebraska, and Utah. (3) Not only can you see these
trails, but you can also walk along them in some areas. (4) As you look at the grooves
of the wagon ruts, you may imagine what it was like for the pioneers who traveled these
routes.
Which revision that combines sentences 1 and 2 into one sentence best shows the logical
relationship between the two sentences?
A.

Seeing the old trails, you will travel in the West in the states of Wyoming, Nebraska, and
Utah.

* B.

Traveling in the western states of Wyoming, Nebraska, and Utah, you just might see the
old pioneer trails.

C.

When you travel in the West, you can go through the states of Wyoming, Nebraska, and
Utah, and then you just might see the old pioneer trails.

D.

The western states of Wyoming, Nebraska, and Utah are states that are in the West, and
when you visit them, you just might see the old pioneer trails.

The student is asked to choose which revision that combines two sentences into one best shows the logical
relationship between the two sentences. Although Option A contains important ideas from both sentences,
it is awkwardly worded and lacks the clarity of the correct answer. Option B is correct because it combines
sentences 1 and 2 into one sentence that concisely expresses the ideas of both sentences. Although Option C
combines the two sentences into one grammatically correct sentence, it lacks the conciseness of the correct
answer. Although Option D combines sentences 1 and 2 into one grammatically correct sentence, it is
redundant and lacks the conciseness of the correct answer.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.2.1.3
54. Read the sentences.
Meeting someone new can be an exciting and important event in life. Any two people
who have just met could become very close friends for many years.
Which sentence could be added next to best maintain consistency in style?
* A.

Therefore, making a good first impression is always critical.

B.

However, getting uptight about meeting new people is dumb.

C.

After a while, the two people will feel like they’ve known each other forever.

D.

In the end, two people who become close friends won’t sweat the small stuff.

The student is asked to add a sentence that maintains the style of the sentences. Option A is correct because
it maintains the formal style of the sentences. Option B is incorrect because it contains informal diction
(“getting uptight” and “dumb”) that is inconsistent with the formal style of the sentences. Option C is incorrect
because it contains informal diction (“known each other forever”) that is inconsistent with the formal style of
the sentences. Option D is incorrect because it contains informal diction (“won’t sweat the small stuff”) that is
inconsistent with the formal style of the sentences.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.2.1.3
55. Read the sentences.
Janice Voss was just 16 years old and in her first year of college when she began working
at NASA as a student intern. While studying such topics as engineering and physics,
Janice worked full-time for NASA as an astronaut.
Which sentence could be added next that would best maintain consistency in style?
A.

NASA recognized that Voss was a brainy astronaut and a leader.

B.

Voss became really best friends with many of the people with whom she worked.

* C.
D.

What had inspired Voss to become an astronaut was reading science fiction as a child.
Because she had it all together at an early age, Voss was all set to complete several
missions.

The student is asked to identify which sentence would best maintain consistency in style. Option A includes
the word “brainy,” which is an informal term for “smart” and therefore does not maintain the formal style of the
rest of the passage. Option B includes the phrase “became really best friends,” which is informal and therefore
does not maintain the formal style of the rest of the passage. Option C does not contain any informal words
or phrases, and therefore it maintains the formal style of the rest of the passage. Option D includes the
phrases “had it all together” and “all set,” both of which are informal phrases and therefore do not maintain the
formal style of the rest of the passage.
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PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
E07.D.2.1.4
56. Read the paragraph.
(1) Mount Davis, located in Forbes State Forest, is the tallest mountain in Pennsylvania.
(2) This fact would be interesting enough on its own, but the height of Mount Davis itself
is only part of the attraction. (3) At the very top of Mount Davis at about 3,213 feet above
sea level is a rock that is the highest point in Pennsylvania.
Which revision of sentence 3 best uses punctuation to emphasize how high the rock is?
A.

At the very top of Mount Davis; at about 3,213 feet above sea level; is a rock that is the
highest point in Pennsylvania.

B.

At the very top of Mount Davis, at about 3,213 feet above sea level, is a rock that is the
highest point in Pennsylvania.

C.

At the very top of Mount Davis (at about 3,213 feet above sea level) is a rock that is the
highest point in Pennsylvania.

* D.

At the very top of Mount Davis—at about 3,213 feet above sea level—is a rock that is the
highest point in Pennsylvania.

The student is asked to choose which revision of sentence 3 best uses punctuation to emphasize the height
of the rock. Option A is incorrect because semicolons are not used to emphasize elements within a sentence.
In Option B, the use of commas indicates that the words “at about 3,213 feet above sea level” are a nonessential
element. In Option C, the parentheses de-emphasize rather than emphasize the height of the rock. Option D
is correct because the em dashes place emphasis on the height of the rock.
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PSSA MATHEMATICS

MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

You may not use a calculator for questions 1–4.
A-N.1.1.1
1.

Joslyn built the shelf shown below to fit into a narrow closet.

0.05 m

0.05 m
0.3 m
shelf

The shelf is made of 3 pieces of wood, each 0.3 meter wide. There is also 0.05 meter of space
between the shelf and the wall on each side. What is the width, in meters, of Joslyn’s closet?
A.	 0.4		

uses only the three numbers in the diagram

B.	 0.8		

finds the correct combined width of the three boards but subtracts the two spaces

C.	 1		 *
D.	 1.9		

treats 0.05 as 5 tenths
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PSSA MATHEMATICS
A-N.1.1.3
2.

Multiply: 7
   × 1 2
}
}
8
3
A.	 1 11
}
24

*

7
B.	 1  }
12

multiplies the fractions together and keeps the whole number

C.	 1 19
}
21

converts to improper fractions and then cross-multiplies to get 40/21

D.	 2 1
} 		
3

incorrectly converts 1-2/3 to 8/3 instead of 5/3

A-N.1.1.3
3.

9   ?
Which value is equivalent to 0.45 ÷   }
10
81  		
A.	  }
200
B.	 1
} 		
2

does not take the reciprocal of 9/10

*

C.	 40.5

multiplies 45 × 9 and then divides by 10

D.	 50 		

treats 0.45 as 45/1 and multiplies it by 10/9
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PSSA MATHEMATICS
B-E.2.3.1
4.

1
Which estimate is closest to the value of 3 7
}  × 5  }  ?
8
16
A.	 15		

rounds both values down (to 3 and 5, respectively)

B.	 18		

rounds down to 3 and up to 6

C.	 20		
D.	 24		

*
rounds both values up (to 4 and 6, respectively)

A calculator is permitted for use in solving questions numbered 5–50 in this sampler.
A-N.1
5.

Ty is determining the value of the expression below.
–0.25(–3.25 + 5.65)
Which shows two expressions that are equivalent to Ty’s expression?
A.	 –0.25(8.9)
– 5.65 3.25
    +  }
 
}
4
4
1st expression: adds 3.25 and 5.65; 2nd
expression correct

C.	 –  2
   +  0.4
}
}   
4
4
–25(–325 + 565)

1

2

B.	 13 + 22.6
–25(2.4) ÷ 100
1st expression: divides -3.25 and 5.65 by -0.25,
forgets to change sign between addends;
2nd expression correct

D.	 2.4 ÷ (–4)

1st expression correct; 2nd expression:
multiplies each term by 100
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PSSA MATHEMATICS
A-N.1.1
6.

After a party, there are parts of three pizzas remaining. There is  3
}  of a pepperoni pizza
4
5
11
remaining,  }  of a cheese pizza remaining, and  }  of a sausage pizza remaining. The 5 friends
8
12
who organized the party split the remaining pizza equally. What fraction of a whole pizza does
each person get?
5  		
A.	  }
24
B.	 11
} 		
24

adds numerator and denominator, subtracts from 1

*

C.	 1
} 		
2

converts 5/8 as 20/24

D.	 11
} 		
20

uses common denominator of 12, thinks 8 goes into 12 twice
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PSSA MATHEMATICS
A-N.1.1.2
7.

Corrine plans to spend $20 on a new shirt, $13 on dinner, and $4 on a bus ticket. She
knows that she will earn $30 for baby-sitting. Which number line represents a strategy for
determining how many more dollars Corrine needs to earn so that she earns exactly as much
as she plans to spend?
A.	
–20

–13

–4

0

10

does not show operation (-20) + (-13) + (-4)+30 + x; places individual costs on number line then
shows (-20) + (20 + 10)

B.	
–20

–13

–4

0

30

does not show operation (-20) + (-13) + (-4) + 30 + x; places costs and earnings on number line

C.	
–37 –33

–20

–37 –33

–20

–7

0

*
D.	
0

30

does not show operation (-20) + (-13) + (-4) + 30
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PSSA MATHEMATICS
A-N.1.1.3
8.

Keyana put 0.83 liter of water into a bucket. Matt put 0.98 liter of water into another bucket.
When they combined their water into a bigger bucket, 10% of the water spilled out. The water
they collected had a weight of 1.021 kilograms per liter of water. The expression shown below
represents the weight, in kilograms, of the water in the bigger bucket.
[0.9(0.83 + 0.98)] × 1.021
Rounded to the nearest thousandth, what is the weight, in kilograms, of the water in the
bigger bucket?
A.	 1.663		 *
B.	 1.748		 0.9 × 0.83 + 0.98 × 1.021, does not distribute 0.9 (90%) nor 1.021
C.	 1.763		 (0.9 × 0.83 + 0.98) × 1.021, distributes 1.021, but not 0.9
D.	 1.848		 (0.83 + 0.98) × 1.021, does not multiply by 0.9 to account for 10% spilled
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PSSA MATHEMATICS
A-R.1.1.1
C-G.2.2.2
9.

Simon is filling the water tank shown below.

1m

0.5 m

0.5 m

After 2 minutes, the tank is filled up to  1
}  of its height. What is the rate, in cubic meters per
5
minute, at which Simon is filling up the water tank?
A.	 0.025		 *
B.	 0.050		 only multiplies 1/5 of height by 1 side when determining volume (forgets width)
C.	 0.100		 calculates 1/5 ÷ 2
D.	 0.125		 forgets to take 1/5 of height
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PSSA MATHEMATICS
A-R.1.1.2
10. The graph below models the relationship between the time ( x), in hours, Janet works and the
amount of money ( y), in dollars, she earns.

Amount of Money ($)

y

Janet’s Earnings

80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Time (hours)

x

Which statement explains how Janet knows that the number of hours she works and the
amount of money she earns are proportionally related?
A.	 The graph is a straight line with a positive slope.
identifies a trait of the line

B.	 The graph is a straight line that passes through (0, 0).
*
C.	 The graph is a straight line that passes through (1, 12.5).
identifies the unit rate and thinks since it passes through x = 1 it must be a proportional relationship

D.	 The graph is a straight line with no negative x or y values.
thinks proportional relationships must represent positive quantities
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