Dear High School Literature Students,
I hope that everything is going well, and that your family is happy and healthy!
We have the obvious challenge, and necessity, of continuing to learn even though we cannot
meet in person. As a way to address this I am encouraging you to continue reading and writing as
much as you can on your own. This encouragement will take several different approaches that I
will list below!
1) Book Report
- Please select a book off of openlibrary.org, or https://www.nypl.org and read it in its
entirety (It can be anything that you are interested in!).
- After reading the book please complete a typed book report or complete 6/10 response
option worksheets that are attached below.
- The important thing is that we continue to read and write!
2) Google Classroom
- I will continue to post readings, videos, and work to the google classroom. Please check it
regularly and complete assignments by the deadlines.
- 9th Grade: We will be reading and responding to Persepolis by Marjan Satropi
- 10th Grade: We will explore some texts (poetry and essays) that surround
American Romanticism and Transcendentalism.
- 11th Grade: Since we don’t have a classroom feel free to reach out and I am
happy to provide you with something to do!
- 12th Grade: I will post various short stories, videos, articles that connect to
existentialism and we will focus mostly on discussion as a class.
3) Worksheets
- I will post the Philadelphia School District Learning Resources, please complete
these at your own pace!

If you need me for anything at all please email me at gnugent@pfpcs.org or give me a call/text
267-885-5972!
Again, please do not hesitate to reach out! Hope everyone is safe and healthy!
Best,
Mr. Nugent

PFP High School Book Report
Use this format to help you organize and write your book report on your selection from the
supplemental reading list.
General information:
Follow the MLA format.
Paragraphs must be a minimum of three to five sentences.
Please type your report in 12 pt., Times New Roman, black font.
Titles must be in italics or underlined.
Your book report should contain the following:
1. Title of the book (underlined or italicized)
2. Author
3. Type of book: Fiction/Nonfiction
4. Setting: Time and Place (Be specific)
5. Told in the First, Second, or Third person. (Person here means that the language indicates
“through whose eyes,” you see the action in the book.) Point of View Singular Plural First
Person I, me We, us Second Person You You Third Person He, She, It They, Them
6. Protagonist: Who is the story or novel’s central character?
7. Antagonist: Who are the characters or forces in conflict with or in opposition to the
protagonist or main character? Identify them and show how they oppose the main character.
(Remember, the antagonist can be a person, nature, or the main character himself.)
8. List any additional characters that are central to the plot and describe them briefly. \
9. Limit plot summary to one substantial paragraph.
10. Your opinion: What you liked or disliked about the book. How could it have been improved?
11. Include a memorable quote: Were you inspired by a particular line or character’s remark
from the book?
12. Conclusion: Summarize your report in a brief, concluding paragraph. For example, your
opening sentence of the concluding paragraph could read: In conclusion, Tuck Everlasting by
Natalie Babbitt is the story of a family who is unable to age. For years, this secret is closely
guarded; however, on a hot summer day, fate takes hold and changes the Tuck’s lives forever.

Whose Phone Is This?
Choose one of the characters and complete the three steps to show
what would be on this person’s phone. Be sure your answers are written
in complete sentences. If you need more room, feel free to continue
writing on the back of this sheet.

1 Wallpaper – Sketch the character’s phone wallpaper with
colored pencils. Then, explain why this image
choice would appeal to this character:

2 Email or Text – This character just received two messages.
Thinking back over the reading, explain which other
characters just sent messages to this character and the
content of each message:

3

Playlist – Write three song
titles with artists’ names
that would likely be on this
character’s playlist. Be sure to
explain your reasoning as to
why these three songs would
appeal to this character:

Whose Phone Is This?
Choose one of the characters and complete the three steps to show
what would be on this person’s phone. Be sure your answers are written
in complete sentences. If you need more room, feel free to continue
writing on the back of this sheet.

1 Wallpaper – Sketch the character’s phone wallpaper with
colored pencils. Then, explain why this image
choice would appeal to this character:

This was a photo that Jem snapped of Scout and her
father when they weren’t looking. It’s Scout’s favorite
photo, so she made it her wallpaper/screensaver. Scout
idolizes her father, Atticus Finch, and this rare moment of
tenderness from him reminds her every day that he loves
her and will always provide a safe, comforting place
when the trials of the world leave her feeling weary.

2 Email or Text – This character just received two messages.
Thinking back over the reading, explain which other
characters just sent messages to this character and the
content of each message:

Scout just received two messages, one from Calpurnia and
one from Dill. Calpurnia wants to know where Scout is
because she was supposed to be home two hours ago. Dill
sent his message to let Scout know that his mom is going to
allow him to leave early to vacation at Aunt Rachel’s house
for the next school holiday. He wants to make sure that Jem
and Scout will be there when he arrives.

EXAMPLE: Scout Finch, To Kill a Mockingbird
3

Playlist – Write three song
titles with artists’ names
that would likely be on this
character’s playlist. Be sure to
explain your reasoning as to
why these three songs would
appeal to this character:
1. “Why Can’t We Be
Friends?” by War
Scout doesn’t understand why
different classes of people
can’t be friends. For example,
her failed attempt to befriend
Walter Cunningham leaves her
perplexed.
2. “Just a Girl”
by No Doubt
Scout wants to resist Aunt
Alexandra’s attempts to
feminize her and this anthem
of girl power and questioning
of traditional gender
expectations is fitting for Scout.
3. “Waiting on the World to
Change” by John Mayer
In the Jim Crow South of
Scout’s childhood, it seems
like there’s little she can do
to evoke a positive social
change. This, of course, isn’t
true. One person, we discover,
has the power to change the
hearts and minds of many
people.

Image credit for both phone and Atticus sketch: Pixabay, Public domain

On the next two pages, you’ll find modified versions
of this assignment designed for students
who lack a musical background from which to draw examples.

Whose Phone Is This?
Choose one of the characters and complete the three steps to show
what would be on this person’s phone. Be sure your answers are written
in complete sentences. If you need more room, feel free to continue
writing on the back of this sheet.

1 Wallpaper – Sketch the character’s phone wallpaper with
colored pencils. Then, explain why this image
choice would appeal to this character:

2 Email or Text – This character just received two messages.
Thinking back over the reading, explain which other
characters just sent messages to this character and the
content of each message:

3

Search History – Write
three well-known,
school-appropriate websites
that the character would’ve
recently visited. Be sure
to explain your reasoning
as to why these three sites
would be of interest to this
character:

Whose Phone Is This?
Choose one of the characters and complete the three steps to show
what would be on this person’s phone. Be sure your answers are written
in complete sentences. If you need more room, feel free to continue
writing on the back of this sheet.

1 Wallpaper – Sketch the character’s phone wallpaper with
colored pencils. Then, explain why this image
choice would appeal to this character:

2 Email or Text – This character just received two messages.
Thinking back over the reading, explain which other
characters just sent messages to this character and the
content of each message:

3

Movie Playlist – Write
three film titles that would
likely be on this character’s
playlist. Be sure to explain
your reasoning as to why
these three movies would
appeal to this character:

Finally, on the last page, you’ll find the original
assignment, only designed to be used with
historical figures rather than literary characters.

Whose Phone Is This?
Choose a historical figure and complete the three steps to show what
would be on this person’s phone. Be sure your answers are written
in complete sentences. If you need more room, feel free to continue
writing on the back of this sheet.

1 Wallpaper – Sketch the person’s phone wallpaper with
colored pencils. Then, explain why this image
choice would appeal to this person:

2 Email or Text – This person just received two messages.

Thinking back over the reading, explain which other people
just sent messages to this person and the content of each
message:

3

Playlist – Write three song
titles with artists’ names
that would likely be on this
person’s playlist. Be sure to
explain your reasoning as to
why these three songs would
appeal to him/her:

County Sheriff’s Office
Offense/Incident Report

COUNTY
SHERIFF

Report Status:
(Check one)

OFFENSE

or

INCIDENT

If this is an OFFENSE:
(Check one)

Felony or

Reporting Officer:

Case Number:

Date of Report:

Misdemeanor or

Petty Offense

Date & TIme of Offense/Incident:

(Your name goes here)

Name of Person who Reported the Offense/Incident:

For all people on report, use the following codes:

V = Victim
W = Witness
S = Suspect

Address and/or Location of Offense/Incident:

Ex:
Sam Smith (V) reported that...

Reporting Officer’s Summary of Offense/Incident:

I hereby attest that the following report is an accurate representation of witness accounts reported to me and my own personal
observations of the offense/incident scene.

Signature of Reporting Officer
Suspect Information
Name, if known:				

Gender:

Age:

Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Eyes:

Was an arrest made? (Check one) If no, the suspect’s last known location:
YES

or

NO

On the reverse side of this paper, Reporting Office must draw a sketch of the crime scene/incident layout. Be sure to label any important details.

County Sheriff’s Office
Offense/Incident Report

COUNTY
SHERIFF

Report Status:
(Check one)

X

Reporting Officer:

(Your name goes here)

OFFENSE

or

INCIDENT

If this is an OFFENSE:
(Check one)

X

Felony or

Case Number:

123abc

Date of Report:

09/12/1937

Misdemeanor or

Petty Offense

Date & TIme of Offense/Incident:

Officer Peter Pupil

09/12/1937, 2:25 p.m.

Name of Person who Reported the Offense/Incident:

For all people on report, use the following codes:

Harry Hayseed (W), local farmer

Address and/or Location of Offense/Incident:

Smith ranch on Highway 17 in Weed, Calif.

V = Victim
W = Witness
S = Suspect

Ex:
Sam Smith (V) reported that...

Reporting Officer’s Summary of Offense/Incident:

Hayseed called police when Shelly Smith (V), age 18, ran to his house, crying,
with scrapes on her hands and knees and wearing a ripped red dress. Shelly
Smith was interviewed at the Hayseed residence. Victim stated that a worker at
her father’s ranch grabbed the back of her dress. When she told him to let go
of her, he continued to tighten his grip, knocking her to the ground. Smith said
she screamed for help as the man towered over her. Another worker at the
ranch, later identified as George Milton, came upon the attack and grabbed
the larger man, pulling him away from Smith, the victim reported. Both men
were last seen running toward Highway 17. Attacker was identified as Lennie
Small (S). Police dogs were released to track the men, but neither was located.

I hereby attest that the following report is an accurate representation of witness accounts reported to me and my own personal
observations of the offense/incident scene.

Peter Pupil, Sheriff’s Deputy

Signature of Reporting Officer
Suspect Information
Name, if known:				

Lennie Small

Gender:

male

Age:

27

Height:

6 ft, 10 in.

Weight:

320 lb.

Hair:

lt. brw.

Eyes:

green

Was an arrest made? (Check one) If no, the suspect’s last known location:
YES

or

X

NO

Last seen running toward Highway with George Milton

On the reverse side of this paper, Reporting Office must draw a sketch of the crime scene/incident layout. Be sure to label any important details.

2

Write the full sentence from the reading that includes your word. Don’t forget
to include the page number. If you need more space, feel free to continue the
sentence on the back of this sheet.

4

Using clues from the sentence, take a guess
about what the word means. It’s okay if you’re
wrong; I just want you to take a guess.

5

Look up the word in a dictionary and record the definition.
This is called the word’s denotation.

Adverb
nc

Cir
cl

Adjective

nte

Now that you know the actual meaning of the word,
what other things come to mind when you think about
this word? These extra associations that aren’t from the
dictionary are called a word’s connotation.

is used in the se

6

Verb

s it

3

Noun

ha

’s part of
word
spe
he
t
ec
e

7

Write two accurate synonyms.
Be sure these synonyms are the
same part of speech as the word
you’re learning.

1.

# 2.
rom
ef

2.

9

Write your own sentence correctly using the word. Be sure that it’s clear to the reader that you understand the
word’s meaning. If you need more space, feel free to continue your sentence on the back of this sheet.

8

Write two accurate antonyms. Be sure these
antonyms are the same part of speech as the word
you’re learning.

1.

2.

10

Scramble the letters in the word to make
three new words. These new words each
need to be at least four letters long.

1.

2.

DICTIONARY

WORD!

3.

Directions: Looking back over the reading, find a word (noun, verb, adjective, or
adverb) that you don’t know. Then, follow the steps, completing each task in order.
(Sorry, but your word choice cannot be a pronoun, preposition, conjunction, or
interjection. You’ll see why when you start completing the steps.)

Write the word you chose:

1

11

Draw a symbol that will help
you remember this word.

Sample from To Kill a Mockingbird, ch. 1

Write the full sentence from the reading that includes your word. Don’t forget
to include the page number. If you need more space, feel free to continue the
sentence on the back of this sheet.

Using clues from the sentence, take a guess
about what the word means. It’s okay if you’re
wrong; I just want you to take a guess.

Adjective
# 2.
rom
ef

9

Adverb

7

nte

In Spanish class, I just found out that “mal”
means “bad” in that language, so this word
makes me think of villains, like Maleficent
from Sleeping Beauty. Stormy weather and/or
evil people are malevolent. The ending of the
word also makes me think of violence.

Verb

is used in the se

Now that you know the actual meaning of the word,
what other things come to mind when you think about
this word? These extra associations that aren’t from the
dictionary are called a word’s connotation.

Write two accurate synonyms.
Be sure these synonyms are the
same part of speech as the word
you’re learning.

1. Hostile

2. Venomous

Write your own sentence correctly using the word. Be sure that it’s clear to the reader that you understand the
word’s meaning. If you need more space, feel free to continue your sentence on the back of this sheet.

Despite her kind words, the
malevolent look in the girl’s eyes
warned me that she should not be
trusted.

WORD!
DICTIONARY

Having or showing a wish to do evil
to others.

s it

6

Look up the word in a dictionary and record the definition.
This is called the word’s denotation.

ha

3

5

Malevolent probably means
“bad” or “causing trouble.”
Everyone seems scared of the
Radley house, so
’s part of
word
spe
e
h
it probably has
ec
et
something bad
Noun
inside.

Cir
cl

“Inside the house lived a
malevolent phantom” (8).

4

nc

2

8

Write two accurate antonyms. Be sure these
antonyms are the same part of speech as the word
you’re learning.

1. Kind

2. Benevolent

10

Scramble the letters in the word to make
three new words. These new words each
need to be at least four letters long.

11

Draw a symbol that will help
you remember this word.

1. love

2. level

3. enamel

Directions: Looking back over the reading, find a word (noun, verb, adjective, or
adverb) that you don’t know. Then, follow the steps, completing each task in order.
(Sorry, but your word choice cannot be a pronoun, preposition, conjunction, or
interjection. You’ll see why when you start completing the steps.)

Write the word you chose:

1

malevolent

Direct and Indirect Characterization
Direct characterization is a trait (physical or personality) that the narrator directly tells
us about a character. Indirect characterization includes a variety of things we can
infer about a character based on his/her actions, thoughts, and interactions with other
characters in the story.

Directions: Choose one of the characters from our current piece of literature and complete
the following tasks. For tasks #1–4, you need to find and write down a line from the text
(with page number) and then explain what can be inferred about the character based on
this bit of text. If you need more space to write, continue answers on the back of this sheet.
For task #5, use colored pencils to sketch what the character physically looks like.
Name of character:

1. Something we’re directly told about the character by the narrator:
3. Something the character does (an action he/she takes):

What does this show us about the character?
What does this show us about the character?
5. Sketch me

4. Something another character says/feels about the character:
2. Something the character says:

What does this show us about the character?

What does this show us about the character?

Direct and Indirect Characterization
Direct characterization is a trait (physical or personality) that the narrator directly tells
us about a character. Indirect characterization includes a variety of things we can
infer about a character based on his/her actions, thoughts, and interactions with other
characters in the story.

Directions: Choose one of the characters from our current piece of literature and complete
the following tasks. For tasks #1–4, you need to find and write down a line from the text
(with page number) and then explain what can be inferred about the character based on
this bit of text. If you need more space to write, continue answers on the back of this sheet.
For task #5, use colored pencils to sketch what the character physically looks like.
Name of character:

Katniss Everdeen from The Hunger Games

1. Something we’re directly told about the character by the narrator:
“I pull on trousers, a shirt, tuck my long dark braid up into a cap, and grab my
forage bag” (4).

3. Something the character does (an action he/she takes):

What does this show us about the character?
In this passage, we’re directly told what Katniss wears, what her hair looks like,
and what task she’s about to undertake, foraging
food for her family. From this description, we see
5. Sketch me
that she’s not a girly-girl; she’s practical. Trousers
and a braid suggest a no-nonsense quality to her
approach to life and a lack of vanity.

What does this show us about the character? In this passage, we learn that
Katniss’ practicality wins out over her sentiment. She says she
“almost” regretted killing the lynx, but she didn’t regret it because
the action benefitted her in the end. Because we know this book
will b about her journey to the Hunger Games, it’s clear that she
will kill when she needs to kill.

“My real name is Katniss, but when I first told [Gale], I had barely whispered it. So he
thought I’d said Catnip. Then when this crazy lynx started following me around the
woods looking for handouts, it became his official nickname for me. I finally had to
kill the lynx because he scared off game. I almost regretted it because he wasn’t bad
company. But I got a decent price for his pelt” (7).

4. Something another character says/feels about the character:
2. Something the character says:
“‘Tuck your tail in, little duck,’ I say, smoothing the
blouse back in place” (15).

“‘We could do it, you know,’ Gale says quietly.
‘What?’ I ask.
‘Leave the district. Run off. Live in the woods. You and I, we
could make it,’ says Gale” (9).

What does this show us about the character?

What does this show us about the character?

This shows that Katniss is a loving older sister to
Prim. Addressing Prim as “little duck” suggests a
tenderness is present in Katniss, even though she
has to be tough when she’s out in District 12.

This shows that Katniss has strength and survival skills. Gale,
her friend, has thought about their ability to survive outside
of their district and knows she would be able to overcome
those challenges. It may also suggest she is attractive as a
partner because he suggests they leave and live together,
possibly as more than just friends.
Image credit: Pixabay, Public domain

Directions

NEW BOOK FORTUNE TELLER
After you’ve read the first chapter, stop
reading and complete this sheet. If you
run out of space on the grid for any of
your answers, feel free to continue writing
on the back of this sheet.

3

“You are about to embark on an important journey.”
Author’s Name and Year Published:

Title of Book:

1

2

Describe the protagonist, including his/her name if it has
been given. How do you feel about this person?

Cir
cl

enre to which y
ou

Drama

Horror

Romance
Comedy

Adventure

Sci Fi

is book belo
ng

Mystery

ct t h

4

Name any important historical event that happened within one year
of this book’s publication:

spe
su

e

g
the

5

6

Type of narration in this chapter (Circle one):

First-Person

Third-Person

If this, then also circle one of these:

s:

Fantasy

7

If you were going to cast the role of the protagonist for a film version of this book, what well-known
actor or actress would you choose? Why?

Omniscient

(Knows everything and has access to
all characters’ internal thoughts)

8

9

12

In what time period is this story set?

10

Limited

(Access to only one
character’s internal thoughts)

Objective

(No access to any internal thoughts,
more like a witness or journalist)

What do you sense will be the central conflict of this story?

In what place is this story set?

11

Who (or what) do you think will be the main antagonist?

Find and write a line that helped you determine either #9 or #10 above.
(Yes, I want you to write the full sentence and include the page number citation.)

14

The crystal ball wants to know...

Do you think you’re
going to enjoy this
book?

13

Judge the book by its cover. Does the cover design (examine both artwork
and typeface) chosen by the publisher make you want to read this book?
Why or why not?

(Circle one)

Maybe

Yes
No

Image credit: Pixabay, Public domain

Cover Artist – Judging a Book by its Cover
Answer the following questions with complete sentences. If you need more room for your
answers, feel free to continue writing on the back of this sheet.

1. Thinking back to the beginning of our study of this book, what was your first
impression of this book based on the cover? Now that you know the story, do you
like this book’s cover? Why or why not?

2. In what year was this book first published?
3. Does the cover look like it was designed in the year the book was published or
at a later date? How can you tell?

4. What mood, do you suppose, was the cover artist trying to create with this
artwork, font/typography, and color palette?

5. Find and write down a line from the book that you think inspired the cover artist.
Include the page number.

6. Pretend you’re an illustrator. The book’s publisher wants to release a new edition
and you’ve been hired to create a fresh cover. Draw your vision of a new cover
in your artist’s sketchbook on the right. On the back of this paper, write down a
specific line from the text (use a different line than the one you used in question
#5) that inspired your artwork and explain your design choices.
Image credit: Pixabay, Public domain

Globe Tribune
Name of the deceased:

Nickname:

Obituary Request Form
Age:

Date of death:

Name of person submitting this obituary information and relationship to the deceased:
Cause of death:

Location of death:

Describe the personal interests of the deceased:

Life accomplishments of the deceased:

Describe any unusual attributes, important moments, or an interesting story involving the deceased:
(If more writing space is needed, feel free to continue on the back of this page.)

Wise words from the deceased:
(Look back through the text and
record a line from the character that
would be appropriate to include in
his/her obituary.)

Six words that describe this person’s life:

Names and relationships of any family members of the deceased:

Day, time, and place of funeral service:

Will the deceased be buried or cremated? Circle one:

Burial
In lieu of flowers, please name a charity organization where you would like donations to be sent in honor of the deceased:

Cremation

Example from Of Mice and Men
Obituary Request Form

Globe Tribune
Name of the deceased:

Lennie Small

Nickname:

Age:

n/a

30

Name of person submitting this obituary information and relationship to the deceased:

Slim, former supervisor and co-worker

Cause of death:

Lennie was shot in the head

Date of death:

8/15/35

(reasonable guesses are okay)

Location of death:

In the brush near Soledad, Ca.

Describe the personal interests of the deceased:

Lennie Small was a kind-hearted man who enjoyed spending time
with animals. He didn’t talk much, but he was especially animated
when discussing his plan to tend rabbits. He was a faithful
friend to George Milton, his traveling companion. He liked soft
things, such as velvet and rabbits’ feet.

Life accomplishments of the deceased:

Lennie was the hardest worker and the biggest, strongest man
to ever set foot on the ranch where I oversee the hired hands as
the jerkline skinner.

Describe any unusual attributes, important moments, or an interesting story involving the deceased:
(If more writing space is needed, feel free to continue on the back of this page.)

Lennie had a great sense of humor and laughed when our co-worker
Carlson joked about his last name. “Ain’t small at all,” Carlson said
when he first met Lennie, and we all had a good laugh about the irony
of his name. Lennie was recently given a puppy from my dog Lulu’s
litter and Lennie cared for that little pup like he was the mama himself.
It was heartwarming to see such a big guy be so loving and kind.

A man of few words, Lennie didn’t say a lot, but my co-worker
Crooks said that Lennie once told him, “...I seen your light. I
thought I could jus’ come in an’ set” (75). Simple actions,
such as just sitting and talking with a new friend, were the kind of joys that
Lennie embraced.

Wise words from the deceased:
(Look back through the text and
record a line from the character that
would be appropriate to include in
his/her obituary.)

Six words that describe this person’s life:

The world ignored his true value.

Names and relationships of any family members of the deceased:

No surviving blood relatives. His closest friend was George Milton,
who sometimes called himself Lennie’s cousin.

Day, time, and place of funeral service:

Aug. 18, 10 a.m., Monterey County cemetery

Will the deceased be buried or cremated? Circle one:

Burial

In lieu of flowers, please name a charity organization where you would like donations to be sent in honor of the deceased:

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA)

Cremation

Video Channel Characterization
Directions: Choose one of the characters and complete
the following steps to show what would be on this person’s
video channel. Be sure your answers are written in complete
sentences. If you need more room, feel free to continue
writing on the back of this sheet. For task #9, use colored
pencils to sketch what the character’s channel art would
look like.

5

Describe three video topics that this character will cover on the
channel. Don’t forget to include a snappy title for each.

Name of Character:

1

2

What would the character name his/her video channel?

Describe the character’s intended audience. (For whom are these videos being made?)

3

Main purpose of channel (Circle one):

4

Business

Education

Entertainment

6

Complete the character’s “About” section, describing what he/she would want viewers to know about him/her. This section
needs to be exactly three sentences – no more, no less.

7

List three other video channels (real or fictional)
to which this character would subscribe:

1. Video title:

Topic:

1.

8

List three advertisers (real or fictional) that this character would
want to sponsor his/her videos. Also, explain why each
advertiser is a good match for this channel.

1.

2. Video title:
2.
Topic:

2.

3.

3.

3. Video title:

9
Topic:

00:01/03:30

Design the channel’s artwork that would
be seen at the beginning of each video.
Be sure to include a tagline/slogan,
which needs to be a short line from the
book that reflects this character’s life
philosophy. Write the page number
from the book where your tagline quote
appears:

KEY, featuring Friar Laurence from The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet

Video Channel Characterization
Directions: Choose one of the characters and complete
the following steps to show what would be on this person’s
video channel. Be sure your answers are written in complete
sentences. If you need more room, feel free to continue
writing on the back of this sheet. For task #9, use colored
pencils to sketch what the character’s channel art would
look like.

5

Describe three video topics that this character will cover on the
channel. Don’t forget to include a snappy title for each.

1. Video title:

An Open Letter to Verona
Topic:

In this video, the Friar explains and
apologizes for his role in the deaths of
Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet.

Name of Character:

1

Friar Laurence

2

Citizens of Verona and other clergy members

Main purpose of channel (Circle one):

4

6

Friar Laurence is the chief religious counselor for the Italian town of
Verona. Involved in all aspects of civil life, the Friar’s opinion is regularly
sought by respected families. Prince Escalus publicly supports the Friar’s
appointment, saying the town has always “known thee for a holy man.”
7

List three other video channels (real or fictional)
to which this character would subscribe:

So You Want to be a Nun

2.

DailyDevotionals.com

In this video, the Friar interviews
Rosaline, the newest member of the
Verona nunnery. (Includes tips for
easing the transition into holy life.)

3.

Organic Gardening

Topic:

In this video, the Friar explains the
health effects of dandelion greens
and presents five tasty recipes.

Entertainment

Complete the character’s “About” section, describing what he/she would want viewers to know about him/her. This section
needs to be exactly three sentences – no more, no less.

Catholic Church Today

Five Uses for Dandelion Juice

Business

Education

1.

3. Video title:

The Friendly Friar of Verona

Describe the character’s intended audience. (For whom are these videos being made?)

3

2. Video title:

Topic:

What would the character name his/her video channel?

The Friendly
Friar
of Verona

8
1.

2.

List three advertisers (real or fictional) that this character would
want to sponsor his/her videos. Also, explain why each
advertiser is a good match for this channel.

CatholicShop.com – This company
sells rosaries and communion
supplies.
Miracle–Gro – This product helps
plants grow strong.
3.
Ladybugs ‘R Us –
This company sells
live ladybugs, which
benefit all gardens.
9

Wisely and slow;
they stumble that run fast.

Design the channel’s artwork that would
be seen at the beginning of each video.
Be sure to include a tagline/slogan,
which needs to be a short line from the
book that reflects this character’s life
philosophy. Write the page number
from the book where your tagline quote
appears:

Act 2, Sc. 3, line 94

00:01/03:30

Image credit: Pixabay, Public domain

Aquarius

Pisces

Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

1/20–2/18

2/19–3/20

3/21–4/19

4/20–5/20

5/21–6/20

6/21–7/22

Strengths: Clever, original
humanitarian, inventive
Weaknesses: Unemotional,
sarcastic, rebellious, off-track

Strengths: Compassionate,
devoted, intuitive, creative
Weaknesses: Oversensitive,
indecisive, lazy, daydreamy

Strengths: Independent,
generous, dynamic, courageous
Weaknesses: Impulsive,
moody, impatient, self-involved

Strengths: Dependable,
loyal, persistent, patient
Weaknesses: Possessive,
stubborn, self-indulgent, greedy

Strengths: Adventurous,
witty, adaptable, energetic
Weaknesses: Superficial,
restless, impulsive, flaky

Strengths: Thoughtful,
caring, driven, comforting
Weaknesses: Unpredictable,
self-pitying, clingy, insecure

Character’s name:

Character’s name:

Astrological sign that best fits this character:

Astrological sign that best fits this character:

Explain your choice:

Explain your choice:

Directions:

Choose two characters from our current
piece of literature and complete a section
for each one. When finished, complete the
third section below. If you need more
space to write, continue your answers
on the back of this sheet.

Write a line from the text (don’t forget to include the page number) that supports your explanation:

Write a line from the text (don’t forget to include the page number) that supports your explanation:

Which of these is your astrological sign? Do you think there are any merits to this description of your personality or is astrology just a bunch of mumbo–jumbo? Explain your answer.

Strengths: Encouraging,
confident, ambitious, strong
Weaknesses: Domineering,
vain, pretentious, dramatic

Strengths: Observant,
helpful, reliable, precise
Weaknesses: Skeptical,
fussy, inflexible, cold

Strengths: Diplomatic,
graceful, idealistic, peaceful
Weaknesses: Indecisive,
dependent, self-doubting, quiet

Strengths: Passionate,
resourceful, dynamic, indulgent
Weaknesses: Manipulative,
jealous, suspicious, unyielding

Strengths: Independent,
honest, wise, curious
Weaknesses: Forgetful,
imprecise, irritable, reckless

Strengths: Sympathetic,
deep, thoughtful, organized
Weaknesses: Closed-minded,
rigid, aloof, controlling

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

7/23–8/22

8/23–9/22

9/23–10/22

10/23–11/21

11/22–12/21

12/22–1/19

Aquarius

Pisces

Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

1/20–2/18

2/19–3/20

3/21–4/19

4/20–5/20

5/21–6/20

6/21–7/22

Strengths: Clever, original
humanitarian, inventive
Weaknesses: Unemotional,
sarcastic, rebellious, off-track

Strengths: Compassionate,
devoted, intuitive, creative
Weaknesses: Oversensitive,
indecisive, lazy, daydreamy

Strengths: Independent,
generous, dynamic, courageous
Weaknesses: Impulsive,
moody, impatient, self-involved

Strengths: Dependable,
loyal, persistent, patient
Weaknesses: Possessive,
stubborn, self-indulgent, greedy

Strengths: Adventurous,
witty, adaptable, energetic
Weaknesses: Superficial,
restless, impulsive, flaky

Strengths: Thoughtful,
caring, driven, comforting
Weaknesses: Unpredictable,
self-pitying, clingy, insecure

Character’s name:

Juliet Capulet

Astrological sign that best fits this character:

Character’s name:

Leo

Romeo Montague

Astrological sign that best fits this character:

Gemini

Explain your choice:

Explain your choice:

Write a line from the text (don’t forget to include the page number) that supports your explanation:
During Act 2, Sc. 2 in lines 143-145, she says to Romeo, “If that thy bent of love be honorable,/Thy purpose marriage, send me word tomorrow,/By one that I’ll procure to come
to thee...” which shows she’s pretty confident that he’s going to want to be with her since
she’s actually the one who first suggests marriage here. She’s a confident girl and he’s
going to have to put a ring on her finger. This is also a Leo-like dramatic move.

Write a line from the text (don’t forget to include the page number) that supports your explanation:

Romeo mostly fits the description of the Gemini, as he is witty,
In Act 1, Scene 3, the Nurse says that Juliet was born on
energetic, and pretty adventurous. He trades puns with Mercutio
Lammas Eve. In the footnotes, it explains that Lammastide was
a celebration of the summer harvest on Aug. 1.
very easily and can leap over an orchard wall
Directions:
The eve of that holiday would be July 31, the
with no trouble at all. He even stays up all night
Choose two characters from our current
day of Juliet’s birth. The traits of the Leo don’t
on the evening that he meets Juliet, not stopping
piece of literature and complete a section
each one. When finished, complete the
smoothly fit the character of Juliet, with the ex- for
to sleep before he runs to seek help from Friar
third section below. If you need more
ception of her being quite strong and confident
Lawrence. Finally, he also shows Gemini superfispace to write, continue your answers
on the back of this sheet.
in her choice of marrying Romeo. I suppose she
ciality by falling so quickly out of love with Rois also a bit dramatic, one of the weaknesses
saline the moment that he sees Juliet. The Friar
listed, but Romeo often seems even more dramatic than Juliet.
even mentions Romeo’s fickleness and impulsivity in Act 2, Sc. 3.
While seeking the assistance of Friar Lawrence, Romeo says, “O, let us hence!
I stand on sudden haste” (2.3.93). In this line, “I stand on sudden haste”
means “I insist on us doing this quickly.” The impulsivity is part of what creates such trouble for the young lovers later in the play.

Which of these is your astrological sign? Do you think there are any merits to this description of your personality or is astrology just a bunch of mumbo–jumbo? Explain your answer.

Students’ answers will vary. Your artistic students may find some connections to their descriptions (they’re written so broadly that most people
can find something to identify with), while your logic-minded students will call this out as scientifically invalid. Still, kids love finding their own
signs and comparing with their friends. You might tell your students your sign and let them decide if the descriptors are a fit to your personality.
Strengths: Encouraging,
confident, ambitious, strong
Weaknesses: Domineering,
vain, pretentious, dramatic

Strengths: Observant,
helpful, reliable, precise
Weaknesses: Skeptical,
fussy, inflexible, cold

Strengths: Diplomatic,
graceful, idealistic, peaceful
Weaknesses: Indecisive,
dependent, self-doubting, quiet

Strengths: Passionate,
resourceful, dynamic, indulgent
Weaknesses: Manipulative,
jealous, suspicious, unyielding

Strengths: Independent,
honest, wise, curious
Weaknesses: Forgetful,
imprecise, irritable, reckless

Strengths: Sympathetic,
deep, thoughtful, organized
Weaknesses: Closed-minded,
rigid, aloof, controlling

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

7/23–8/22

8/23–9/22

9/23–10/22

10/23–11/21

11/22–12/21

12/22–1/19

Character’s Name and Email Address:

Application for Employment

Job Objective (What type of job is this character seeking?)

Education and/or Work Experience:

Directions:
Pretend that you are one
of the characters from our
current piece of literature and
fill out this job application,
basing the information on
things the character has
said or done. Be prepared
to defend your answers. If
you need more room to
write, please continue on
the back of this page.

Hobbies, Clubs, or Organizations:

Special Skills or Qualifications: (What makes this applicant a particularly good match for this job?)

Name of Reference*:

Relationship to Applicant:

Length of Relationship? Reference’s Email Address:

1.
2.
3.
*The references must be other characters from the story who would have something positive to say about the applicant. Whenever possible, use actual information from the text;
some elements, though, such as length of relationship will probably need to be a reasonable estimation. The email addresses, of course, will be your own creative invention.

Application for Employment

Character’s Name and Email Address:

Odysseus Laertiades

homerismyhomie@gmail.com

Job Objective (What type of job is this character seeking?)

Middle school physical education teacher
Education and/or Work Experience:

Directions:
Pretend that you are one
of the characters from our
current piece of literature and
fill out this job application,
basing the information on
things the character has
said or done. Be prepared
to defend your answers. If
you need more room to
write, please continue on
the back of this page.

I have served more than 20 years as king of Ithaka,
overseeing all defense and domestic operations when I was
on the island. I served for 10 of those years in the Trojan
War, leading an armada of soldiers and ultimately devising
the final tactic (the Trojan Horse) that won the war for the Greeks. In addition
to being a celebrated war veteran, I’ve also travelled extensively throughout the
Mediterranean, learning to navigate different cultures and customs. As a royal son,
my education was both formal (fluent in Greek) and informal. I trained alongside
legendary soldiers such as Achilles and learned patience and strategy from the
goddess Athena.
Hobbies, Clubs, or Organizations:

I am athletic and enjoy all field events, especially archery and discus-throwing. I
enjoy listening to music, such as the fine songs created by Demodokos of Phaiakia
and Phemios of Ithaka, two of my favorite performers. I’m also a lifetime member
of the United Greek Isles Sailing Association and serve as Poseidon’s in-land public
relations officer, a volunteer position.
Special Skills or Qualifications: (What makes this applicant a particularly good match for this job?)

Through my travels and trials, I’ve gained a great deal of wisdom and patience,
two things that are necessary to successfully work with young adults. I am a
master-level archer and am eager to help the next generation develop skills and
appreciation for the sport. Also, I have many years of experience with water
sports, including long-distance swimming, treading water for incredibly long periods
of time, and all elements of rowing/sailing. A great teacher also has to be open
to working with students whose backgrounds are different than his own. I have
successfully travelled to the ends of the earth (literally, I went to the Underworld)
and have convinced many people/spirits to open up to me. Finally, I hold a firm antidrug philosophy and can give a first-hand account of how to successfully bypass
that chemical menace that has harmed so many young Grecians, the lotus blossom.
Name of Reference*:

1.

Nestor of Pylos

Relationship to Applicant:

War comrade

Menelaos,
Family friend,
2. King of Sparta
war comrade
Athena, goddess
Immortal advocate
3. of war & wisdom

Length of Relationship? Reference’s Email Address:

20+ years

luckiestmanonearth@gmail.com

40+ years

gingerbeard@yahoo.com

40+ years

None – You must visit her temple
and make a sacrifice in order to
communicate with this goddess

*The references must be other characters from the story who would have something positive to say about the applicant. Whenever possible, use actual information from the text;
some elements, though, such as length of relationship will probably need to be a reasonable estimation. The email addresses, of course, will be your own creative invention.

Breaking Down the Story Steps
Directions: For each of the nine points on the
Storytelling Arc below, summarize the plot point and
give one line of text from that part of the story. If you
don’t have enough room to write on this sheet, feel
free to number your answers and write them on the
back.
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Exposition

2

Conflict Introduced

8

Resolution

9

KEY

Breaking Down the Story Steps

Exposition

2

#5
Summary: Montresor
offers Fortunato another
drink because he secretly
wants to keep his victim
intoxicated.
Text: “A draught of this
Medoc will defend us
from the damps.”

5

on

ng

4
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si

3

#7
Summary: Montresor
stabs Fortunato with his
sword and drops a flame
in the space, just to make
sure that Fortunato will die
there.
Text: “I placed my hand
upon the solid fabric
of catacombs, and felt
satisfied.”
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n

1

#4
Summary:
Montresor pretends
to be concerned for
Fortunato’s health
and feigns that they
should turn back and
leave the catacombs,
knowing Fortunato
will insist they move
forward.
Text: “We will go
back. You will be
ill, and I cannot be
responsible.”

6

#6
Summary: Montresor attacks, locks
Fortunato in chains, and seals him up inside
a wall.
Text: “A moment more and I had him fettered
to the granite.”

tio
Ac
ling
Fal

#1
Summary: At the beginning
of the story, Montresor is a
bitter man who wants revenge
against an associate of his
named Fortunato.
Text: “At length I would be
avenged; this was a point
definitely settled–but the very
definitiveness with which it
was resolved precluded the
idea of risk.”

For this sample, I used Edgar Allan Poe’s classic
tale of terror, “The Cask of Amontillado.”
Climax

Ac
ti

Directions: For each of the nine points on the
Storytelling Arc below, summarize the plot point
and give one line of text from that part of the
story. If you don’t have enough room to write on
this sheet, feel free to number your answers and
write them on the back.

#3
Summary: Montresor shakes hands
with Fortunato and tells about the rare
Amontillado he has purchased.
Text: “But I have received a pipe of what
passes for Amontillado, and I have my
doubts...You were not to be found, and I
was fearful of losing a bargain.”

Conflict Introduced

#8
Summary: Montresor
finishes the wall, confident
that the job is done.
Text: “I forced the last stone
into its position; I plastered
it up.”

8

Resolution

9

#9
Summary: Fifty years have
passed and now Montresor is
telling the tale. Apparently, he
got away with the crime.
Text: “For the half of a century,
no mortal has disturbed [the
wall of bones].”

#2
Summary: Montresor crosses paths with Fortunato and the opportunity arises to spring his trap.
Text: “It was about dusk, one evening during the supreme madness of the carnival season, that I encountered by
friend.” Oh, the irony of “friend” here.

English 2

Lesson One and Two
Note: Lessons 1 - 10 represent a unit. By the end of the unit, students will be able to answer the essential
question: What is love, and how does it change us?
Grade: 10 Subject: English Language Arts
Focus: To My Dear and Loving Husband
by Anne Bradstreet 1678
Anne Bradstreet (née Dudley; 1612-1672) was the most famous of early English poets in her time and the first
published female writer in the British-North American colonies. Addressed to Bradstreet’s husband, the poem
depicts the intimacy of a couple deeply in love. As you read, take notes on the structure and themes of the
piece—how does the narrator describe their relationship?

If ever two were one, then surely we.
If ever man were loved by wife, then thee;
If ever wife was happy in a man,
Compare with me ye women if you can.
I prize thy love more than whole mines of gold,
Or all the riches that the East doth hold.
My love is such that rivers cannot quench,
Nor ought but love from thee give recompense.
Thy love is such I can no way repay;
The heavens reward thee manifold, I pray.
Then while we live, in love let’s so persever,
That when we live no more we may live ever.

What Students are Learning:
Students will read the poem. Students will understand the theme of Love as it relates to the text. Students
are trying to answer the essential question: “How are we changed by love?”
Standards Work:
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it
emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as
inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs about a subject.
Apply appropriate strategies to analyze, interpret, and evaluate how an author unfolds an analysis or series
of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are drawn between them.
Analyze how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
1

Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and
multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.
Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger portions of a text.
Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently and
proficiently.
Background and Context:
Anne Bradstreet was the first woman to be recognized as an accomplished New World Poet. Her volume of
poetry The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America ... received considerable favorable attention when it
was first published in London in 1650. Eight years after it appeared it was listed by William London in his
Catalogue of the Most Vendible Books in England, and George III is reported to have had the volume in his
library. Bradstreet's work has endured, and she is still considered to be one of the most important early
American poets.
Although Anne Dudley Bradstreet did not attend school, she received an excellent education from her father,
who was widely read— Cotton Mather described Thomas Dudley as a "devourer of books"—and from her
extensive reading in the well-stocked library of the estate of the Earl of Lincoln, where she lived while her
father was steward from 1619 to 1630. There the young Anne Dudley read Vergil, Plutarch, Livy, Pliny,
Suetonius, Homer, Hesiod, Ovid, Seneca, and Thucydides as well as Spenser, Sidney, Milton, Raleigh,
Hobbes, Joshua Sylvester's 1605 translation of Guillaume du Bartas's Divine Weeks and Workes, and the
Geneva version of the Bible. In general, she benefited from the Elizabethan tradition that valued female
education. In about 1628—the date is not certain—Anne Dudley married Simon Bradstreet, who assisted her
father with the management of the Earl's estate in Sempringham. She remained married to him until her
death on 16 September 1672. Bradstreet immigrated to the new world with her husband and parents in
1630; in 1633 the first of her children, Samuel, was born, and her seven other children were born between
1635 and 1652: Dorothy (1635), Sarah (1638), Simon (1640), Hannah (1642), Mercy (1645), Dudley (1648),
and John (1652).
Although Bradstreet was not happy to exchange the comforts of the aristocratic life of the Earl's manor house
for the privations of the New England wilderness, she dutifully joined her father and husband and their
families on the Puritan errand into the wilderness. After a difficult three-month crossing, their ship, the
Arbella, docked at Salem, Massachusetts, on 22 July 1630. Distressed by the sickness, scarcity of food, and
primitive living conditions of the New England outpost, Bradstreet admitted that her "heart rose" in protest
against the "new world and new manners." Although she ostensibly reconciled herself to the Puritan
mission—she wrote that she "submitted to it and joined the Church at Boston"—Bradstreet remained
ambivalent about the issues of salvation and redemption for most of her life.
Once in New England the passengers of the Arbella fleet were dismayed by the sickness and suffering of
those colonists who had preceded them. Thomas Dudley observed in a letter to the Countess of Lincoln,
who had remained in England: "We found the Colony in a sad and unexpected condition, above eighty of
them being dead the winter before; and many of those alive weak and sick; all the corn and bread amongst
them all hardly sufficient to feed them a fortnight." In addition to fevers, malnutrition, and inadequate food
supplies, the colonists also had to contend with Indian attacks on the settlement. The Bradstreets and
Dudleys shared a house in Salem for many months and lived in spartan style; Thomas Dudley complained
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that there was not even a table on which to eat or work. In the winter the two families were confined to the
one room in which there was a fireplace. The situation was tense as well as uncomfortable, and Anne
Bradstreet and her family moved several times in an effort to improve their worldly estates. From Salem they
moved to Charlestown, then to Newtown (later called Cambridge), then to Ipswich, and finally to Andover in
1645.
Although Bradstreet had eight children between the years 1633 and 1652, which meant that her domestic
responsibilities were extremely demanding, she wrote poetry which expressed her commitment to the craft of
writing. In addition, her work reflects the religious and emotional conflicts she experienced as a woman writer
and as a Puritan. Throughout her life Bradstreet was concerned with the issues of sin and redemption,
physical and emotional frailty, death and immortality. Much of her work indicates that she had a difficult time
resolving the conflict she experienced between the pleasures of sensory and familial experience and the
promises of heaven. As a Puritan she struggled to subdue her attachment to the world, but as a woman she
sometimes felt more strongly connected to her husband, children, and community than to God.
Supports for Learning:
●

Word Study- Review the vocabulary words listed below. Practice using these words when talking
about the text.
1. East - i.e. the Eastern world, a term which refers to a wide variety of cultures, socio-political
systems, economies, and so on belonging to countries east of Europe (though this geographic
definition is not exact, for certain places like Australia are considered more part of the
Western world). In Bradstreet’s time, the “East” was considered a source of riches as well as
exoticism.
2. Recompense - compensate, make amends
3. Let’s so persevere - An alternative spelling of “persevere” that forces an accent over the 2nd “e,”
so as to maintain the rhyme scheme. Persevere: continue in the face of difficulty

●

After reading the text, think about these questions:
○ How do we measure the value of love?
○ What comparisons can we draw in how we view or depict love?

Online Resources for Students:
Video:
Puritanism in Colonial America
https://study.com/academy/lesson/puritanism-in-colonial-america-beliefs-definition-quiz.html
My Dear and Loving Husband Set to Music
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8eGfGmOZw0
Power Library: is the online portal to all that Pennsylvania libraries offer. This is the place to find 24/7
access to newspapers, magazines, journals, historical documents and photos, online databases, and
eBooks. Research a subject. Learn about your family history. Locate a title. Explore career options. It’s all
here at POWER Library.
Link: https://powerlibrary.org
When you access this link from home you will need to log in with the barcode number on your library card. If
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you do not have a library card, click on the link that reads: Apply for an e-card now. You will need to enter
your email and zip code. You will receive a login to Powerlibrary.
Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Board: To My Dear and Loving Husband

Directions: Read To My Dear and Loving Husband. Choose activities from the choice board below. You should
complete at least two activities from each row.
Activity 1

R
o
w

Write an informational essay
describing how one measures the
value of love. Cite evidence from
this text.

Activity 2
Expansion Activity: Transform
Bradstreet’s poem into a narrative
essay detailing the love she feels for
her husband.

Word Study: Review the critical
vocabulary from the text
1. Write a sentence for each of
the identified words listed
under wordstudy.
a. The sentences are
to be grade
appropriate and use
at least eight words
in each sentence

1

Activity 4
R
o
w

Activity 3

Read the text. Using a Venn
Diagram, compare and contrast the
love Bradstreet feels for her
husband and the love you feel for
someone in your life.

Activity 5
Respond to the text: Write an
informational essay detailing how
one is changed by love. Cite
evidence from the text.

Activity 6
Consider the structural similarities of
the first 3 lines in the poem. Write
an essay detailing how the structure
of the sentence contribute to the
poem.

2

Lesson Three and Four

Focus: Excerpt from “The Grasshopper”
By Anton Chekhov
4

Anton Chekhov (1860-1904) was a Russian playwright and short story writer. Chekhov is widely considered one
of the greatest writers of short fiction in history. In this excerpt from “The Grasshopper,” a couple shares a happy
life together despite their dramatically differing interests. As you read, take notes on what about Olga and Dymov
makes them different.

"Pictures" by Hernan Pinera is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0.

[1]

Olga Ivanovna was twenty-two, Dymov was thirty-one. They got on splendidly together when they were married.
Olga Ivanovna hung all her drawing-room walls with her own and other people’s sketches, in frames and without
frames, and near the piano and furniture arranged picturesque1 corners with Japanese parasols, easels, daggers,
busts, photographs, and rags of many colours.... In the dining-room she papered the walls with peasant woodcuts,
hung up bark shoes and sickles,2 stood in a corner a scythe3 and a rake, and so achieved a dining-room in the
Russian style. In her bedroom she draped the ceiling and the walls with dark cloths to make it like a cavern, hung a
Venetian4 lantern over the beds, and at the door set a figure with a halberd.5 And every one thought that the
young people had a very charming little home.

5

When she got up at eleven o’clock every morning, Olga Ivanovna played the piano or, if it were sunny, painted
something in oils. Then between twelve and one she drove to her dressmaker’s. As Dymov and she had very little
money, only just enough, she and her dressmaker were often put to clever shifts to enable her to appear
constantly in new dresses and make a sensation with them. Very often out of an old dyed dress, out of bits of tulle,
lace, plush, and silk, costing nothing, perfect marvels were created, something bewitching — not a dress, but a
dream. From the dressmaker’s Olga Ivanovna usually drove to some actress of her acquaintance to hear the latest
theatrical gossip, and incidentally to try and get hold of tickets for the first night of some new play or for a benefit
performance. From the actress’s she had to go to some artist’s studio or to some exhibition or to see some
celebrity — either to pay a visit or to give an invitation or simply to have a chat. And everywhere she met with a
gay6 and friendly welcome, and was assured that she was good, that she was sweet, that she was rare.... Those
whom she called great and famous received her as one of themselves, as an equal, and predicted with one voice
that, with her talents, her taste, and her intelligence, she would do great things if she concentrated herself. She
sang, she played the piano, she painted in oils, she carved, she took part in amateur7 performances; and all this not
just anyhow, but all with talent, whether she made lanterns for an illumination or dressed up or tied somebody’s
cravat8 — everything she did was exceptionally graceful, artistic, and charming. But her talents showed
themselves in nothing so clearly as in her faculty for quickly becoming acquainted and on intimate terms with
celebrated people. No sooner did any one become ever so little celebrated, and set people talking about him, then
she made his acquaintance, got on friendly terms the same day, and invited him to her house. Every new
acquaintance she made was a veritable fête9 for her. She adored celebrated people, was proud of them, dreamed
of them every night. She craved for them, and never could satisfy her craving. The old ones departed and were
forgotten, new ones came to replace them, but to these, too, she soon grew accustomed or was disappointed in
them, and began eagerly seeking for fresh great men, finding them and seeking for them again. What for?
Between four and five she dined at home with her husband. His simplicity, good sense, and kind-heartedness
touched her and moved her up to enthusiasm. She was constantly jumping up, impulsively hugging his head and
showering kisses on it.
“You are a clever, generous man, Dymov,” she used to say, “but you have one very serious defect. You take
absolutely no interest in art. You don’t believe in music or painting.”
[5]

“I don’t understand them,” he would say mildly. “I have spent all my life in working at natural science and
medicine, and I have never had time to take an interest in the arts.”
“But, you know, that’s awful, Dymov!”

6

“Why so? Your friends don’t know anything of science or medicine, but you don’t reproach10 them with it.
Everyone has his own line. I don’t understand landscapes and operas, but the way I look at it is that if one set of
sensible people devote their whole lives to them, and other sensible people pay immense sums for them, they
must be of use. I don’t understand them, but not understanding does not imply disbelieving in them.”
“Let me shake your honest hand!”
After dinner Olga Ivanovna would drive off to see her friends, then to a theatre or to a concert, and she returned
home after midnight. So it was every day.
[10]

On Wednesdays she had “At Homes.” At these “At Homes” the hostess and her guests did not play cards and did
not dance, but entertained themselves with various arts. An actor from the Dramatic Theatre recited, a singer
sang, artists sketched in the albums of which Olga Ivanovna had a great number, the violoncellist played, and the
hostess herself sketched, carved, sang, and played accompaniments. In the intervals between the recitations,
music, and singing, they talked and argued about literature, the theatre, and painting. There were no ladies, for
Olga Ivanovna considered all ladies wearisome and vulgar except actresses and her dressmaker. Not one of these
entertainments passed without the hostess starting at every ring at the bell, and saying, with a triumphant
expression, “It is he,” meaning by “he,” of course, some new celebrity. Dymov was not in the drawing-room, and no
one remembered his existence. But exactly at half-past eleven the door leading into the dining-room opened, and
Dymov would appear with his good-natured, gentle smile and say, rubbing his hands:
“Come to supper, gentlemen.”
They all went into the dining-room, and every time found on the table exactly the same things: a dish of oysters, a
piece of ham or veal,11 sardines, cheese, caviar, mushrooms, vodka, and two decanters of wine.
“My dear maître d’hôtel! ”12 Olga Ivanovna would say, clasping her hands with enthusiasm, “you are simply

fascinating! My friends, look at his forehead! Dymov, turn your profile. Look! he has the face of a Bengal tiger and
an expression as kind and sweet as a gazelle. Ah, the darling!”
The visitors ate, and, looking at Dymov, thought, “He really is a nice fellow”; but they soon forgot about him, and
went on talking about the theatre, music, and painting.
“The Grasshopper” by Anton Chekhov (1892) is in the public domain
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What Students are Learning:
Students will read the text. Students will understand the themes of Education and Knowledge, and Love as
they relate to the text. Students will continue to examine and attempt to answer the question: “How does
love emerge?” and “How do we understand the world around us?”
Standards Work:
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it
emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as
inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs about a subject.
Apply appropriate strategies to analyze, interpret, and evaluate how an author unfolds an analysis or series
of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are drawn between them.
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college- and career-readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or
expression.
Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently and
proficiently.
Background and Context:
Anton Chekhov was born on January 29, 1860, in Taganrog, Russia. Through stories such as "The Steppe"
and "The Lady with the Dog," and plays such as The Seagull and Uncle Vanya, the prolific writer
emphasized the depths of human nature, the hidden significance of everyday events and the fine line
between comedy and tragedy. Chekhov died of tuberculosis on July 15, 1904, in Badenweiler, Germany.
Youth and Education
Anton Pavlovich Chekhov was born on January 29, 1860, in Taganrog, Russia. His father, Pavel, was a
grocer with frequent money troubles; his mother, Yevgeniya, shared her love of storytelling with Chekhov
and his five siblings.
When Pavel’s business failed in 1875, he took the family to Moscow to look for other work while Chekhov
remained in Taganrog until he finished his studies. Chekhov finally joined his family in Moscow in 1879 and
enrolled at medical school. With his father still struggling financially, Chekhov supported the family with his
freelance writing, producing hundreds of short comic pieces under a pen name for local magazines.
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Early Writing Career
During the mid-1880s, Chekhov practiced as a physician and began to publish serious works of fiction under
his own name. His pieces appeared in the newspaper New Times and then as part of collections such as
Motley Stories (1886). His story “The Steppe” was an important success, earning its author the Pushkin
Prize in 1888. Like most of Chekhov’s early work, it showed the influence of the major Russian realists of the
19th century, such as Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoyevsky.
Chekhov also wrote works for the theater during this period. His earliest plays were short farces; however,
he soon developed his signature style, which was a unique mix of comedy and tragedy. Plays such as
Ivanov (1887) and The Wood Demon (1889) told stories about educated men of the upper classes coping
with debt, disease and inevitable disappointment in life.
Major Works
Chekhov wrote many of his greatest works from the 1890s through the last few years of his life. In his short
stories of that period, including “Ward No. 6” and “The Lady with the Dog,” he revealed a profound
understanding of human nature and the ways in which ordinary events can carry deeper meaning.
In his plays of these years, Chekhov concentrated primarily on mood and characters, showing that they
could be more important than the plots. Not much seems to happen to his lonely, often desperate characters,
but their inner conflicts take on great significance. Their stories are very specific, painting a picture of
pre-revolutionary Russian society, yet timeless.
From the late 1890s onward, Chekhov collaborated with Constantin Stanislavski and the Moscow Art
Theater on productions of his plays, including his masterpieces The Seagull (1895), Uncle Vanya (1897),
The Three Sisters (1901) and The Cherry Orchard (1904).
Later Life and Death
In 1901, Chekhov married Olga Knipper, an actress from the Moscow Art Theatre. However, by this point his
health was in decline due to the tuberculosis that had affected him since his youth. While staying at a health
resort in Badenweiler, Germany, he died in the early hours of July 15, 1904, at the age of 44.
Chekhov is considered one of the major literary figures of his time. His plays are still staged worldwide, and
his overall body of work influenced important writers of an array of genres, including James Joyce, Ernest
Hemingway, Tennessee Williams and Henry Miller.

Supports for Learning:
●

Word Study
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1. Picturesque (adjective) : visually attractive

2. Sickles: a short-handled farming tool with a semicircular blade
3. Scythe: a tool used for cutting crops such as grass or wheat
4. Venetian: relating to Venice or its people
5. Halberd: a combined spear and battle-ax
6. Gay: lighthearted and carefree
7. Amateur (adjective) : n
 onprofessional
8. Cravat: a necktie

9. Fete: a French term for “party”
10. Reproach (verb) : to express disappointment in or displeasure with someone
11. Veal: the meat of calves

12. Maître d’hôtel:  a French term meaning “butler”

●

While reading think about:
○ How does imagery support the tone of the text?
○ What motivates the characters in the story?
○ What is each character passionate about? Why?

Online Resources for Students:
Video:
An Intro into Anton Chekhov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKKYtByZlx8
Couples who Prove Opposites Attract
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQXpegfMfVM
Power Library: is the online portal to all that Pennsylvania libraries offer. This is the place to find 24/7
access to newspapers, magazines, journals, historical documents and photos, online databases, and
eBooks. Research a subject. Learn about your family history. Locate a title. Explore career options. It’s all
here at POWER Library.
Link: https://powerlibrary.org
When you access this link from home you will need to log in with the barcode number on your library card. If
you do not have a library card, click on the link that reads: Apply for an e-card now. You will need to enter
your email and zip code. You will receive a login to Powerlibrary.

Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Board: The Grasshopper

Directions: Read an excerpt from The Grasshopper. Choose 4 activities from the choice board below. You should
complete at least two activities from each row.
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Activity 1

R
o
w

Based on your reading of the text,
write an informational essay
identifying the author’s likely
purpose in writing this story. Cite
evidence from the text to support
your answer.

Activity 2
Write a summary of the The
Grasshopper.
● Include key details that
illustrate the relationship
that exists between the
husband and the wife.

1

R
o
w

2

Activity 3
Word Study: Review the critical
vocabulary from the text
●

Write a sentence for each of
the identified words listed
under wordstudy.
○ The sentences are
to be grade
appropriate and use
at least eight words
in each sentence

Activity 4

Activity 5

Activity 6

Make a connection: Write an
informational essay highlighting the
similarities and differences between
the relationship of the husband and
wife in the story and the relationship
between you and a loved one.

Explain the importance of the first
paragraph in the excerpt. How does
it support the reader in
understanding the characters?

Questions Connections: Create and
answer ten questions connected to
the text. The questions should
provide others with key information
connected to the text.

Lesson Five and Six

Focus: Sonnet 43
Elizabeth Barrett Browning
Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-1861) was an English poet during the Romantic Movement. “Sonnet 43” is one
of the most famous poems written in the English language. This poem was originally published in 1850 in a
collection called Sonnets from the Portuguese. “My Little Portuguese” is a nickname Browning used for her husband.
As you read, take notes on the tone and mood of this poem.
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"Roman Candle" by Lauren Rushing is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.

[1]

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of being and ideal1 grace.
[5]

I love thee to the level of every day’s
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.
I love thee freely, as men strive for right.
I love thee purely, as they turn from praise.
I love thee with the passion put to use
[10]

In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints. I love thee with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life; and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death.

Sonnet 43 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning is in the public domain

What Students are Learning:
Students will read Sonnet 43 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning. Students will understand the theme of Love as
it relates to the Sonnet. Students will continue to examine and attempt to answer the question: “How are we
changed by Love?”
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Standards Work:
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the
text.
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as
inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs about a subject.
Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the theme.
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and manipulate
time create an effect.
Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is
emphasized or absent in each treatment
Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and proficiently.
Background and Context:
Born on March 6, 1806, at Coxhoe Hall, Durham, England, Elizabeth Barrett Browning was an English poet
of the Romantic Movement. The oldest of twelve children, Elizabeth was the first in her family born in
England in over two hundred years. For centuries, the Barrett family, who were part Creole, had lived in
Jamaica, where they owned sugar plantations and relied on slave labor. Elizabeth's father, Edward Barrett
Moulton Barrett, chose to raise his family in England, while his fortune grew in Jamaica. Educated at home,
Elizabeth apparently had read passages from Paradise Lost and a number of Shakespearean plays, among
other great works, before the age of ten. By her twelfth year, she had written her first "epic" poem, which
consisted of four books of rhyming couplets. Two years later, Elizabeth developed a lung ailment that
plagued her for the rest of her life. Doctors began treating her with morphine, which she would take until her
death. While saddling a pony when she was fifteen, Elizabeth also suffered a spinal injury. Despite her
ailments, her education continued to flourish. Throughout her teenage years, Elizabeth taught herself
Hebrew so that she could read the Old Testament; her interests later turned to Greek studies. Accompanying
her appetite for the classics was a passionate enthusiasm for her Christian faith. She became active in the
Bible and Missionary Societies of her church.
In 1826, Elizabeth anonymously published her collection An Essay on Mind and Other Poems. Two years
later, her mother passed away. The slow abolition of slavery in England and mismanagement of the
plantations depleted the Barretts's income, and in 1832, Elizabeth's father sold his rural estate at a public
auction. He moved his family to a coastal town and rented cottages for the next three years, before settling
permanently in London. While living on the sea coast, Elizabeth published her translation of Prometheus
Bound (1833), by the Greek dramatist Aeschylus.
Gaining attention for her work in the 1830s, Elizabeth continued to live in her father's London house under
his tyrannical rule. He began sending Elizabeth's younger siblings to Jamaica to help with the family's
estates. Elizabeth bitterly opposed slavery and did not want her siblings sent away. During this time, she
wrote The Seraphim and Other Poems (1838), expressing Christian sentiments in the form of classical
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Greek tragedy. Due to her weakening disposition, she was forced to spend a year at the sea of Torquay
accompanied by her brother Edward, whom she referred to as "Bro." He drowned later that year while sailing
at Torquay, and Browning returned home emotionally broken, becoming an invalid and a recluse. She spent
the next five years in her bedroom at her father's home. She continued writing, however, and in 1844
produced a collection entitled simply Poems. This volume gained the attention of poet Robert Browning,
whose work Elizabeth had praised in one of her poems, and he wrote her a letter.
Elizabeth and Robert, who was six years her junior, exchanged 574 letters over the next twenty months.
Immortalized in 1930 in the play The Barretts of Wimpole Street, by Rudolf Besier (1878-1942), their
romance was bitterly opposed by her father, who did not want any of his children to marry. In 1846, the
couple eloped and settled in Florence, Italy, where Elizabeth's health improved and she bore a son, Robert
Wideman Browning. Her father never spoke to her again. Elizabeth's Sonnets from the Portuguese,
dedicated to her husband and written in secret before her marriage, was published in 1850. Critics generally
consider the Sonnets—one of the most widely known collections of love lyrics in English—to be her best
work. Admirers have compared her imagery to Shakespeare and her use of the Italian form to Petrarch.
Political and social themes embody Elizabeth's later work. She expressed her intense sympathy for the
struggle for the unification of Italy in Casa Guidi Windows (1848-1851) and Poems Before Congress (1860).
In 1857 Browning published her verse novel Aurora Leigh, which portrays male domination of a woman. In
her poetry she also addressed the oppression of the Italians by the Austrians, the child labor mines and mills
of England, and slavery, among other social injustices. Although this decreased her popularity, Elizabeth
was heard and recognized around Europe.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning died in Florence on June 29, 1861.
Supports for Learning:
●

Word Study:
○ Ideal: Perfect

●

While reading think about:
○ How does the author describe her soul?
○ How and why the “soul” impact the concept of love?
○ How is the theme of Love depicted throughout the Sonnet?

Online Resources for Students:
Video:
Sonnet 43
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CupllmtLPwU
Power Library: is the online portal to all that Pennsylvania libraries offer. This is the place to find 24/7
access to newspapers, magazines, journals, historical documents and photos, online databases, and
eBooks. Research a subject. Learn about your family history. Locate a title. Explore career options. It’s all
here at POWER Library.
Link: https://powerlibrary.org
When you access this link from home you will need to log in with the barcode number on your library card. If
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you do not have a library card, click on the link that reads: Apply for an e-card now. You will need to enter
your email and zip code. You will receive a login to Powerlibrary.

Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Board: Sonnet 43

Directions: Read Sonnet 43. Choose 4 activities from the choice board below. You should complete at least two
activities from each row.
Activity 1

R
o
w

Activity 2

Activity 3

Expansion Activity: Change Sonnet
43 into a fictional narrative essay
exhibiting the same tone and
perspective on love as Elizabeth
Barrett Browning.

Identify three sentences in the
Sonnet that help to “paint a picture”
of love. Explain how these
sentences help to support the tone
of the Sonnet.

Activity 4

Activity 5

Activity 6

Make a connection: Write an
informational essay highlighting the
similarities and differences between
how love is displayed in Sonnet 43
and how love is displayed in To My
Dear and Loving Husband.

Research extension: Research
Elizabeth Barrett Browning and
create an informational essay
detailing how her poetry connects to
the theme of Love>

Questions Connections: Create and
answer ten questions connected to
the Sonnet. The questions should
help others understand the theme of
Love.

Wite an informational essay
detailing how the author’s feelings
change between the present and
the past. Cite evidence from the
text to support your answer.

1

R
o
w

2

Lesson Seven and Eight
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Focus: Annabel Lee
By Edgar Allan Poe
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was an American author, poet, and literary critic whose works are still widely read
today. “Annabel Lee” is the last, complete poem published by Poe before his death. It remains a mystery who — if
anyone — was the inspiration for this poem. As you read, take notes on how Poe characterizes the love between
the narrator and Annabel Lee.

"Untitled" by Tj Holowaychuk is licensed under CC0.

[1]

It was many and many a year ago
In a kingdom by the sea
That a maiden there lived whom you may know
By the name of Annabel Lee;
[5]

And this maiden she lived with no other thought
Than to love and be loved by me.
I was a child and she was a child
In this kingdom by the sea;
But we loved with a love that was more than love —
[10]

I and my Annabel Lee;
With a love that the winged seraphs1 of heaven
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Coveted2 her and me.
And this was the reason that long ago
In this kingdom by the sea
[15]

A wind blew out of a cloud chilling
My beautiful Annabel Lee;
So that her highborn kinsman came
And bore her away from me
To shut her up in a sepulchre3
[20]

In this kingdom by the sea.
The angels not half so happy in heaven
Went envying her and me —
Yes! — that was the reason (as all men know
In this kingdom by the sea)
[25]

That the wind came out of the cloud by night
Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee.
But our love it was stronger by far than the love
Of those who were older than we —
Of many far wiser than we —
[30]

And neither the angels in heaven above
Nor the demons down under the sea
Can ever dissever4 my soul from the soul
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee.
For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams
[35]

Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;
And the stars never rise but I feel the bright eyes
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Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;
And so all the night-tide I lie down by the side
Of my darling — my darling — my life and my bride
[40]

In the sepulchre there by the sea
In her tomb by the sounding sea.

"Annabel Lee" by Edgar Allan Poe (1849) is in the public domain.

What Students are Learning:
Students are expected to read the poem, My Dear Annabel Lee. Students will understand the theme of
Death and Love as they relate to the text. Students will examine and attempt to answer: “How are we
changed by love?” and “How do people face death?”
Standards Work:
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the
text.
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as
inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs about a subject.
Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the theme.
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and manipulate
time create an effect.
Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is
emphasized or absent in each treatment
Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and proficiently.
Background and Context:
It is difficult to know with certainty why an artist picks a certain theme. In "Annabel Lee," Poe's last poem, he
continues, however, to explore a subject that has been important to him: the death of a beautiful young
women.
Many critics and biographers have settled on Virginia, his young wife, as the subject of this poem. She had
died of tuberculosis two years before, so like Annabel Lee, she died young. Like Annabel Lee, she was
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beautiful. The speaker in the poem falls in love with Annabel as a child, just as Poe did Virginia, a girl he
married when she was only 13. Annabel was a "maiden" when she died, and some biographers believe Poe
and Virginia never consummated their marriage.
While Virginia is the most likely candidate as a model for Lee, and while it is likely that Poe was grieving his
young wife's death, it is important to keep in mind that a poem has a life of its own. There is not a one-to-one
correspondence between Annabel and Virginia: a great artist's imagination will transform a subject.
Supports for Learning:
●

Word Study:
○ 1. Seraphs: another term for angels
○ 2. Covet (verb) : to desire or want to possess something
○ 3. Sepulchre: a burial vault, tomb, or grave
○ 4. Dissever: to separate or divide

●

While reading think about:
○ How rhyme impacts the description of Annabel Lee?
○ Why is Annabel Lee loved? How do you know ?
○ How does the author’s word choice help to set the tone of the poem?

Online Resources for Students:
Video:
Annabel Lee: A Short Film
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBvfLiI5uY8
How Do You Mend a Broken Heart?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbS5zBFwp7c
Power Library: is the online portal to all that Pennsylvania libraries offer. This is the place to find 24/7
access to newspapers, magazines, journals, historical documents and photos, online databases, and
eBooks. Research a subject. Learn about your family history. Locate a title. Explore career options. It’s all
here at POWER Library.
Link: https://powerlibrary.org
When you access this link from home you will need to log in with the barcode number on your library card. If
you do not have a library card, click on the link that reads: Apply for an e-card now. You will need to enter
your email and zip code. You will receive a login to Powerlibrary.

Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Board: Annabel Lee

Directions: Read the poem, Annabel Lee. Choose 4 activities from the choice board below. You should complete at least
two activities from each row.
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Activity 1

R
o
w

Create a Venn Diagram highlighting
the similarities and differences
between the love felt for Annabel
Lee and the love Olga feel for her
husband in To My Dear and Loving
Husband.

Activity 2
Write a poem using repetition to
demonstrate the love you have for
someone in your life.

Activity 4

2

Make a connection: Write an
informational essay highlighting the
similarities and differences between
the love felt for Annabel Lee and the
love Olga feel for her husband in To
My Dear and Loving Husband.

Word Study: Review the critical
vocabulary from the text
●

1

R
o
w

Activity 3

Activity 5
Research extension: Provide a
written response detailing how
repetition impacts the theme of the
poem.

Write a sentence for each of
the identified words listed
under wordstudy.
○ The sentences are
to be grade
appropriate and use
at least eight words
in each sentence

Activity 6

Questions Connections: Create and
answer ten questions connected to
the poem. The questions should
provide others with key information
connected to the theme of Love.

Lesson Nine and Ten

Focus: Apollo and Hyacinthus
By Thomas Bulfinch
Thomas Bulfinch (1796-1867) was an American writer best known for his book Bulfinch’s Mythology, a compilation
of his earlier works. In this short story, Bulfinch retells the classic myth about Apollo, the god of music, and his
affection for a young man named Hyacinthus. As you read, take notes on what figurative language the author uses
to describe Hyacinthus.
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"Purple" by Lee Royal is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.

[1]

Apollo was passionately fond of a youth named Hyacinthus. He accompanied him in his sports, carried the nets
when he went fishing, led the dogs when he went to hunt, followed him in his excursions1 in the mountains, and
neglected for him his lyre2 and his arrows. One day they played a game of quoits3 together, and Apollo, heaving
aloft the discus,4 with strength mingled with skill, sent it high and far. Hyacinthus watched it as it flew and excited
with the sport, ran forward to seize it, eager to make his throw, when the quoit bounded from the earth and stuck
him in the forehead. He fainted and fell. The god, as pale as himself, raised him and tried all his art to stanch5 the
wound and retain the flitting life, but all in vain; the hurt was past the power of medicine. As, when one has
broken the stem of a lily in the garden, it hangs its head and turns its flowers to the earth, so the head of the dying
boy, as if too heavy for his neck, fell over on his shoulder. “Thou diest, Hyacinth,” so spoke Phoebus,6 “robbed of
thy youth by me. Thine is the suffering, mine the crime. Would that I could die for thee! But since that may not be
thou shalt live with me in memory and in song. My lyre shall celebrate thee, my song shall tell thy fate, and thou
shalt become a flower inscribed with my regret.” While Apollo spoke, behold the blood which had flowed of hue
more beautiful than the Tyrian7 sprang up, resembling the lily, if it were not that this is purple and that silvery
white.8 And this was not enough for Phoebus; but to confer still greater honor, he marked the petals with his
sorrow, and inscribed “Ah! Ah!” upon them, as we see to this day. The flower bears the name of Hyacinthus, and
with every returning spring revives the memory of his fate.
“Apollo and Hyacinth” from The Age of Fable by Thomas Bulfinch (1855) is in the public domain

What Students are Learning:
Students are reading Greek Mythology: Apollo and Hyacinth. Students are to understand the themes of
Death, Growing Up, and Love as it relates to the text. Students will examine and continue to attempt to
answer the questions: “ How are we changed by love?” and “How do people face death?”
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Standards Work:
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the
text.
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as
inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs about a subject.
Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the theme.
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and manipulate
time create an effect.
Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is
emphasized or absent in each treatment
Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and proficiently.
Background and Context:
Hyacinthus was a mortal in Greek mythology. Many names are given in the various myths as his parents;
they include King Pierus of Macedon, or King Oebalus of Sparta, or King Amyclas of Sparta; and Clio. He
was a beautiful young man who became the lover of the god Apollo, although he also had the affection of
Zephyr, the god of the west wind. During a game of discus, Apollo threw the discus, and Hyacinthus ran after
it trying to impress the god. However, he was struck by the discus and died. According to a different myth, it
was Zephyrus who caused the death of the young man; jealous of his affair with Apollo he blew the discus to
Hyacinthus' head, killing him. Apollo, distraught at the youth's death, forbade Hades to claim his soul;
instead, he turned him into the flower of the same name.
Supports for Learning:
●

Word Study:

1. Excursion (noun) : a short journey or trip

2. Lyre: a stringed instrument, similar to a harp
3. Quoits: a game in which rings or rope or flattened metal are thrown at an upright peg, with the intention being to
hook it or get as close to it as possible
4. Discus: a heavy disk thrown by athletes
5. Stanch: to stop the flow of blood from a wound
6. Phoebus: another name for Apollo
7. Tyrian: expensive purple dye
8. It is evidently not our modern hyacinth that is here described. It is perhaps some species of iris, or perhaps of
larkspur, or of pansy.
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●

While reading think about:
○ How does the phrase “flitting life” imply in “Apollo and Hyacinthus”?
○ How is lige symbolized in the text?
○ How does love impact the characters actions and shape the story?

Online Resources for Students:
Video:
Mozart: Overture - 'Apollo et Hyacinthus'
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lj3V1MsbS84
Coping with Death
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsYL4PC0hyk
Power Library: is the online portal to all that Pennsylvania libraries offer. This is the place to find 24/7
access to newspapers, magazines, journals, historical documents and photos, online databases, and
eBooks. Research a subject. Learn about your family history. Locate a title. Explore career options. It’s all
here at POWER Library.
Link: https://powerlibrary.org
When you access this link from home you will need to log in with the barcode number on your library card. If
you do not have a library card, click on the link that reads: Apply for an e-card now. You will need to enter
your email and zip code. You will receive a login to Powerlibrary.

Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Board: Apollo and Hyacinthus

Directions: Read Apollo and Hyacinthus. Choose 4 activities from the choice board below. You should complete at
least two activities from each row.
Activity 1

R
O
w
1

Create a Venn Diagram highlighting
the similarities and differences
between the death of Hyacinthus
and the death of a flower. Use
details from the text.

Activity 2
Write a summary of the Apollo and
Hyacinthus. Use evidence from the
text to explain for Apollo’s actions
caused Hyacinthus’ death.

Activity 3
Word Study: Review the critical
vocabulary from the text
●

Write a sentence for each of
the identified words listed
under wordstudy.
○ The sentences are
to be grade
appropriate and use
at least eight words
in each sentence
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Activity 4

Activity 5

Activity 6

Make a connection: Write an
informational essay highlighting how
Apollo’s love for Hyacinthus
transcends death. Cite evidence
from the text to support your claims.

Make a connection: Write an
informational essay detailing how
love impacted the character’s
actions. Cite evidence from the text
to support your claims.

Questions Connections: Create and
answer ten questions connected to
the text. The questions should
provide others with key information
connected to the text.

2

Rubrics
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