6th Grade Distance Learning: Week of May 18th
Monday, 5/18
ELA

1. Watch Lesson 5 Part 2
2. Submit Google Form

Tuesday, 5/19
1. Watch Lesson 6 Part 1
2. Submit Google Form

Wednesday, 5/20
1. Watch Lesson 7 Part 1
2. Submit Google Form

Thursday, 5/21
1. Watch Lesson 7 Part 2
2. Submit Google Form
On Friday:
1. Read book of choice for
45 mins
2. Submit Google Form
Book Log

Math

SS /
Science

Module 5, Lesson 1

Module 5, Lesson 2

Module 5, Lesson 3

Module 5, Lesson 4

Watch this video:

Watch this video:

Watch this video:

Watch this video:

https://gm.greatminds.org/kotg-e
m/knowledge-for-grade-6-em-m5
-l1?hsLang=en-us

https://gm.greatminds.org/kotg-e
m/knowledge-for-grade-6-em-m5
-l2?hsLang=en-us

https://gm.greatminds.org/kotg-e
m/knowledge-for-grade-6-em-m5
-l3?hsLang=en-us

https://gm.greatminds.org/kotg-e
m/knowledge-for-grade-6-em-m5
-l4?hsLang=en-us

Submit Problem Set to Ms. Hain
at jhain@pfpcs.org.

Submit Problem Set to Ms. Hain
at jhain@pfpcs.org.

Submit Problem Set to Ms. Hain
at jhain@pfpcs.org.

Submit Problem Set to Ms. Hain
at jhain@pfpcs.org.

Read “For Native Americans,
coronavirus looks heartbreakingly
familiar” and send your answers
to Mr. Curtis at
ccurtis@pfpcs.org.

Read “Nitrous oxide, or "laughing
gas," has serious effect on Earth”
and send your answers to Mr.
Curtis at ccurtis@pfpcs.org.

Read “World's biggest hornets,
with a sting that can kill, land in
United States” and send your
answers to Mr. Curtis at
ccurtis@pfpcs.org.

Read “Astronomers find closest
black hole to Earth, hints of
more” and send your answers to
Mr. Curtis at ccurtis@pfpcs.org.

Monday

Monday, May 18, 2020
OPENING EXERCISE
1. Find the area of each rectangle below:

6 in

4.5 cm

12 cm

5 in

2. Take a look at the two shapes below:

What differences do you notice between the shapes?

S. 1

EXPLAIN

EXAMPLE 1

Label the height and the base of the parallelograms below:

EXAMPLE 2 Find the area of the parallelogram.
16 cm
9 cm
10 cm

S. 2

EXERCISES
Directions: Find the area of the following parallelograms. Show your work.
1)

2)
9 cm
4 in.

5 in.

8 cm
11 cm

6 in.

3) The Brazilian flag is a green rectangle with a yellow parallelogram inside. If the
measurements of a flag are as shown, what is the area of parallelogram inside?

5)

4)

3.5 in

8 in.

6 in.
7.3 in

6 in.

9.1 in.

S. 3

PROBLEM SET – Monday, May 18, 2020
Find the area of each parallelogram below. Note that the figures are not drawn to scale.
:

*CHALLENGE (optional):
If the area of a parallelogram is

!"
#$

%

cm2 and the height is cm, write an equation that relates the height, base,

and area of the parallelogram. Solve the equation.

&

S. 4

For Native Americans, coronavirus looks
heartbreakingly familiar
By Christian Science Monitor, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.13.20
Word Count 645
Level 820L

Team Rubicon volunteers Dennis Grooms (center), an EMT from St. Louis, Missouri, and EMT Tracy Thomas (left) from Omaha, Nebraska,
enter an exam room in the emergency room of the Kayenta Health Center on the Navajo Reservation in Kayenta, Arizona, April 23, 2020.
Team Rubicon is helping with medical and emergency room operations as cases of COVID-19 surge. Photo: Carolyn Kaster/AP Photo

Indigenous people are the first North Americans. Throughout history, they have faced many
diseases.
Illnesses like smallpox, the measles and flus have killed many of the population over hundreds of
years.
In 1918, the Spanish flu spread around the world. Indigenous Americans died at four times the
rate of other Americans during that illness. Many indigenous communities live in remote areas.
This means it can be hard to get information. Indigenous communities in Alaska during the
Spanish flu decided to not let people travel through in order to protect themselves.
Similar ways of self-protection are happening now. Indigenous communities are fighting a new
illness. They are trying to stop the spread of coronavirus, or COVID-19, within their communities.
Many people who live on indigenous reservations are older. They are more likely to have other
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

health conditions and often live in remote locations. The health systems in indigenous
communities do not have enough funding. For some tribes, older people are the last sources of the
tribe's language and cultures.
"Every [issue] that is true elsewhere in the United States is being magnified" with the coronavirus
in indigenous communities, says Allison Barlow. She leads the Johns Hopkins Center for
American Indian Health.
The Scope Of The Challenge

Across North America, there is not enough testing to see who has coronavirus. Yet it is a bigger
problem for indigenous communities. Without testing, it is hard to get a true count on the number
of coronavirus cases among indigenous populations.
Reservations are a big concern. They are home to the most at-risk populations for coronavirus.
This includes older people and those with long-term illnesses.
Reservations struggle with many challenges. Health facilities do not have enough people working
there. Homes are crowded with many family members. Systems like transportation and
technology do not work well. Some reservations lack drinking water. Others lack water that is
clean enough for hand-washing.
The Canadian government has sent health supplies to indigenous communities. The U.S.
government has promised more than $8 billion to help indigenous communities.
In the past, there have been agreements between indigenous communities and governments. The
government must provide health care to tribes. Yet it has hardly helped with tribes' health systems
in the past.
The Pine Ridge Reservation is in South Dakota and Nebraska. There is only one health care facility
on the reservation. The population is almost 20,000. However, the health facility has 45 beds and
16 staff members, according to the Indian Health Service.
"Here is this deadly virus, and they don't have what they need to contain it," said Barlow.
Defending The Reservation

Tribes are taking matters into their own hands.
Since April 3, for example, the Oglala Sioux has limited who can enter the Pine Ridge reservation.
Neither South Dakota nor Nebraska had statewide lockdown orders at the time. The tribe has been
teaching members about safety in various languages.
The Little Pine Nation in Saskatchewan, Canada, took similar steps. They have allowed only people
who live there to enter the area since March 25. Schools are also closed. The reservation has
organized the distribution of food and supplies to its residents.
Doug Cuthand is a member of Little Pine Nation. He said his community's quick response comes
from the knowledge of what past illnesses have done to First Nations communities. He said what
inspires hope is that First Nations are so disciplined.
Care For Elders
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Indigenous communities are deeply concerned for tribal elders. They are highly respected. Elders
carry knowledge, tradition and language. Tribes all over North America have been taking extra
care of them.
Since mid-March, the Cherokee Nation has delivered food to elders across the reservation. Tribal
members have also visited elders in person to instruct them, in Cherokee, on health guidelines.
"They're the keepers of our stories and our history," said Chuck Hoskin Jr., principal chief of the
Nation.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz
1

Read the following paragraph from the section "Defending The Reservation."

Doug Cuthand is a member of Little Pine Nation. He said his community's quick response comes
from the knowledge of what past illnesses have done to First Nations communities. He said what
inspires hope is that First Nations are so disciplined.
Which of the following is an accurate explanation of what this paragraph means?

2

(A)

Cuthand believes past illnesses will come back to harm First Nations communities.

(B)

Cuthand believes past illnesses had little effect on First Nations communities.

(C)

Cuthand thinks his community is unprepared to face the challenge of fighting illnesses.

(D)

Cuthand thinks his community is ready and willing to protect themselves from illness.

Read the section "Care For Elders."
Which sentence from the section shows WHY tribal elders are important to many indigenous communities?

3

(A)

Indigenous communities are deeply concerned for tribal elders.

(B)

Since mid-March, the Cherokee Nation has delivered food to elders across the reservation.

(C)

Tribal members have also visited elders in person to instruct them, in Cherokee, on health guidelines.

(D)

"They're the keepers of our stories and our history," said Chuck Hoskin Jr., principal chief of the Nation.

Read the following selection from the section "The Scope Of The Challenge."

The government must provide health care to tribes. Yet it has hardly helped with tribes' health
systems in the past.
What is the meaning of the word "hardly" as it is used in the selection?

4

(A)

always

(B)

barely

(C)

mostly

(D)

never

Read the following sentence from the introduction [paragraphs 1-5].

In 1918, the Spanish flu spread around the world.
Which answer choice uses the word "spread" in the SAME way as the sentence above?
(A)

They spread out the payments over the course of six months.

(B)

The model had a huge spread in the popular magazine.

(C)

The rumor spread very quickly throughout the entire school.

(D)

She spread the strawberry jam on one side of the bread.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Tuesday

Tuesday, May 19, 2020
OPENING EXERCISE (review from yesterday)

EXPLORATORY ACTIVITY (what is the formula for area of a triangle?)

S. 5

EXPLAIN
AREA of a triangle =

"
#

×

__________________×_________________

"

% = &ℎ
#

Howato
use a mathematical
formula:
How to use
mathematical
formula:
Step 1: Write the formula. (Make sure you are using the correct one!)

Step 1: Write the formula. (Make sure you are using the correct one!)
Step 2: Substitute in the values of the variables.

Step 2: Substitute in the values of the variables.

Step 3: Simplify the expression, following the order of operations.

Step 3: Simplify the expression, following the order of operations.
Step 4: Write the answer with units.

Step 4: Write the answer with units.

EXAMPLE Calculate the area of each triangle below. Each figure is not drawn to scale.

S. 6

EXERCISES

PROBLEM SET – Tuesday, May 19, 2020
Calculate the area of each right triangle below. Note that the figures are not drawn to scale. Remember to
write your answer with units.

S. 7

Nitrous oxide, or "laughing gas," has serious
effect on Earth
By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.13.20
Word Count 517
Level 860L

Image 1. View of the crescent moon through the top of the Earth's atmosphere. The atmosphere is a collection of gases that reaches high
into the sky. Photo: NASA Earth Observatory

How can we protect the Earth's environment? A growing challenge that deserves our attention is
climate change. You might wonder, what is climate change, exactly?
Many gases surround the Earth. They reach high into the sky and are known as the atmosphere.
Sunlight passes through the atmosphere but the gases trap heat around the Earth like a blanket
traps heat. Without our atmosphere, it would be very cold. The temperature would be around zero
degrees Celcius (32 degrees Fahrenheit), says Claudia Wagner-Riddle, a scientist and professor at
the University of Guelph in Ontario, Canada. As it is, the atmosphere keeps the planet at a warmer
average of about 15 degrees Celsius (60 degrees Fahrenheit).
The trouble comes when human activities add more gases to the atmosphere than there should be.
The gases build up and trap more heat. This causes changes in climate around the world. "The way
I often talk about it is that it's too much of a good thing," said Wagner-Riddle.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Carbon dioxide is one of those gases trapping heat. Cars and trucks produce it. Factories also
create carbon dioxide. Methane is another troublesome gas. Most methane comes from the burps
of cows on beef and dairy farms. There are millions of cows because many people like to eat beef
and drink milk.
Small Amounts of Nitrogen Are No Laughing Matter

There's another gas that's much less talked about when it comes to climate change. It's nitrous
oxide, often known as laughing gas. Dentists give patients nitrous oxide so they do not feel pain.
The atmosphere contains small amounts of nitrous oxide. There's much less of it than carbon
dioxide or methane. However, Wagner-Riddle says, nitrous oxide changes the climate a great deal
because once it gets into the atmosphere, it can stay there for more than 100 years.
Nitrous oxide forms naturally. It comes from bacteria,
or living organisms made of single cells, in the
ground. Yet people are speeding up how much nitrous
oxide is present in the atmosphere. Farmers use
nitrogen fertilizer to help grow more crops of grass,
corn, soybeans and apples, says Wagner-Riddle. But
the fertilizer also makes the bacteria in the ground
make more nitrous oxide which then goes into the
atmosphere.
Kids Can Help By Not Wasting Food

So what can kids do to change all of that? Surprisingly, Wagner-Riddle says, there is something
you can start doing today.
"No. 1 is to not waste food," she said.
Between 30 and 40 percent of all the food created in the United States is wasted. That number
comes from a U.S. government study.
"There was a whole bunch of energy and fertilizer that went to produce that food," Wagner-Riddle
said. "So then if it's wasted, it's for nothing."

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz
1

Read the following selection from the Introduction [paragraphs 1-4].

Many gases surround the Earth. They reach high into the sky and are known as the atmosphere.
Sunlight passes through the atmosphere but the gases trap heat around the Earth like a blanket
traps heat. Without our atmosphere, it would be very cold.
What does the author mean by "like a blanket"?

2

(A)

The atmosphere is actively studied by scientists.

(B)

The atmosphere is beautifully made and colored.

(C)

The gases are effectively holding in warmth.

(D)

The gases are comfortably snuggling together.

Read the following selection from the section “Small Amounts of Nitrogen Are No Laughing Matter.”

Farmers use nitrogen fertilizer to help grow more crops of grass, corn, soybeans and apples,
says Wagner-Riddle. But the fertilizer also makes the bacteria in the ground make more nitrous
oxide, which then goes into the atmosphere.
Which phrase from the selection helps the reader to understand the meaning of "fertilizer"?

3

4

(A)

help grow

(B)

makes the bacteria

(C)

then goes

(D)

into the atmosphere

Is the author's point of view similar to Claudia Wagner-Riddle's point of view? How do you know?
(A)

Yes; The author and Wagner-Riddle agree that the effects of carbon dioxide are worse than nitrous
oxide.

(B)

Yes; The author quotes Wagner-Riddle to support the explanation of climate and the effects of nitrous
oxide.

(C)

No; The author and Wagner-Riddle disagree about whether people should stop eating beef or drinking
milk.

(D)

No; The author responds to Wagner-Riddle's statement about food waste and fertilizer with opposing
claims.

With which statement would the author MOST likely agree?
(A)

People should only use nitrous oxide when they need to go to the dentist.

(B)

People should stop driving cars and trucks that create carbon dioxide.

(C)

People need to pay attention to how their activities can affect Earth's atmosphere.

(D)

People need to learn how to grow better crops without using any fertilizer.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Wednesday

Wednesday, May 20, 2020
OPENING EXERCISE
!

Determine if the area formula A = bh is always correct. You may use a calculator, but be sure to record
"

your work on your paper as well. Figures are not drawn to scale.

Areas of Two Right Triangles

Area of Entire Triangle

S. 10

EXAMPLES
1. Examine the given triangle and expression.

Explain what each part of the expression represents according to the triangle.

!

2. Zaakir found the area of triangle by writing A = (11 in.) (4 in.), while Erin found the area by writing
!

!

"

"

"

A = (3 in.) (4 in.) + (8in.) (4 in.). Explain how each student approached the problem.

3. Calculate the area of the triangle below.

S. 11

PROBLEM SET – Wednesday, May 20, 2020
Calculate the area of each triangle below. Figures are not drawn to scale.

S. 12

World's biggest hornets, with a sting that can
kill, land in United States
By Associated Press, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.15.20
Word Count 439
Level 810L

Image 1. A giant hornet from Japan is displayed at the Washington State Department of Agriculture on May 4, 2020, in Olympia,
Washington. The insect, which has been found in Washington state, is the world's largest hornet and has been dubbed the "murder hornet"
because of its appetite for honey bees, and a sting that can be fatal to some people. Photo:Ted S. Warren/AP Photo

The world's largest hornet was spotted in the United States. It is 2 inches long. It normally lives in
Asia. But it has recently been found in Washington state.
These hornets like to kill honey bees. The hornet's sting is very powerful. It can even kill people,
but this is very rare. Scientists are calling the hornets a health hazard. They are making plans to
get rid of the hornets.
"They're like something out of a monster cartoon with this huge yellow-orange face," said Susan
Cobey. She is a beekeeper at Washington State University.
Scientists do not know how or where the hornets arrived in North America. Their usual homes are
the forests and mountains of eastern and southeast Asia. They feed on large insects, including
wasps and bees.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Can Sting Through Beekeeper Suits

In December 2019, people spotted the hornets for the first time in the U.S. They were seen twice
near Blaine, Washington, which is close to the Canadian border.
The hornet can sting through most beekeeper suits.
Its sting has nearly seven times the amount of venom
as a honey bee. Their stings contain a powerful
poison, and multiple stings can kill humans. The state
Department of Agriculture has ordered special
beekeeper suits with extra protection.
Attack Honey Bee Hives

In April, queen hornets come out hibernation. This is
a when an animal spends the winter in an inactive
state. The queen is the hornet that is the mother
to most of the hornets in the hive.
The hornets build their nests underground. They are
most destructive in the late summer and early fall.
They attack honey bee hives, killing adult honey bees
and eating the younger ones.
This is a problem, because farmers need honey bees. Honey bees are pollinators. This means that
they move pollen from one plant to another. This helps the plants reproduce, or create new plants.
Farmers depend on honey bees to help their crops, including apples, blueberries and cherries. The
giant hornets may be a threat to the honey bees and the crops.
Scientists say people need to learn how to recognize and identify the hornets so that they can
eradicate them. Scientists will begin trapping queen hornets this spring in Washington. But
ordinary people should not try to hunt or trap the hornets.
"If you get into them, run away, then call us!'' says one scientist.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz
1

Read the summary of the main ideas of the article.

Giant hornets have been spotted in the United States. The hornets have a powerful sting and kill
honey bees.
Which answer choice would complete the summary?

2

(A)

Scientists are trying to hunt and trap the hornets.

(B)

The hornets are about 2 inches long.

(C)

Scientists first spotted the hornets near Canada.

(D)

The hornets build their nests underground.

Read the following paragraph from the section "Attack Honey Bee Hives."

This is a problem, because farmers need honey bees. Honey bees are pollinators. This means
that they move pollen from one plant to another. This helps the plants reproduce, or create new
plants. Farmers depend on honey bees to help their crops, including apples, blueberries and
cherries. The giant hornets may be a threat to the honey bees and the crops.
HOW does this paragraph support the main idea of the article?

3

4

(A)

It describes how honeybees and hornets help plants.

(B)

It describes the way hornets can kill honeybees.

(C)

It explains which crops honeybees help most.

(D)

It explains why it is important to get rid of the hornets.

What is the relationship between a honey bee's sting and the hornet's sting?
(A)

A honey bee's sting can kill hornets, but the hornet's sting cannot kill honey bees.

(B)

A honey bee's sting contains venom, but the hornet's contains seven times as much.

(C)

A honey bee's sting can go through beekeeper suits, but the hornet's sting cannot.

(D)

A honey bee's sting contains pollen, but the hornet's sting contains venom.

What effect does the queen hornet have on the hive?
(A)

She tells the hornets in the hive when to sting or attack.

(B)

She kills many honey bees to feed the hornets in the hive.

(C)

She is the mother to most of the hornets and builds the hive.

(D)

She has more time to hibernate than the hornets in the hive.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Thursday

Thursday, May 21, 2020
OPENING EXERCISE
Calculate the area of the shape below. Figure not drawn to scale.

EXERCISE 1
Draw and label the height (also known as “altitude”) of each triangle below.

S. 13

EXERCISE 2
a. Calculate the area of each triangle. Figures are not drawn to scale.

S. 14

PROBLEM SET

S. 15

Astronomers find closest black hole to Earth,
hints of more
By Associated Press, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.14.20
Word Count 535
Level 890L

An illustration of the orbits of the objects in the HR 6819 triple system. The group is made up of an inner binary with one star, orbit in blue,
and a newly discovered black hole, orbit in red, as well as a third star in a wider orbit, blue. Illustration: L. Calçada/European Southern
Observatory via AP

European astronomers have found the closest black hole to Earth yet. Black holes are places in
space where there is a lot of matter in a very small space. Gravity, the force that pulls things
together, is so strong in a black hole that nothing, not even light, can escape.
The new black hole is so near that the two stars dancing around it can be seen by the naked eye. It
was found in the constellation Telescopium facing the Earth's Southern Hemisphere. A
constellation is a group of stars that form a pattern that we can see in the sky. Telescopium is to
the south of a more recognizable grouping of stars called the Sagittarius constellation.
New Black Hole Is Not Exactly ThisClose

Close means something different when talking about space. Objects in space are so far apart that
the distances in miles or kilometers are huge. To measure the distance we use a unit called a lightyear. That is how far light can travel in a year.
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Still, in terms of the universe, this new black hole is in our neighborhood. It is about 1,000 lightyears away. Each light-year is 5.9 trillion miles (9.5 trillion kilometers). The previous closest black
hole is probably about three times farther out at about 3,200 light-years away, said Thomas
Rivinius. He is an astronomer at the European Southern Observatory. He led the study that found
the black hole. It was published on May 6, 2020 in the journal Astronomy & Astrophysics.
The trouble is we can't see them because no light can escape. Usually, scientists can only spot them
when the black holes are gobbling up sections of a partner star or something is falling into them.
Astronomers think most black holes do not have anything close enough to swallow. That is how
they go undetected.
A Star's Warped Orbit

Astronomers found this black hole because they were looking at systems in space with two stars.
Our solar system has only one star, the sun. In this two-star system, called HR6819, the scientists
were looking at the way each star orbited, or traveled around each other. The orbit of one star was
warped. That meant that there was something with gravity pulling on it.
Using a telescope in Chile, in South America, astronomers confirmed that a black hole was pulling
on the inner star.
Like most of these types of black holes, this one is tiny. It might be 25 miles (40 kilometers) in
diameter. That's about the size of Washington, D.C., in the United States.
Are There More Black Holes To Be Found?

The stars around the black hole are young and hot compared with our 4.6-billion-year-old sun.
The two stars are maybe 140 million years old. They are three times hotter than the sun, about
26,000 degrees Fahrenheit (15,000 degrees Celsius), Rivinius said. The black hole formed about
15 million years ago when one star got too big and too hot. Then, it exploded, creating a black hole.
Astronomers theorize there are between 100 million and 1 billion of them out there in the Milky
Way galaxy, where our solar system lies.
If not in our neighborhood, maybe down the galactic block.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz
1

Read the section "New Black Hole Is Not Exactly ThisClose."
Select the sentence from the section that shows how far a light-year is.

2

(A)

To measure the distance we use a unit called a light-year.

(B)

It is about 1,000 light-years away.

(C)

Each light-year is 5.9 trillion miles (9.5 trillion kilometers).

(D)

The previous closest black hole is probably about three times farther out at about 3,200 light-years
away, said Thomas Rivinius.

Read the Introduction [paragraphs 1-2].
Which sentence from the section shows WHY black holes can destroy nearby objects?

3

4

(A)

Black holes are places in space where there is a lot of matter in a very small space.

(B)

Gravity, the force that pulls things together, is so strong in a black hole that nothing, not even light, can
escape.

(C)

The new black hole is so near that the two stars dancing around it can be seen by the naked eye.

(D)

Telescopium is to the south of a more recognizable grouping of stars called the Sagittarius constellation.

What is the relationship between matter and gravity?
(A)

The more matter something has, the weaker its gravity.

(B)

Matter and gravity are the same thing.

(C)

The more matter something has, the stronger its gravity.

(D)

Matter and gravity are not related.

What effect did the black hole have on the stars around it?
(A)

It destroyed the stars around it.

(B)

It caused the stars to move in an unexpected way.

(C)

It pushed the stars away from it.

(D)

It pulled matter from them that formed a new star.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

