4th Grade Grade Distance Learning: Week of April 27th
Monday, 4/27
ELA

Writing
Math

Science

Tuesday, 4/28

Wednesday, 4/29

Thursday, 4/30

Topic: Analyze Character

Topic: Analyze Character

Topic: Analyze Character

Topic: Analyze Character

Read “The Science Teacher”,
“Honi the Explorer”, and
“Undersea Adventure”. Answer
the questions and send your
answers to Ms. Burton
(cburton@pfpcs.org or Dojo).

Read “Yellow Brick Roadies” and
answer the questions that
follow. Send your answers to
Ms. Burton.

Read “Beowolf” and answer the
questions that follow. Send your
answers to Ms. Burton.

Read “The Guest Ranch” and
answer the questions that
follow. Send your answers to
Ms. Burton.

“Write Rights” Monday
assignment.

“Write Rights” Tuesday
assignment.

“Write Rights” Wednesday
assignment.

“Wright Rights” Thursday and
Friday assignment.

Module 5, Lesson 1

Module 5, Lesson 2

Module 5, Lesson 3

Module 5, Lesson 4

Watch this video:
https://gm.greatminds.org/en-u
s/knowledge-for-grade-4-em-m
5l1

Watch this video:
https://gm.greatminds.org/en-u
s/knowledge-for-grade-4-em-m
5l2

Watch this video:
https://gm.greatminds.org/en-u
s/knowledge-for-grade-4-em-m
5l3

Watch this video:
https://gm.greatminds.org/en-u
s/knowledge-for-grade-4-em-m
5l4

Complete the Lesson 1 Problem
Set and send your answers to
Ms. Armstrong
(earmstrong@pfpcs.org).

Complete the Lesson 2 Problem
Set and send your answers to
Ms. Armstrong.

Complete the Lesson 3 Problem
Set and send your answers to
Ms. Armstrong..

Complete the Lesson 4 Problem
Set and send your answers to
Ms. Armstrong..

Read “This is the Hottest Place
on Earth” and “This is the
Coldest Place on Earth” and
answer the Think and Write
question on the last page. Send
your answer to Ms. Budd
(rbudd@pfpcs.org or Class
Dojo).

Imagine you're planning a trip
to Dallol and a trip to
Oymyakon. Write out the
following: a list of items you will
need to bring to each place,
what you want to see while
you're there, questions you
could ask people who live there,
and a plan for how you will share
all of your travel memories with
your friends back home!

Read these 2 articles. These
readings are not in the packet:
https://sciencespin36.scholasti
c.com/issues/2019-20/090119/
why-do-zebras-have-stripes.ht
ml
https://superscience.scholastic.
com/issues/2018-19/040119/tr
ash-collector.html#830L
Send the main idea of the two
articles to Ms. Budd.

Watch this video:
https://superscience.scholastic.
com/issues/2018-19/040119/tr
ash-collector.html#830L
What types of trash did you see
floating in the water? How do
you think those items ended up
in Baltimore's harbor? Write
down a few ways you could
reduce the amount of trash you
produce on a given day. Send to
Ms. Budd.

Monday

Comprehension

Analyze Character • Set 4
Write and Share

Practice Passage

Name
The Science Expert
“Zander is joining the science club,” Janice said. Megan
sighed. She liked the science club, but now with Zander
there, she wasn’t sure she’d speak up any more. Zander
always had to be the science expert, and he always had
to show how smart he was.

Instructions: You discussed Megan’s Traits in The Science Expert. Now,
think about what Zander is like. List the trait that best describes Zander
along with clues from the passage that support it. On the back of this
paper, write one paragraph about the trait and support it with clues from
the text.

Character:

Trait

That afternoon, the science club held its first meeting.
Janice read the year’s topics aloud and, of course, Zander
followed with new facts for each topic. When he tried to
sound like a college professor, his words buzzed like a bug
in Megan’s ears.
After the meeting, the club members walked out
together, talking about soccer practice. Megan noticed that
the annoying buzzing had stopped. She looked at Zander.
He walked silently along with his head down. “What’s up,
Zander?” Megan asked.

Clues

“Oh, I’ve just never played any sports before,” he said.
“Sometimes I’d like to, though,” he added softly.
Megan paused. “Could everyone be unsure sometime,
even Zander?” she thought. “Let’s play some soccer later,”
she offered, tossing him a ball. “I’m a pretty good coach!”
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Comprehension

Analyze Character • Set 4
Graphic Organizer

Independent Practice Passage

Name
Honi the Teacher
At the library, Honi eagerly turned the pages of a book
about Hawaiian history. He’d spent hours there reading
detailed accounts about past Hawaiian rulers. The rulers
and their actions fascinated Honi. Every time he read one
account, he had to read another. He needed to find out
why they acted in a particular way. Honi’s mother claimed
his first word was “why.” He always kept reading to find
answers to his questions.
The next day in class, his teacher asked if anyone
knew about the last Hawaiian ruler, Queen Liliuokalani
(lee-lee-oo-oh-kah-LAH-nee). Classmates shared facts about
her. She was first female ruler and wrote the popular song
Aloha Oe. Honi, however, knew a lot more than those facts.
He also described her as a person. “She wanted to restore
the power of the monarchy in Hawaii. That was her goal.
She fiercely defended her country and was thoughtful
and powerful.” Ms. Mitchell nodded and smiled.

Instructions: Complete the organizer by filling in Honi’s trait and then
the clues from the passage that describe the trait. On the back of this
paper, write one paragraph about the trait and support it with clues from
the text.

Character:
Trait

Clues

Honi’s friend, Ivy, whispered, “It’s like you know her.”
“I do,” replied Honi.
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Comprehension

Analyze Character • Set 4
Graphic Organizer

Independent Practice Passage

Name
Undersea Adventure
Maggie and younger brother Tad were going on an
undersea voyage. Maggie had entered her science project
in a contest and won first prize. She was allowed to bring
a friend, but Tad had begged to go.
Now they were inside a research submarine going
to the Mariana Trench! Maggie wanted to ask questions
of the young researcher who was their guide, but Tad kept
interrupting. “What’s this? What’s that? What does this
thing do?” Tad was interested in everything. The guide
couldn’t keep up with his eager questions.
“The Mariana Trench is the deepest part of the ocean,”
Tad yelled. “The deepest place on Earth!”

Instructions: Complete the organizer by filling in Maggie’s trait and
then the clues from the passage that describe the trait. On the back of
this paper, write one paragraph about the trait and support it with clues
from the text.

Character:
Trait

Clues

Maggie and the guide exchanged smiles. “He knows
that, Tad,” Maggie said gently. “He’s a scientist. We
should listen to him a little, too. Yes, my brother is
pretty intelligent,” Maggie said, putting her arm around
skinny Tad.
“Aren’t you the one who won the contest?” asked
the guide.
“Actually, I am,” she smiled.
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Monday
▲▲▲▲

Week

1

1. Fill in the blank with a blend of the /s/ and /t/ sounds.
Fall is the be

season.

“very warm.”
outside.

season.

2. Fill in the blank with a short /o/ word that means

the Who

sled

outside.

3. Make a sentence that uses all of the words.

winter? during

4. Which word would likely be followed by an

ski

to and

likes

the Who

sled winter?

during

4. Which word would likely be followed by an

exclamation mark?

exclamation mark?
b) Who

c) Wow

a) Walk

5. Fix the sentence.

b) Who

c) Wow

5. Fix the sentence.

sping is when trees sprowt leaves and animals have babys

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.

1

1. Fill in the blank with a blend of the /s/ and /t/ sounds.

In the summertime, it feels

3. Make a sentence that uses all of the words.

a) Walk

Week

“very warm.”

In the summertime, it feels

to and likes

▲▲▲▲

Fall is the be

2. Fill in the blank with a short /o/ word that means

ski

Monday

www.writinga-z.com

sping is when trees sprowt leaves and animals have babys
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Lesson 1 Problem Set 4 5

A STORY OF UNITS

Name

Date

1. Draw a number bond, and write the number sentence to match each tape diagram. The first one is done
for you.
1

a.

1=

1
3

+

1
3

1

b.

+

1
3

1
1
3

1
3

1
3

1

1

c.

e.

d.

f.

1

Lesson 1:

1

Decompose fractions as a sum of unit fractions using tape diagrams.

©2015 Great Minds. eureka-math.org
G 4-M 5-SE-1.3.0 -0 6.20 15

1

Lesson 1 Problem Set 4 5

A STORY OF UNITS

g.

1

h.

1

2. Draw and label tape diagrams to model each decomposition.
a. 1 =

c.

7
8

=

1
6

3
8

+

+

1
6

3
8

+

+

1
6

+

1
6

+

1
6

+

1
6

1

d.

8

Lesson 1:

b.

4
5

=

11
8

1
5

=

+

7
8

2
5

+

1

+5

1
8

Decompose fractions as a sum of unit fractions using tape diagrams.
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+

3
8

2

Lesson 1 Problem Set 4 5

A STORY OF UNITS

e.

12
10

g. 1

2
3

=

6
10

+

=1 +

4

2

10

+ 10

2
3

h. 1

Lesson 1:

15

f.

12

5
8

=

=1+

8
12

1
8

+

+

1
8

3
12

+

+

G 4-M 5-SE-1.3.0 -0 6.20 15

12

3
8

Decompose fractions as a sum of unit fractions using tape diagrams.

©2015 Great Minds. eureka-math.org
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One topic, two stories
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THINK AND READ
Compare and Contrast
As you read, look for how
these two extreme places
are the same and different.
LOOK FOR WORD NERD’S
4 TERMS IN BOLD
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That man better
not step in the
pool. It’s made
of boiling acid!
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Kids here stay home
from school only if
it’s colder than 61
degrees below zero!

¡
Where would
you rather
live? Turn the
page to find
out more!

Æ
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THE HOTTEST PLACE ON EARTH:

DALLOL, ETHIOPIA

re you ready to visit
here from the closest
one of the hottest places
villages. Why? This is
on Earth? Here, the hot
where they work. They dig
sun beats down yearhuge chunks of salt from
Pools are full of salty acid.
round. Water is hard to
salt mines. They sell the
find. Acid boils up from the ground.
salt to get money for clothes and
other things they need. They work
This is Dallol (dah-LOHL), in
long days in the heat. When their
Ethiopia (ee-thee-OH-pee-uh).
work is done, they ride camels home.
Ethiopia is a country in Africa. It’s
These tough workers stick together.
hard to live in Dallol. It can get as
They are far from home. So they
hot as 125 degrees Fahrenheit (°F).
count on each other.
For most of us, an 85°F day is a hot
Some experts say that in millions
day.
of years, the heat will cause Dallol
Dallol has no stores. No schools.
to break away from
No doctors. No
Africa.
farms. No roads,
But for now,
either. To reach the
the workers get
nearest town, you’d
by in this rough
have to ride a camel
environment. Their
for three days! So no
work is hard. But
one lives in Dallol.
they get it done! ■
Boys and men travel
U.S.

AFRICA

Dallol,
Ethiopia

EQUATOR

acid: a strong, sour liquid
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salt mines: underground places
where salt is found
environment: a natural place

DAVE STAMBOULIS TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY/GETTY IMAGES (ACID POOL); JIM MCMAHON/MAPMAN™ (MAP); ISTOCKPHOTO.COM (FIRE)

A

THE COLDEST PLACE ON EARTH:

OYMYAKON, RUSSIA

ISTOCKPHOTO.COM (ICE); AMOS CHAPPLE/LONELY PLANET IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES (HOUSE); JIM MCMAHON/MAPMAN™ (MAP)

O

They liked the money
ymyakon (oy-myuhthey earned from gold.
KOHN) is the world’s
So some of them stayed.
coldest town. Watch out!
Today, about 500
The cold air will freeze
Watch for falling icicles!
people live here. There is
the inside of your nose.
one food store. It sells bread, milk,
Your eyelashes will turn to icicles.
horse meat, reindeer meat, and not
One day, the air was 96 degrees
much else. The town’s one school
below zero. We think it’s cold when
got its first indoor toilet not long ago.
it’s 30 degrees above zero!
There are no movie theaters. And
Oymyakon is in Russia. The
forget about cell phone service!
ground is always frozen. Want to see
The town of Oymyakon is cold.
something cool? Toss a pot of boiling
But its people are not. They look
water into the air. The water will
out for each other. Neighbors help
turn to snow!
neighbors. And on
Before the 1930s,
cold winter days,
almost no one lived
they can dream
in this town. Then
of spring. In the
gold was discovered
spring, the air
here. People came to
warms up. It can get
work in gold mines.
all the way up to
gold mines:
zero degrees! ■
underground places
ARCTIC CIRCLE

U.S.

Oymyakon,
Russia
ASIA

where gold is found

THINK AND WRITE
In what ways are Dallol and Oymyakon alike? In what ways are they different? Write
one paragraph to answer these questions. Make sure to use details from the articles.

FIND AN
ACTIVITY
SHEET
ONLINE!
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Tuesday

Yellow Brick
Roadies
A Reading A–Z Level U Leveled Book
Word Count: 2,203

LEVELED BOOK • U

YelRoadi
low Bries ck
e

at

Written by Lori Polydoros
Illustrated by David Cockcroft

Visit www.readinga-z.com
for thousands of books and materials.
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Written by Lori Polydoros
Illustrated by David Cockcroft

Note: Yellow Brick Roadies is the fourth in a continuing series written by
Lori Polydoros, inspired by L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.
Travel with Miguel Ventura and his family as they experience classic adventures.

Yellow Brick Roadies
Level U Leveled Book
© Learning A–Z
A Great Gallardo Book
Written by Lori Polydoros
Illustrated by David Cockcroft
All rights reserved.
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LEVEL U
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A Cloud of Guilt
One week of sixth grade down, one well-earned
weekend coming up. Miguel headed down the
street with his two friends, Trevon and Leo.
Someone screamed from behind, “Watch out!”
Thud.
Crash.
A boy wearing inline skates smashed onto the
asphalt; books and papers scattered everywhere.
Trevon and Leo laughed.
The boy’s name was Dorian, and he was in
Miguel’s class.

Table of Contents
A Cloud of Guilt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
A Road Trip to Oz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
A Bump in the Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Stay on the Yellow Brick Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U

3

4

Despite his bloody knees, Dorian tried to stand
up, but winced in pain. Miguel rushed out to help
him, but Trevon stepped between them. “Leave
him here,” Trevon said. “He told the teacher we
were tackling in flag football yesterday.”

“Mom wants us to cut some fresh flowers,” said
his sister Teresa, waving a pair of scissors at him.
“So what happened yesterday to that kid on the
skates?” she continued.

“He needs help,” Miguel said.
“We’re out of here,” Leo said.

Miguel furrowed his brow. “How did you know
about that?”

Dorian and Miguel stared at each other.
Miguel looked away and followed his friends.
“What’s up with you?” Leo asked him.
Miguel had been a friend to Trevon and Leo
since first grade, but this year, they were really
getting under his skin. They had always attempted
to be tough and cool, but they’d never been cruel.
“Nothing,” Miguel said as he opened the door
to his family’s sandwich shop. “See you later.”
Trevon raised his eyebrow. Leo shrugged his
shoulders.
As Miguel walked in, a cloud spread over him.
It was neither a cloud of flour from baking bread
nor a cloud of smoke from a burnt roll. It was a
cloud of guilt.

Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U

The next morning, Miguel moped about the
shop.

5

“It happened in front
of the shop window,”
Teresa said.
“Nothing happened.”
Miguel grabbed the
scissors from Teresa and
stalked out to the flower
garden in the empty lot
next door.
“Why didn’t you
help him?” Teresa asked,
following at Miguel’s
heels.
“Don’t worry about
it.” He cut a bunch of
bright orange poppies.

6

“I know a bully or two when I see one,” Teresa
said.
“They’re not bullies,” Miguel said.
Teresa lifted her eyebrows.
“They were mad at Dorian for ratting us out in
P.E. the other day.”
“Yo, Miguel!” It was Trevon.

Miguel had already traveled into many stories
from the chest full of books in the loft and had
become characters such as Huckleberry Finn and
Sherlock Holmes.
“Follow me,” Miguel said as he led the boys
into the shop’s back room and up the rickety
ladder to the loft.
“Hey, what’s in here?” Leo opened Gallardo’s
chest of books. “Books? C’mon, Miguel!”

“Playing in the flowers?” Leo teased.
“Finish this,” Miguel said, holding out the
scissors without looking at Teresa.
What they did to Dorian was wrong, but if he
said anything, would Trevon and Leo still want to
be his friends?
“So what’s up for today?” Leo asked. “Not
inline skating, I hope,” Trevon snickered.
Miguel’s stomach turned, but he tried not to
think about what had happened yesterday. He
needed to distract Trevon and Leo from ranting
about Dorian and P.E. class again. The Great
Gallardo—that was it! He’d take his friends
into one of his Great Grandpa Gallardo’s magic
stories. From then on, they’d have no doubt that
Miguel was cooler and tougher than them both.

Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U

A Road Trip to Oz

“These are no ordinary books,” Miguel said, as
the sparkling red letters of one title caught his eye
. . . The Wizard of Oz.
The book fluttered open by itself to page 54 .
That grabbed their attention. Miguel began to
read, “This was an eventful day for the travelers.
They had hardly been walking an hour when they
saw before them a great gorge . . .”
“Boring,” Trevon insisted as he peered closer
at the book.
“Just wait,” said Miguel, as the words jiggled
around the page . . . “and big could were so rocks It
very deep was there sides steep at many climb many
jagged them down. Bottom also the that of none the . . .”

7

8

Miguel’s heart sped up. “Shut your eyes!”
Everything in the loft spun as though they were
on a crazy merry-go-round.

Miguel walked in the woods, swinging his straw
arms, side to side. He’d become the scarecrow!
A long, golden tail brushed against him. It was
a regal-looking lion. “Mi . . . Miguel?” the lion said
as he cocked his head.

Then the spinning stopped.

“Leo!” Miguel cried.
Something creaked. Leo and Miguel peeked
around a tree and saw the Tin Woodsman. “Oil
please . . . ,” he squeaked.
Miguel shot a few squirts of oil into the metal
man’s joints. He kicked, swung, spun, and jumped.
The Tin Woodsman was break dancing!
“Trevon?” both boys said.
He bowed. “At your service.”
Miguel told them about the Great Gallardo’s
books. He described his adventures on the moon
and as a pirate on Jackson’s Island.
“I don’t remember much about this book,”
said Leo as he looked about.
“Let’s explore!” Trevon said.
“Wait, guys,” Miguel said. “In every Gallardo
book, there’s a mission.” The other boys took off
anyway.

Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U
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“Yip! Yip! Yip!” a dog barked.
Trevon and Leo charged back with a little
black dog on their tails.
Toto! Miguel thought. A girl came up from
behind them, and the dog jumped right into her
arms.
“Don’t forget,” Miguel whispered, pointing
the girl out to Leo and Trevon, “our characters
must help Dorothy get to the Wizard of Oz.”
Leo and Trevon looked at each other. “We’re
not helping some girl. We’re in Oz!” They ran into
the woods.
“Stay on the yellow brick road!” Miguel
shouted, wondering what he had done by
bringing them here.

Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U
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“I’m King of the Forest!” Leo roared. “No one
can touch me.”

A Bump in the Road

“We need you to give us a ride across the
gorge,” Miguel said.

“Emerald City is that way,” said Dorothy as
she pointed across a gorge full of jagged rocks.
“How do we get to the other side?”

“Nobody’s riding on my back.”

Miguel had read The Wizard of Oz to Teresa.
He remembered aloud, “Lion can jump it!”

“Dorothy needs you,” Miguel said.
“I’m not going to spend my time here in Oz
taking care of Dorothy,” Leo stated.

“Yes, we can ride on his back,” Dorothy said.
“I’ll find him,” Miguel said.

Miguel muttered something about courage
under his breath.

He tramped through the trees until he came
upon Lion looming in a cave opening. “Leo!
What are you doing?” Miguel asked.

Leo faced Miguel. “What did you say?”
“Nothing.” Miguel looked around for Trevon.
Miguel remembered his ax could cut down a tree
to make a bridge.

In the darkness of the cave, a raccoon and
rabbit trembled. Miguel frowned.
Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U
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Stay on the Yellow Brick Road

Trevon stood within a mess of hacked away trees.

Dorothy and Toto were busy building some kind
of contraption when Miguel got back to the gorge.

“I’m Paul Bunyan!” he yelled. “I’m strong
enough to cut anything. Watch!”

“What are you making?” he asked.

Trevon drew his ax over his shoulder, bringing
it down—thwack—across an evergreen tree at least
five feet thick. The tree swayed, casting a dark,
moving shadow across the ground before it
slammed against the dirt, causing vibrations
like an earthquake.

“A slingshot.” Dorothy pulled on a big, stretchy
band tied between two pine trees. A piece of leather
functioned as a seat in the middle of the band.

“Why did you do that?” Miguel asked. “You’ve
destroyed this whole part of the forest!”

“I’m resourceful,” she answered mysteriously.

“Where’d you get the supplies?” Miguel asked,
feeling the stretchy band.

“You’re going to fling yourself across?”

“I’m superhuman!” Trevon whacked his ax
against a small boulder, causing a spark.
“Stop.” Miguel grabbed the ax handle.
“Dorothy needs to cross a gorge to get to Emerald
City.”
“Who cares?” Trevon said. “I’m not going to
waste my superpowers on Dorothy.”
Miguel mumbled something about not having
a heart, like the real Tin Woodsman.
“You got something to say?” Trevon barked.

“I have no choice,” Dorothy said. “I have no lion
to ride on and no woodsman to chop down a tree.”
“I’m sorry about that.”
“It’s not your fault.” She placed her food basket
in the seat. “I just hope you speak up for what’s
right. Watch this!”
She pulled back hard on the band and let go.
Wham! The basket flew across the gap and landed
safely in a field of bright orange poppies.
“You did it!” Miguel said, quite impressed.

Miguel felt hot. He shook his head with regret,
and then his heart dropped. If Dorothy didn’t get
to the wizard, would he ever get home?
Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U
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“I can’t believe you’re tired of bullying little
creatures, Leo,” Miguel shouted. “And you,
Trevon, why don’t you go destroy more forest?”
“What is your problem, Miguel?” Leo growled.
“You’ve been a pain ever since we started sixth
grade. It’s like you’re judging us all the time.”
Miguel’s blood boiled. He took a deep breath
and started to count to ten. One . . . two . . . three . . .
four. Before he made it to five, a strange sound
filled the air. Hundreds of flying monkeys hovered
like helicopters above them.
“Run!” Miguel yelled as monkeys dove at them.
“Oh no!” Two flying monkeys lifted Trevon.
Miguel hurried toward Leo. “We’ve got to save
Trevon!”
Dorothy laughed. “Would you be so kind?”
She climbed into the seat, hugging Toto tightly.

The lion cowered behind a tree stump.

Miguel stretched the band, closed his eyes, said
a little prayer, and let go.

“I’ll distract the other monkeys, you swat
Trevon out of the claws of those two,” Miguel said.
“No way,” Leo roared.

“Wheee!” Dorothy’s voice trailed off.
He opened his eyes and there she stood, waving
at him from the other side. “We’ll meet you on the
yellow brick road,” he shouted after her.

“This is Trevon’s life.” Miguel grabbed the
lion’s mane and stared hard into Leo’s eyes. “After
you get Trevon, jump across the gorge with him
on your back. I’ll meet you on the other side.”

Miguel hurried back into the forest. He found
Trevon and Leo crashed out by the side of a lake.
Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U
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Leo nodded.

18

Miguel ran ahead, zigzagging in and out of the
trees, causing the monkeys to scatter.
Leo charged, leapt high into the air, and grabbed
Trevon. The Tin Woodsman clung to Lion’s back as
they dashed for the gorge. Leo stopped hard at the
edge, crouched low, and sprang high into the air.
Miguel’s only hope was the slingshot.
With arms and legs flailing, Miguel launched
himself across the gorge. Dorothy, Trevon, and Toto
sat upon Leo’s back awaiting Miguel. Leo tossed
Miguel the Scarecrow onto his back and ran hard
until the monkeys were out of sight. But as in the
original story, the toxic scent from the poppies
soon overwhelmed Leo and Dorothy.
Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U
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“Trevon, you have to chop off the wildcat’s
head to save the Queen of the Mice,” Miguel said.
“Later, the mice will help carry the lion out of the
poppy field.”

A cloud of thought and emotion swirled about
his head before he awoke in the loft with his two
friends. They had done it! Dorothy and her gang
were back on track to Emerald City.
“Was all that real?” Leo asked.

“What? Chop off whose head?” Trevon asked.

Miguel nodded.

“It’s the only way to save Dorothy and Leo,”
Miguel said. “We have to get back to the yellow
brick road.”

“That was like a bad nightmare,” Trevon said.

A loud howl rushed at them. Foaming at the
mouth, a huge wildcat chased a tiny mouse
through the poppies. The Tin Woodsman clanged
his eyelids shut and drew back his ax. Miguel
closed his eyes, too.

Miguel had a huge lump in his throat. “You
two were the nightmares.”
Trevon and Leo stared at Miguel.
“All you care about is yourselves,” Miguel
said. “We almost didn’t make it back because of
you two.”
“It was wrong how you wouldn’t help
Dorothy,” Miguel said. “And it was cruel what
we did to Dorian the other day.”
Trevon’s eyes grew large. Leo fidgeted with
the buttons on his shirt.
“You can count me out of this friendship,”
Miguel said. “See you guys around.”
“Miguel, wait up.” Leo ran next to him, and
Trevon blocked his path.

Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U
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Glossary

“We’ve been jerks,” Leo said.
“I don’t know why we’ve been acting like this,”
Trevon said. “We’re sorry.”

contraption

a strange device made to do
something (p. 16)

Miguel’s heart felt lighter as they walked out
of the shop and into the garden.

cowered

hid from danger (p. 18)

furrowed

wrinkled the skin on one’s face and
forehead (p. 6)

gorge

a long and deep valley surrounded
by higher land (p. 8)

“Yeah, that’s the one.” The boys high-fived
before Trevon and Leo walked home.

looming

standing over someone else
menacingly (p. 13)

Miguel saw Teresa in the garden. She had a
slingshot in her pocket.

mission

a set purpose for doing something
(p. 10)

“Wait a minute, you haven’t been reading
The Wizard of Oz, have you?”

Oz

a mythical place (p. 12)

ranting

loud, continuous talking (p. 7)

Teresa giggled. “No, not really.”

regal

appearing like a king (p. 10)

“Not really?”

resourceful

good at using available materials to
solve problems (p. 16)

toxic

poisonous; dangerous to life (p. 20)

winced

involuntarily moved part of one’s
body because of a sharp pain (p. 5)

“Thanks,” said Trevon, “for helping us find
the right road.”
“The yellow brick road?” Miguel asked.

“Well, I might have given
Dorothy a little advice . . .”
“Advice?”
“How to stay on the yellow brick road, of
course!” Teresa smiled, and so did Miguel. He put
his arm around her, and they walked into the shop.

Yellow Brick Roadies • Level U
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Name
Instructions: Write Miguel in the circle labeled Character. In each box, list a character trait that describes Miguel,
along with story clues that helped you identify the trait. Then, on the back of the worksheet, list two character
traits and supporting clues that describe Leo and Trevon.

Trait:

Trait:

Clues:

Clues:

Character:
Trait:

Clues:

Clues:

Skill: Analyze Characters

Trait:

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.
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Name
Instructions: Draw a picture to represent a part in the story where you stopped to visualize in order to
understand what you have just read.

Skill: Visualize

Instructions: Write a description to explain your drawing.

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.
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Name
Instructions: Write C on the line if the sentence is a compound sentence and NC if the sentence is not
a compound sentence. Circle the conjunction that separates the two parts of each compound sentence.
Write a compound sentence on the lines at the bottom of the page and circle the conjunction in your sentence.

1. Everything in the loft spun as though they were on a crazy
merry-go-round.
2. Miguel had been a friend to Trevon and Leo since fi rst grade, but this
year they were really getting under his skin.
3. As Miguel walked in, a cloud spread over him.
4. What they did to Dorian was wrong, but Miguel didn’t know if he
should say anything to them.
5. Leo and Miguel peeked around a tree and saw the Tin Woodsman.
6. A girl came up from behind them, and the dog jumped right into
her arms.
7. The Tin Woodsman clanged his eyelids shut and drew back his ax.

My Sentence:

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.

Skill: Compound Sentences

8. He put his arm around her, and they walked into the shop.
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Name
Instructions: Read the idioms listed below from Yellow Brick Roadies. Explain what each phrase means on the
lines below the idiom.

1 ratting us out
2 caught his eye
3 on their tails
4 his heart dropped
5 Miguel’s blood boiled

Skill: Idoms

Instructions: In your own words, explain what idioms are and why people use them in everyday language.

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.
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Tuesday
▲▲▲▲

Week

Tuesday

1

1. Fix the spelling of the underlined word.

▲▲▲▲

There are many beautyfull trees on my street.

2. Turn the statement into a question.

2. Turn the statement into a question.

The leaves turn bright red every fall.

The leaves turn bright red every fall.

3. Circle the extra word in the sentence.

3. Circle the extra word in the sentence.

The colors of the leaves they are very beautiful.

The colors of the leaves they are very beautiful.

4. Pick the best punctuation for the sentence.

4. Pick the best punctuation for the sentence.

What a beautiful tree

What a beautiful tree
b) ?

c) !

a) .

5. Fix the sentence.

b) ?

c) !

5. Fix the sentence.

when the leeves fall, they leeves krunch under my feet

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.

1

1. Fix the spelling of the underlined word.

There are many beautyfull trees on my street.

a) .

Week

www.writinga-z.com

when the leeves fall, they leeves krunch under my feet
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Lesson 2 Problem Set 4 5

A STORY OF UNITS

Name

Date

1. Step 1: Draw and shade a tape diagram of the given fraction.
Step 2: Record the decomposition as a sum of unit fractions.
Step 3: Record the decomposition of the fraction two more ways.
(The first one has been done for you.)
1
a.

5
8

5
1
1
1
1
1
=
+ + + +
8
8
8
8
8
8

b.

c.

5
2
2
1
=
+ +
8
8
8
8

5
2
1
1
1
=
+ + +
8
8
8
8
8

10

3
2

Lesson 2:

Decompose fractions as a sum of unit fractions using tape diagrams.
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Lesson 2 Problem Set 4 5

A STORY OF UNITS

2. Step 1: Draw and shade a tape diagram of the given fraction.
Step 2: Record the decomposition of the fraction in three different ways using number sentences.
a.

b.

c.

7
8

5
3

7
5

d. 1

1
3

Lesson 2:

Decompose fractions as a sum of unit fractions using tape diagrams.

©2015 Great Minds. eureka-math.org
G 4-M 5-SE-1.3.0 -0 6.20 15
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Wednesday

Beowulf

LEVELED BOOK • U

A Reading A–Z Level U Leveled Book
Word Count: 2,043

Connections
Writing
The original Beowulf is an epic poem. Write
a paragraph describing the elements of an
epic poem.

Social Studies
Beowulf was originally written in Old
English. Create a poster showing when and
where Old English was spoken. Look up the
Old English words for king, dragon, boat,
and fiend, and include them in your poster.

• X• Z

1

U
Visit www.readinga-z.com
for thousands of books and materials.

Adapted from a version
edited by Thomas Bailey Aldrich
Illustrated by Timothy Truman

www.readinga-z.com

Words to Know
barrow
coronet
fame
fate
fiend
handiwork

hilt
mead
might
moors
perish
vowed

Adapted from a version
edited by Thomas Bailey Aldrich
Illustrated by Timothy Truman
www.readinga-z.com

Focus Question
What is a hero?

Beowulf
Level U Leveled Book
© Learning A–Z
Adapted from a version edited
by Thomas Bailey Aldrich
Illustrated by Timothy Truman
All rights reserved.
www.readinga-z.com

Correlation
LEVEL U
Fountas & Pinnell
Reading Recovery
DRA

Q
40
40

When the remaining warriors awoke, they
raised a great cry of sorrow. The old king sat
speechless with grief. None could do battle with
the monster, for he was too strong. For twelve
long years, Grendel warred against Hrothgar.
He prowled round about the hall and lay in wait
for the king’s men on the misty moors.
Now there lived in a far-off land a young
warrior called Beowulf, who had the strength
of thirty men. He heard of the wicked deeds
of Grendel and the sorrow of the good king
Hrothgar. So he had a strong ship made ready
and with fourteen friends set sail. They took a
ship across the swelling ocean to help Hrothgar
in his need.
When they reached the golden hall, the king
welcomed them. Beowulf said, “I have come to
fight against Grendel. Hand to hand I will fight
the foe, and death shall come to whomever
God wills.”

Old King Hrothgar built a golden hall. There
the king sat on his throne. A band of brave
warriors gathered round him, all living together
in peace and joy.
But there came a wicked monster, Grendel,
out of the wilds. He snuck across the moors in
the thick darkness and entered the hall. There,
Grendel saw the warriors sleeping after battle.
The monster seized thirty of them in their sleep.
He gave yells of joy and fled across the moors
to reach his home with his prey.
Beowulf • Level U

Hrothgar loved the youth for his noble words
and invited Beowulf and his men to feast. The
queen brought a jeweled cup of mead to the king
and to Beowulf. Beowulf vowed that he would
conquer the enemy or die.

3

4

When night came, the king commanded
Beowulf to guard the hall. Then Beowulf took off
his armor and sword and lay down to rest there.
Through the dim night, Grendel came. All
slept in the darkness, all but one! Grendel opened
the door to the golden hall. He seized a sleeping
warrior and in a moment had crunched his bones.
Then he stretched out his hand to seize Beowulf
on his bed. Beowulf quickly grabbed his arm and
wrestled the fiend with all his might. Grendel
had never felt such a grip. He wanted to run away,
but could not.

Grendel raged about while Beowulf held him.
He crashed and smashed all around the hall.
Beowulf’s men seized their weapons to hack
Grendel on every side, but no blade could touch
him. Still Beowulf held him by the arm. Grendel’s
shoulder split apart, and he fled, wounded to
death. He left his hand, arm, and shoulder in
Beowulf’s grasp. He sped away over the moors
into the darkness, leaving Beowulf the victor.
In the morning, King Hrothgar came to the
hall. He said, “This lad, through God’s might, has
done the deed that we, with all our wisdom, could
not do. You are now like a son to me, Beowulf.
You shall want for nothing in this world, and your
fame shall live forever.”
The hall was repaired, and a merry feast was
held. The king gave many gifts to Beowulf, but
the greatest of all was an old and famous sword.
To each of Beowulf’s men he gave rich gifts.
The queen also gave Beowulf gifts of gold.
Great was the joy of all till evening came.
Beowulf, like the king, had his own room that
night to sleep in. The warriors lay down in the
hall, their armor and weapons close at hand.
Each slept, ready to do battle for his lord. So
they sank to rest, little dreaming what deep
sorrow was to fall on them.

Beowulf • Level U
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Grendel the monster was dead, but Grendel’s
mother still lived. Furious at the death of her son,
she crept to the great hall and made her way in.
She grabbed a nobleman, the king’s dearest friend,
and crushed him in his sleep. The warriors leapt
up, swords in hand, but Grendel’s mother escaped.
The old king felt bitter grief when he heard
that his closest friend was slain. He sent for
Beowulf.

Beowulf answered quickly: “Fear not! Let us
track the monster. Each of us must look for death,
and he who has the chance should do mighty
deeds before it comes. I promise you Grendel’s
mother shall not escape me.”
The king sprang up gladly, and Beowulf and
his friends set out. They passed stony banks and
narrow gullies.
Suddenly they saw a clump of gloomy trees
overhanging a dreary pool. A shudder ran
through them, for the pool was blood-red.

“We have fresh grief this morning,” said the
sad king. “Another monster has come to avenge
Grendel’s death. She lives in a fearful spot, a land
of bogs and windy cliffs. A waterfall plunges
into the blackness below, and twisted trees with
gnarled roots overhang it. You are our only hope,
Beowulf. Will you enter this horrible place?”

Beowulf made himself ready for the fight. He
covered his body with armor. His sword was a
wonderful treasure with an edge of iron. It had
never failed anyone who had needed it in battle.
“Be like a father to my men, if I perish,” said
Beowulf to Hrothgar. “Send the rich gifts you
have given me to my king. Either I will win fame,
or death shall take me.”
He plunged headfirst into the pool. It took
nearly the whole day before he saw the bottom.
Grendel’s mother met him. For a hundred years
she had lived in the deep pool. She grabbed at
him and caught him, but his armor saved him
from her horrible fingers. Still she held him tight
and took him to the bottom of the lake.

Beowulf • Level U
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Beowulf searched the huge chamber and
found Grendel lying there dead. He cut off his
head as a trophy for King Hrothgar.
The men seated on the banks of the pool
watching with Hrothgar feared they would never
see Beowulf again. The day was fading fast, so
they and the king went homeward. Beowulf’s men
stayed on, sick at heart, gazing at the pool. They
longed, but did not expect, to see their lord and
master.

Then he saw that he was in a vast hall. There
was no water, but a strange glow of firelight. At
once the fight began, but Beowulf’s famous sword
could not hurt the monster. Beowulf threw it away
in anger, trusting to the strength of his hands.
He seized Grendel’s mother by the shoulder
and brought her down. Quickly she recovered
and closed in on him. He staggered and fell, worn
out. She pinned him and drew her knife to take
his life, but his armor turned the point. He stood
up again and saw hanging on the wall a huge old
sword, the handiwork of giants. He seized it and
swung it with all his might so that the monster
gave up her life.
Beowulf • Level U
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Under the depths, Beowulf was making his
way to them. The magic sword melted in his hand.
He brought nothing more with him than the hilt
and Grendel’s head. He bravely rose up through
the waters and came to land. His men saw him.
They thanked God and ran to free him of his
armor. They rejoiced to see him sound and whole.
Now they marched gladly to the town. It took
four of them to carry Grendel’s head. They entered
the great hall.
Beowulf handed the magic hilt to Hrothgar,
who saw that it was the work of giants of old.
He praised Beowulf for his courage and said
that he would love him as his son. “Many, many
treasures,” he said, “must pass from me to you
tomorrow, but now rest and feast.”

10

Beowulf sat down to the banquet gladly and
was happy to rest.
When day dawned, he said farewell to the king
with noble words, promising to help him in time
of need. So Beowulf returned home, having done
mighty deeds and gained great honor.

In due time, Beowulf himself became king
and ruled his land well for fifty years. Then
trouble came.
A slave, fleeing his master’s heavy hand,
stumbled by an evil chance into the den of a
dragon. He carried off a golden cup, part of
the dragon’s treasure.
The dragon had been sleeping, but now he
awoke. He noticed the cup was missing. He could
smell the man who had stolen his treasure.
When the sun sank, the dragon took flight,
burning all the cheerful homes of men. His rage
was felt far and wide. Before dawn, he flew back
again to his dark home.
Now Beowulf heard that his own home had
been burnt to the ground. It was a great grief to
him. His chest heaved with anger.
He meant to rid his country of the dragon
and to fight it single-handedly. He had killed both
Grendel and his mother by himself when he was
young. He would have thought it shameful to
seek the dragon with a large band.
Beowulf ordered his men to wait for him on
the mountainside. They were to see which of the
two would come alive out of the fight.

Beowulf • Level U
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Now, for the third time, the dragon rushed
upon him. This time, it seized him by the neck
with its fangs. Wiglaf, with no thought for himself,
rushed forward, though he was scorched with
the flames. He struck the dragon lower down than
Beowulf had done. His sword entered the dragon’s
body, and the fire began to cease.

Beowulf went to the entrance of the dragon’s
den. He gave a great shout, and the dragon
answered with a blast of flame. Beowulf, with
sword drawn, raised his shield when the burning
dragon charged at him. The shield barely saved
him. He swung his sword at the horrible monster,
but its edge did not bite. Sparks flew around him
on every side. He saw that the end of his days
had come.
His men crept away to the woods to save their
lives. One, and one only, Wiglaf by name, ran
through the smoke and flame to help his lord.
The dragon came on in fury. In a moment,
the flames destroyed Wiglaf’s shield. He stepped
behind Beowulf’s as his own fell in ashes around
him. The king remembered his strength of old.
He swung his sword with such force that it stuck in
the monster’s head, while splinters flew all around.
Beowulf • Level U
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The king, recovering his senses, drew his
knife and ended the monster’s life. So these two
together destroyed the enemy of the people. To
Beowulf, that was the greatest moment of his life,
when he saw his work was done.
The wound that the dragon gave him began
to burn and swell, for poison had entered it. He
knew that the tale of his days was told. Wiglaf
gently took off his helmet and brought him water.
Beowulf said, “I have ruled this people fifty years,
and no king has dared attack them. I have ruled
with justice, and no friend has lost his life through
me. Though I am sick with deadly wounds, I have
comfort in this. Now go quickly, Wiglaf. Show me
the treasure that I have won for my people so that
I may die in peace.”
Wiglaf quickly entered the dragon’s den.
On every side he saw gold, jewels, vases, helmets,
and bracelets. Overhead was a marvelous golden
banner gleaming with light.

14

Glossary

Wiglaf brought treasures to Beowulf and laid
them on the ground. “I thank God,” said the
dying king, “that I have won this treasure for
my people. Now they will have all that they need,
but I cannot be here any longer. Tell my men to
bury my ashes in a high mound on the headland
overlooking the sea. In times to come, men shall
call it Beowulf’s Barrow. It shall guide sailors
over the stormy seas.”
The brave king took from his neck his golden
collar and removed his helmet and his coronet.
He gave them to his true warrior, Wiglaf. “Fate
has swept all my family away,” said he, “and now
I must follow them.”
That was his last word as his soul left his body
to join the company of the just.
Beowulf • Level U
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barrow (n.)

a small hill or mound of earth, often
placed over a grave (p. 15)

coronet (n.)

a simple or small crown (p. 15)

fame (n.)

the state of being well known or often
talked about (p. 6)

fate (n.)

an outcome or series of events in one’s
life that is beyond one’s control (p. 15)

fiend (n.)

an evil person, spirit, or monster (p. 5)

handiwork (n.) something made or done by hand;
craftsmanship (p. 9)
hilt (n.)

the handle of a sword, dagger,
or other weapon (p. 10)

mead (n.)

a fermented drink made of honey,
water, yeast, and malt (p. 4)

might (n.)

strength or power (p. 5)

moors (n.)

areas of open land that cannot be used
for farming; areas of land that are wet
and covered in coarse grasses (p. 3)

perish (v.)

to die, especially in a sudden, violent,
or unexpected way (p. 8)

vowed (v.)

promised (p. 4)
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Name

The Call to Adventure The hero is called to go on a quest
to seek an object or specific knowledge, which will somehow
save the ordinary world.

The
Cal
lt

n
tur

Ordinary World

re
ntu
dve
oA

The
Re

Instructions: Describe Beowulf’s actions during each of the four phases of The Hero’s Journey on the chart
below. Then, list the character traits that he exhibits during each phase. On the back of this paper, summarize
the information on the chart to explain why Beowulf is a hero.

The Challenges During the journey, the hero encounters
enemies, battles, and temptations.
The Supreme Ordeal The hero undergoes a transformation,
or change, which can take many forms and affects the
actions and decisions the hero makes.

Unknown World

he

eO

Ch

em

a ll e

upr

nge

s

The S
T

rd

ea

l

Phase of
Hero’s Journey

The Return The end of the journey occurs when the hero
returns to the ordinary world.

Beowulf’s Actions

Hero Traits

The Call to Adventure

The Supreme Ordeal

Skill: Analyze Character

The Challenges

The Return
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Name
Instructions: Fill in the missing irregular verbs in the spaces below. Then, choose three of the past-tense irregular
verbs to write three original sentences in the space provided.

present tense

past tense

hear
bring
take
sleep
feel
run
hold
flee

My Sentences:

2.

3.

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.
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Name
Instructions: Add the suffix -ly to each word. Then, choose the correct word from the word bank to complete
each sentence. At the bottom of the page, add the suffix -ly to each word and use it in a complete sentence.

quick

near

glad

brave

sudden

bare

1 He

rose up through the waters and came to land.

2 The shield

saves him.

3 Beowulf

grabbed his arm and wrestled him with all his might.

4 Beowulf sat down to the banquet

and was happy to rest.

they saw a clump of gloomy trees overhanding

5
a dreary pool.

gentle:

the whole day before he spied the bottom.

Skill: Suffix -ly

6 It took

dead:

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.
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Wednesday

Week

▲▲▲▲

Wednesday

1

1. Fill in the blank with a season.

▲▲▲▲

2. Complete the word with a blend.
.

It is cool but not too co

No

sometimes

But

4. Make a sentence that uses all of the words.

in storms are

5. Fix the sentence.

there the fall. big

sometimes

But

in

storms

are

5. Fix the sentence.

the only kined of weather I do not like is foge

© Learning A–Z All rights reserved.

No

Where I live, it is usually sunny in the fall

4. Make a sentence that uses all of the words.
the fall. big

.

3. Would you use a question mark in the sentence?
Yes

Where I live, it is usually sunny in the fall

there

has the best weather.
2. Complete the word with a blend.

3. Would you use a question mark in the sentence?
Yes

1

1. Fill in the blank with a season.
has the best weather.

It is cool but not too co

Week

the only kined of weather I do not like is foge

www.writinga-z.com
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Lesson 3 Problem Set 4 5

A STORY OF UNITS

Name

Date

1. Decompose each fraction modeled by a tape diagram as a sum of unit fractions. Write the equivalent
multiplication sentence. The first one has been done for you.
1

a.

3
4

1

1

4

4

= +

+

1

3

4

4

=3×

1
4

1

b.

1

c.

1
d.

e.

1

Lesson 3:

Decompose non-unit fractions and represent them as a whole number
times a unit fraction using tape diagrams.
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Lesson 3 Problem Set 4 5

A STORY OF UNITS

2. Write the following fractions greater than 1 as the sum of two products.
1

a.

b.

1

3. Draw a tape diagram, and record the given fraction’s decomposition into unit fractions as a multiplication
sentence.
4
a.
5

b.

c.

d.

e.

5
8

7

7
4

7
6

Lesson 3:

Decompose non-unit fractions and represent them as a whole number
times a unit fraction using tape diagrams.

©2015 Great Minds. eureka-math.org
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Thursday

The Guest Ranch

LEVELED BOOK • U

A Reading A–Z Level U Leveled Book
Word Count: 1,705

Connections
Writing
Write a letter from Zach to Mitch, thanking
him for his help and highlighting the
memorable experiences from the trip.

Social Studies
Research to learn more about the cowboys
mentioned in the book. Create a poster
showing what you learned.

Written by Jessica Malordy
Illustrated by Carol Heyer

Visit www.readinga-z.com
for thousands of books and materials.
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Words to Know
cacti
cattle drive
dismount
galloping
lasso
loped

posture
ranch hand
rummaged
stragglers
trotting
veered

Written by Jessica Malordy
Illustrated by Carol Heyer
www.readinga-z.com

Focus Question
How does the setting influence Zach?

The Guest Ranch
Level U Leveled Book
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LEVEL U
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Reading Recovery
DRA

Q
40
40

To Zach, the air smelled like horses and cows.
He could even see the horses tossing their manes
as he and his mom parked and headed into the
main building. Inside, old-timey photographs of
rodeo riders lined the walls beneath a massive
longhorn skull.

Zach squinted as his mom’s car rumbled
forward. He was trying to get a better look at
Cottonwood Guest Ranch, a long, low building
almost the same color as the desert soil it sat
on. “Why are we on vacation in the middle of
nowhere?” he grumbled. He flicked his thumb
idly across his smartphone’s screen. “The map
doesn’t even get a signal.”
“To take a break from all that!” Zach’s mom
replied. She reached over, plucked his phone from
his hands, and lowered the window. “Smell that?
That’s fresh air out there! That’s nature!”

While his mom checked in, Zach leafed
through the guest packet, examining photos of the
week’s activities. There would be horseback riding
and hiking, river rafting and rodeo skills, all
leading up to a real cattle drive on the last day.
He had to admit that the activities looked
pretty cool, especially the riding. All day, he had
stared out the window, thinking how strange it
was to cross the desert by car. Metal, glass, and air
conditioning had shielded him from the elements.
It had to be different on horseback. You’d be a part
of it.
Still, Zach felt a little uneasy as he followed his
mom to their room. “Mom, are you sure this place
is for us?” he asked. “I mean, the people in the
photos don’t exactly look like us.”
“Give it a chance,” his mom urged gently,
kicking off her shoes. “Your uncle Grant said
they had a great time when they came here last
summer.”
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The next morning,
Zach embarked on his
first horseback-riding
lesson, fighting back
a yawn. What sort of
vacation made you wake
up with the Sun? While
the experienced kids
saddled up for a trail
ride, Zach and the other
beginners learned the
basics—the parts of the
horse, the parts of the saddle, how not to get
stomped or chomped on. The riding instructors
made everything look easy, but Zach’s horse,
Gizmo, had other ideas. He had huge teeth and
muscles like marble. He refused to walk where
Zach wanted to go, no matter how hard he tugged
on the reins. Why had nobody ever warned Zach
just how big horses were in real life?
The afternoon hike was a relief in comparison:
Zach looked up close at cacti, listened for
birdcalls, and learned to identify different kinds
of animal droppings. But walking around while
cacti stabbed you with their spines was nowhere
near as fun as a real ride through the desert.
Would he ever be able to do that?

The next day, Zach dragged his feet back
toward the stables. Gizmo whinnied nervously
as soon as he spotted Zach. It was going to be
a tough week.
Just then, a tall African American man in a
giant white Stetson hat loped by. “All right, where
are my beginners?” he boomed.
Zach blinked. A black cowboy? Working as
a ranch hand in New Mexico?
“Saddle up,” the man instructed, and everyone
leapt into action except for Zach, who was still
staring. The ranch hand gave him a wink. “The
name’s Mitch,” he said, tipping his hat.
“Zach,” Zach replied. He had no hat to tip.
“Pleasure to meet you, Zach. Now hop to it!”
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By the end of class, it was clear Zach was
not keeping up. The other beginners were
trotting, while Zach could barely direct
Gizmo’s wanderings. “Giddyup,” Zach
growled, digging in his heels and wishing
he had spurs like a real cowboy. But Gizmo
stayed still.

Zach took three more loops around the pen,
a little faster each time, before Mitch told him
to bring Gizmo back in. Zach straightened up,
clutched the reins, and clucked his tongue—and
this time, Gizmo veered wildly off course. Mitch
caught the reins just in time.
“Whoa, boy. Whoa,” he cooed, gentling the
horse. “Just a rabbit underfoot. That’s all. Easy,
now.” Carefully, he helped Zach dismount.

“Why don’t we spend a little time with Gizmo
one-on-one?” Mitch suggested.
Zach’s face grew warm with embarrassment.
“That’s okay,” he mumbled. “Horseback riding
isn’t really my thing.”
“That’s a load of manure,” Mitch replied. He
slipped a sugar cube into Zach’s hand. “Sugar’s
the first secret to cowboying,” he joked. “Keep
your palm flat, now.”
Gizmo gobbled up the sugar cube as fast as
a jackrabbit. Zach grinned. Mitch smiled back,
then corrected Zach’s posture, adjusted his
knees, and told him to loosen his grip on the
reins. “You’re in charge of the horse,” he said.
“Always remember that.”
Slowly, Zach took Gizmo for a walk around
the pen. This time, the horse followed his lead.
“Now that’s what I’m talking about! You’re a
natural,” Mitch declared.
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As soon as he reached the ground, Zach
realized he was shaking. “I don’t know,” he
said, looking out over the land, remembering
his earlier daydreams of galloping through
the desert on horseback. “I might not be cut
out for this ranch stuff.”
“Now what’s that supposed to mean?”
“I mean—well, come on,” Zach exclaimed.
“Being a cowboy isn’t for black folks, is it?”
“You don’t think I’m a real cowboy?” Mitch
asked pointedly.

Mitch chuckled. “It’s true. For more than a
hundred years, black cowboys found a special
kind of freedom out here in the West. Sometimes
they had to do the dirtiest, hardest work, but still
they persisted. They proved themselves, rode
with the other cowboys—white, Mexican, Native
American, you name it. All were equals out under
the desert sky.”

“I guess,” Zach said, rolling his eyes.
“Don’t you roll your eyes at me, son. What do
they teach kids at school these days? There’s a
long history of black cowboys! In fact, in the old
days, one out of every four cowboys was black.”
“No way!” Zach replied. Maybe cowboying
could be for him, after all.
“Yes way,” Mitch said, “including some of the
most famous ones! Bose Ikard was a tracker in the
early Texas cattle drives. Charley Willis was born
a slave, died a bronco buster. Bill Pickett, rodeo
star, started cowboying after fifth grade!”
“Wow,” Zach breathed.
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Only that morning, Zach had believed there
was no place for him in the cowboy story of
the West. Suddenly, everything was different.
“Thank you,” he whispered.
“No problem, bud,” Mitch said, then swept
his big white Stetson off his head and plunked
it down on top of Zach’s.
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At first, all Zach could think about was his
riding. Back straight, knees up, eyes ahead, reins held
low with thumbs up. Mitch’s advice looped through
Zach’s head: You’re in charge, but trust the horse.
All around him rode the ranch hands and other
guests. Plenty of them were also beginners,
Zach realized. He and Gizmo trotted confidently
through the scrub. They weren’t galloping, no,
but they were keeping pace!

The rest of the week, the only thing Zach could
think and talk about was riding. He had a goal,
now: to ride in the cattle drive. He knew he was
not ready yet to learn to lasso or barrel ride. But
he also knew if he kept at it, like Mitch had said,
he would be able to prove himself. He started
skipping the afternoon activities to saddle up and
practice. At night, he rode Gizmo in his dreams.
That didn’t stop his nerves, of course. The
morning of the cattle drive, he noticed all the
cacti he could topple into, the rocks that could
trip Gizmo.

The cowboys knew. “Hang tight!” Mitch
shouted as he and the other ranch hands spurred
on their horses. It was like a big dance. They
surrounded the herd and began funneling them
toward fresh grazing land. Excitedly, Zach gave
Gizmo a little kick.
“Stick to the back!” Mitch called, and Zach
scowled. Why should he?

“Ready, bud?” asked Mitch.
“You bet,” Zach replied, squaring his shoulders,
adjusting his Stetson—and then they were off.
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When they reached the herd, the cattle seemed
unsure where to go, just like the guests. Zach
glanced at his mom. How did a cattle drive work,
exactly?
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Then he understood. After Mitch had helped
move the herd forward, he circled back to Zach
and his mom. “Now we round up the stragglers!
That’s the best part.”
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That night, nothing could dim Zach’s smile,
though he was so sore that it hurt to walk. At the
evening campfire, he collapsed beside his mom
and crowed, “Best day ever!”
“You were awesome out there,” she said,
smiling proudly. “Do you want to see?”
She rummaged in her pocket, and out came
the last item Zach expected—his phone.
Zach caught on quickly. Whenever a lazy steer
or distracted cow wandered off, he, Mitch, and
his mom worked together to push it back into
the herd. Cowboying turned out to be hot, sweaty,
dirty work. It was challenging, keeping track
of the cattle and Gizmo at the same time. Zach
choked on a lot of dust, and his legs ached by the
end of the day. Still, he’d never had so much fun.
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With a quick swipe, his mom opened his
photos. There was the cattle drive, in vivid detail:
Zach and Gizmo trotting off toward the horizon;
the two of them creeping up on a wayward steer;
Zach dismounting, covered in dust. Looking
through the pictures, Zach was whisked back
to the incredible sensation of riding through the
open desert, just the land and the sky and him
and his horse.
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Glossary
cacti (n.)

plural of cactus; a desert plant that
usually has spines instead of leaves
(p. 5)

cattle drive (n.) the roundup and guiding of cattle from
one location to another (p. 4)
dismount (v.)

to get down from something one has
been riding, such as a bicycle or an
animal (p. 8)

galloping (v.)

moving forward in a fast, rhythmic way
(p. 9)

lasso (v.)

to catch something by throwing a rope
loop around it (p. 11)

loped (v.)

moved with long, easy strides (p. 6)

“Oh man, wait until my friends see these!”
Zach exclaimed.

posture (n.)

the way someone holds his or her body
when sitting or standing (p. 7)

But the words gave him pause. The photos
would make for great memories, but they
were stealing him away from the here and now:
his achy legs, the toasting marshmallows, the
starlit sky, and the ranch hands crooning cowboy
songs. Across the fire, Mitch shot him a wink.

ranch hand (n.) a person hired to work on a ranch
(p. 6)

“Thanks, Mom,” Zach said and popped a
marshmallow into his mouth. “But you know
what? Right now, I don’t want to be anywhere
but here.”
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rummaged (v.)

to search thoroughly for something in
a disorderly or undirected way (p. 14)

stragglers (n.)

people or animals that move slowly and
fall behind the others in a group (p. 12)

trotting (v.)

moving at a speed between walking
and running (p. 7)

veered (v.)

suddenly turned or changed direction
(p. 8)
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Make

Revise

Confirm

Actual
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Instructions: Write a prediction in the Make column. Record any revisions you make to the prediction in the Revise column, and write a check mark in the
Confirm column if you can confirm your prediction after reading. Record the events that actually happen in the Actual column.

Name

Skill: Make, Revise, and Confirm Predictions

Name
Instructions: Place commas after each introductory word or phrase in the sentences below. Then, write two of
your own sentences about the story using introductory words or phrases.

1 On the way to Cottonwood Guest Ranch Zach was feeling uneasy.
2 The next day he was frustrated and thought he’d never learn to
ride a horse.

3 After Zach met Mitch he learned all about African American
cowboys from the past.

4 Slowly Zach’s confidence grew as he learned how to ride Gizmo.
5 On the morning of the cattle drive Zach felt nervous but ready!
6 Afterward he said that was the most fun he’d ever had!
7 After a week on the ranch Zach changed and grew as a person.
8 As he packed up to head home I bet Zach was sad because he was

My Sentences:
1.

Skill: Commas After Introductory Words

going to miss Cottonwood!

2.
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Name
Instructions: Match the words from the left column with the words from the right column to create compound
words. Then, write the compound words under the correct heading: Closed Compound Words or Hyphenated
Compound Words. Then, use all the hyphenated compound words in sentences on the back of your paper.

way

sales

fashioned

tongue

yard

lime

person

time

light

ship

tied

well

dressed

high

saving

Hyphenated Compound Words
old-fashioned
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Closed Compound Words
Skill: Hyphenated Compound Words

old
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Thursday
▲▲▲▲

Week

Thursday

1

1. Fill in the blank with a CVC word that means “something
you wear on your head.”

▲▲▲▲

1

1. Fill in the blank with a CVC word that means “something
you wear on your head.”

On the first cool day, I get out my best

.

2. Fix the sentence.

On the first cool day, I get out my best

.

2. Fix the sentence.

if it snoes, I whare are my warm boots

if it snoes, I whare are my warm boots

3. When it’s cold out, I like to bundle up.

3. When it’s cold out, I like to bundle up.

This sentence is a

.

a) statement

b) question

c) strong feeling

4. Circle the mistakes in the sentence.

This sentence is a

.

a) statement

b) question

c) strong feeling

4. Circle the mistakes in the sentence.

I’am happy when the curisp, cool air of fall comes.

I’am happy when the curisp, cool air of fall comes.

5. Fix the sentence.

5. Fix the sentence.

i do’nt like to feel colde when I’am out side.
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Week

i do’nt like to feel colde when I’am out side.
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Friday

Week

▲▲▲▲

1

1. Fill in the blank with a CVCe word.
In fall, I

to do many things outside.

“very good.”
eat.

In fall, I

1

to do many things outside.

2. Fill in the blank with a blend to make a word that means

The first day of school is

3. Make a question that uses all of the words.
teacher be

who

new

my

will teacher

be who

new

4. Which punctuation mark works best?

Hey, my old friend Ricardo is in my class
b) .

eat.

3. Make a question that uses all of the words.

4. Which punctuation mark works best?

Hey, my old friend Ricardo is in my class
c) !

a) ?

5. Fix the sentence.

b) .

c) !

5. Fix the sentence.

every thing about fall mak me happy
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▲▲▲▲

“very good.”

The first day of school is

a) ?

Week

1. Fill in the blank with a CVCe word.

2. Fill in the blank with a blend to make a word that means

my will

Friday

every thing about fall mak me happy
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Lesson 4 Problem Set 4 5

A STORY OF UNITS

Name

Date

1. The total length of each tape diagram represents 1. Decompose the shaded unit fractions as the sum of
smaller unit fractions in at least two different ways. The first one has been done for you.

1
2

b.

1
2

1
2

a.

=

1
4

+

1
2

1
4

1
3

=

1
8

+

1
8

+

1
8

+

1
8

1
3

c.

d.

Lesson 4:

Decompose fractions into sums of smaller unit fractions using tape
diagrams.
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Lesson 4 Problem Set 4 5

A STORY OF UNITS

2.

The total length of each tape diagram represents 1. Decompose the shaded fractions as the sum of
smaller unit fractions in at least two different ways.

a.

b.

3. Draw and label tape diagrams to prove the following statements. The first one has been done for you.

a.

2
5

=

4
10

b.

2
6

=

4
12

Lesson 4:

Decompose fractions into sums of smaller unit fractions using tape
diagrams.
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A STORY OF UNITS

c.

3
4

=

d.

3
4

=

6
8

12

1
2

4
8

2
3

6

4
6

8
12

4. Show that is equivalent to using a tape diagram and a number sentence.

5. Show that is equivalent to using a tape diagram and a number sentence.

6. Show that is equivalent to

Lesson 4:

using a tape diagram and a number sentence.

Decompose fractions into sums of smaller unit fractions using tape
diagrams.
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