6th Grade Distance Learning: Week of May 11th
Monday, 5/11
ELA

1.
2.

Watch Lesson 4 Part 1
Submit Google Form

Tuesday, 5/12
1.
2.

Watch Lesson 4 Part 2
Submit Google Form

Wednesday, 5/13
1.
2.

Listen to Ch. 6 & 7
Submit Google Form

*See the letter from Ms Crowley
explaining the instructions in more
detail.**
Math

1.
2.

Watch Lesson 5 Part 1
Submit Google Form

Submit your Google Form Book Log on
Friday after you read for 45 minutes!

Module 4 Lesson 11

Module 4 Lesson 12

Module 4 Lessons 26/27

Module 4 Lesson 33

Watch this video:
https://gm.greatminds.org/en-us/knowle
dge-for-grade-6-em-m4l11

Watch this video:
https://gm.greatminds.org/en-us/knowle
dge-for-grade-6-em-m4l12

Watch these videos:
https://gm.greatminds.org/kotg-em/kno
wledge-for-grade-6-em-m4-l26?hsLang
=en-us

Complete the Problem Set (pp. 48-52)
and email your answers to Ms. Hain at
jhain@pfpcs.org.

Complete the Problem Set (pp. 55-58)
and email your answers to Ms. Hain at
jhain@pfpcs.org.

Watch these videos:
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre
-algebra/pre-algebra-equations-express
ions/pre-algebra-greater-than-less-than
/v/inequalities-on-a-number-line

https://gm.greatminds.org/kotg-em/kno
wledge-for-grade-6-em-m4-l27?hsLang
=en-us
Complete the Problem Set (pp.
120-124) and email your answers to
Ms. Hain.

Social
Studies /
Science

Thursday, 5/14

Read “Stars team up for virtual
graduations during coronavirus
pandemic” and answer the questions
that follow.
Send your answers to Mr. Curtis
(ccurtis@pfpcs.org or Dojo).

Read “Seals with high-tech hats are
collecting climate data in the Antarctic”
and answer the questions that follow.
Send your answers to Mr. Curtis
(ccurtis@pfpcs.org or Dojo).

Read “Ramadan during the
coronavirus: Muslim doctors weigh
whether to fast” and answer the
questions that follow.
Send your answers to Mr. Curtis
(ccurtis@pfpcs.org or Dojo).

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre
-algebra/pre-algebra-equations-express
ions/pre-algebra-greater-than-less-than
/v/plotting-inequalities-on-a-number-line
Complete the Problem Set (pp.
166-170) and email your answers to
Ms. Hain.
Read “Called to order: Supreme Court
holds first arguments by phone” and
answer the questions that follow.
Send your answers to Mr. Curtis
(ccurtis@pfpcs.org or Dojo).
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Lesson 11: Factoring Expressions
Lesson 11: Factoring Expressions

OPENING EXERCISE
Classwork

a. Find the product of 4f ∙7g

Example 1

Classwork
a.

Use the model to answer the following questions.

a.

2×5

Example 1

2×3

the model to answer the following questions.
b. Use
Multiply
3de ∙ 9yz

5

2×5

5

How many fives are in the model?

5

3

5

3

2×3

3
3

c. Double the product of 6y and 3bc.
How many fives are in the model?
How many threes are in the model?

How many threes are in the model?
What does the expression represent in words?
What does the expression represent in words?

EXERCISE
1
What expression
could we write to represent the model?
What
couldinwe
write to represent
the model?
Rewrite
theexpression
expression
standard
form (use
the fewest number of symbols and characters possible).

b.a. Use
5 ∙the
y new model and the previous model to answer the next set of questions.
b.

+ 3of questions.
5 + 3to answer the next5set
Use the new model and the previous model

b. 7 ∙ d ∙ e
5

c. How
5 ∙ 2many
∙ 2 fives
∙ y ∙ are
z in the model?

5+3

5

3

5

3

5

5+3

3
3

How many fives are in the model?
How many threes are in the model?
How many threes are in the model?

Whatfollowing
does the expression
represent
in words? form.
Write the
expressions
in expanded

a. What
3g does the expression represent in words?

What expression could we write to represent the model?

What expression could we write to represent the model?

b. 11mp

Lesson 11:

c. 20yz

Factoring Expressions

Lesson
Factoring
Expressions
This
work11:
is derived from
Eureka Math
™ and licensed by Great Minds. ©2015 Great Minds. eureka-math.org
G6-M4-SE-1.3.0-07.2015
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S. 48

Find the product.
a. 5d ∙ 7g

b. 12ab ∙ 3cd

EXERCISE 2 What is the Greatest Common Factor of the following pairs of numbers?
a. 10 and 50

b. 5 and 35

c. 3 and 12

d. 8 and 20

S. 49

EXERCISE 3
1. Are these two models equivalent? How do you know?

a. What expression could we write to represent the model?

b. What expression could we write to represent the model?

2. How do you know these two models are equivalent? Write at least 2 expressions to represent these
models.

S. 50

EXERCISE 4
Use the Greatest Common Factor (GCF) and the distributive property to write equivalent expressions. Use a
model if that is helpful.
a. 3f + 3g

b. 6x + 9y

c. 3c + 11c

d. 24b + 8

S. 51

PROBLEM SET
1. Use models to prove that 3(a + b) = 3a + 3b

2. Use greatest common factor and the distributive property to write equivalent expressions in factored form
for the following expressions.
a. 4d + 12e

b. 18x + 30y

c. 21a + 28y

d. 24f + 56g

S. 52

Stars team up for virtual graduations during
coronavirus pandemic
By USA Today, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.07.20
Word Count 511
Level 850L

(From left) Awkwafina, Oprah Winfrey and Lil Nas X are among the stars teaming up to host virtual graduations for students whose
graduations have been canceled because of the coronavirus. Photos: Chris Pizzello, imageSPACE/MediaPunch /IPX, Jordan
Strauss/Invision/via AP

Across the United States, graduation ceremonies have been canceled or delayed. Plans have
changed because of the spread of coronavirus. However, celebrities are coming together to honor
the Class of 2020.
Coronavirus is a flu-like illness. It started in December 2019 and has been spreading across the
globe since then. There is no treatment yet, so health officials have been encouraging social
distancing. This means staying home and keeping a distance from other people. This is supposed
to help slow the spread of the virus.
One of the celebrities who will help graduates celebrate is Oprah Winfrey. She will speak at
a multi-hour graduation ceremony, which will be streamed live online on May 15. Facebook and
Instagram will host the ceremony.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Other celebrities joining in include actors and singers. Actress and rapper Awkwafina, actress
Jennifer Garner and rapper Lil Nas X will be a part of it. Olympic gold medal-winning gymnast
Simone Biles and other stars will offer words of inspiration. Miley Cyrus will perform her hit song
"The Climb."
The event, called "#Graduation2020: Facebook and Instagram Celebrate the Class of 2020," will
be on Facebook Watch and the Facebook App page. Clips from the ceremony will be shared on
Instagram, including the celebrities' Instagram pages.
Students Can Play A Role In The Ceremony

The social media giants aren't the only ones getting in on graduation. Her Campus is an online
magazine dedicated to college women. It is throwing a virtual commencement ceremony called
"#ImStillGraduating." The ceremony will have appearances from actress Eva Longoria, actor and
singer Jesse McCartney, singer Liam Payne and more. Payne was in the band One Direction.
The event is also occurring online on May 15. It promises to be "the best commencement ever," the
Her Campus website says.
Graduating students can apply to give a speech or performance at the ceremony. They can also
suggest classmates for these roles. There's also a way for students to create their own graduation
announcements online. They can send them to family and friends.
The Video Booth page gives another way for people to get involved. They can share videos of
themselves giving messages to graduating students.
Other big names are making appearances. They include Andrew Yang, a former presidential
candidate. Billie Jean King, a tennis star, also will appear. Joining them is Olympic gold medalist
Nastia Liukin, a gymnast. Also appearing are entertainer Margaret Cho and former Ohio Governor
John Kasich.
John Krasinski's Online Prom

These aren't the only ways celebrities are helping students who are missing out on school
traditions. On April 17, actor John Krasinski hosted an online prom. Singers Billie Eilish and the
Jonas Brothers performed.
The event took place on Krasinski's YouTube channel, Some Good News. He started the channel
after the coronavirus trouble began. On it, he highlights positive stories.
In the prom event, Eilish and her brother, Finneas O'Connell, performed their hit "Bad Guy."
Krasinski danced along in a tuxedo.
The Jonas Brothers also joined the virtual prom. Dressing up even in a quarantine, the brothers
performed their hit song "Sucker."

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz
1

Read the section "Students Can Play A Role In The Ceremony."
Which sentence from this section supports the conclusion that technology can help regular people support students?

2

(A)

It promises to be "the best commencement ever," the Her Campus website says.

(B)

There's also a way for students to create their own graduation announcements online.

(C)

They can share videos of themselves giving messages to graduating students.

(D)

Also appearing are entertainer Margaret Cho and former Ohio Governor John Kasich.

Read the introduction [paragraphs 1-5].
Which sentence from the section shows why graduation ceremonies have been canceled?

3

4

(A)

Across the United States, graduation ceremonies have been canceled or delayed.

(B)

There is no treatment yet, so health officials have been encouraging social distancing.

(C)

She will speak at a multi-hour graduation ceremony, which will be streamed live online on May 15.

(D)

Clips from the ceremony will be shared on Instagram, including the celebrities' Instagram pages.

What effect did coronavirus have on John Krasinski?
(A)

It made him want to share positive stories.

(B)

It caused him to cancel an online prom.

(C)

It made him want to play music with Billie Eilish.

(D)

It caused him to create an online graduation.

What caused "#Graduation2020: Facebook and Instagram Celebrate the Class of 2020"?
(A)

Miley Cyrus needed a place to perform her song "The Climb."

(B)

Health officials encouraged Facebook to create the event.

(C)

People shared clips of graduations on Instagram.

(D)

Celebrities wanted to honor students who were graduating.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Lesson 12: Distributing Expressions
OPENING EXERCISE (review from yesterday):
Lesson
Classwork 12: Distributing Expressions
Opening
Exercise
Apply
the
distributive property to write equivalent expressions.
a.

Create a model to show 2 × 5.

a. 7x + 7y
Classwork

Opening Exercise
a.b.

Create
modeltoto
show
Create aamodel
show
2 ×2 ×
, or5.2 .

b. 15g + 20h
b. Create a model to show 2 × , or 2 .
Example 1
Write an expression that is equivalent to 2( + ).

c. 55m + 11
Create a model to represent ( + ).

Example 1
Write an expression that is equivalent to 2( + ).

Create a model to represent ( + ).

The expression 2( + ) tells us that we have 2 of the ( + )’s. Create a model that shows 2 groups of ( + ).

EXAMPLE 1 Write an expression that is equivalent to 2(a + b).
Create models to represent both expressions.

How many ’s and how many ’s do you see in the diagram?

The expression 2( + ) tells us that we have 2 of the ( + )’s. Create a model that shows 2 groups of ( + ).

How many ’s and how many ’s do you see in the diagram?
Lesson 12:

Distributing Expressions

S.55
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arize how you would solve this question without the model.

mple 3
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EXAMPLE 2

Lesson
12: Distributing
Write an expression
in expanded formExpressions
that is equivalent to the model below.

an expression in expanded form that is equivalent to the model below.
4

+

5

Classwork
Opening Exercise

a. Create a model to show 2 × 5.
factored expression is represented in the model?

What factored expression is represented in the model?
b.

Create a model to show 2 × , or 2 .

an we rewrite this expression in expanded form?

How can we rewrite this expression in expanded form?
Example 1
Write an expression that is equivalent to 2( + ).
Lesson 12:

Distributing Expressions

S.57

Create
a model to represent ( + ).
EXERCISES
This work is derived from Eureka Math ™ and licensed by Great Minds. ©2015 Great Minds. eureka-math.org
G6-M4-SE-1.3.0-07.2015

1. Create a model for each expression below. Then, write another equivalent expression using the
distributive property.
a. 3(x + y)
The expression 2( + ) tells us that we have 2 of the ( + )’s. Create a model that shows 2 groups of ( + ).

How b.
many
’s and
4(2h
+ g)how many ’s do you see in the diagram?

S. 56
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2. Apply the distributive property to write equivalent expressions in expanded form. You may simplify if
you feel comfortable.

Lesson
a. 8(h 12:
+ 3) Distributing Expressions
Classwork
Opening Exercise
a.

Create a model to show 2 × 5.

b.

Create a model to show 2 × , or 2 .

b. 3(2h + 7)

Lesson 12
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c. 5(3x + 9y)
Example 1

Apply the distributive property to write equivalent expressions in expanded form.

Write3.an8(
expression
that is equivalent to 2( + ).
+ 3)

Create a model to represent ( + ).

d. 4(11h + 3g)

4.

3(2 + 7)

The expression 2( + ) tells us that we have 2 of the ( + )’s. Create a model that shows 2 groups of ( + ).
5.

5(3 + 9 )

e. a(9b + 13)

6.

4(11 + 3 )

How many ’s and how many ’s do you see in the diagram?

f.

7.

Use model below to write an equivalent expression in expanded form.

7

12

S. 57
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PROBLEM SET
1. Use the distributive property to write the following expression in expanded form. You may simplify if

Lesson
Distributing Expressions
you feel12:
comfortable.
a.

4(x + y)

b.

8(a + 3b)

d.

9(7a + 6b)

Classwork
Opening Exercise
a.

c.b.

Create a model to show 2 × 5.

Create
model to show 2 × , or 2 .
3(2x +a 11y)

Example 1
Write an expression that is equivalent to 2( + ).

Create a model to represent ( + ).

e.

c(3a + b)

f.

2(4p + 8)

The expression 2( + ) tells us that we have 2 of the ( + )’s. Create a model that shows 2 groups of ( + ).

2. Create a model to show that 2(2x + 3y) = 4x + 6y
How many ’s and how many ’s do you see in the diagram?

S. 58
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Seals with high-tech hats are collecting climate
data in the Antarctic
By Katherine J. Wu, Smithsonian, adapted by Newsela staff on 12.18.19
Word Count 622
Level MAX

Image 1. An elephant seal outfitted with specialized sensors that helped researchers track how heat moves through ocean currents. Photo
by: Etienne Pauthenet/Sorbonne University

Elephant seals in funny-looking hats are helping NASA study climate science.
The seals have been outfitted with specialized sensors. The sensors resemble lumpy metal
yarmulkes with antennae. The seals are collecting data that's helping researchers track how heat
moves through ocean currents. A paper was published the week of December 2 in Nature
Geosciences. In the paper, a team of climate scientists led by oceanographer Lia Siegelman used
this clever technique to track changes in temperature as the seals swam the icy waters of the
Antarctic.
Researchers enlisted the help of one particularly fearless female seal. She helped researchers
discover that heat stored at the ocean's depths can sometimes get swirled back up to the surface by
some deeply penetrating currents. Researchers have known that these currents can ferry heat
downward into the ocean's interior. However, the new findings suggest the reverse is true as well.
This causes a process that can warm the sea's topmost layers as well.
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

This might sound inconsequential. However, Siegelman thinks it's important to incorporate this
new information into existing climate models. Oceans serve as a sink for the atmosphere's heat.
This means the cooler their surfaces are, the more energy they can absorb. With heat rising up
from below, though, the world's waters might be less equipped to offset rising temperatures than
scientists once thought, Siegelman explained.
What this means in the long term is unclear. As Sarah Zielinski reported for Smithsonian.com in
2014, climate change is reshuffling how ocean waters in the Antarctic move and mix. What
happens in the Antarctic doesn't stay in the Antarctic. Shifts in the water cycle at our planet's
South Pole have reverberating effects on climate and weather throughout the rest of the globe.
Before the seals' help, scientists had a pretty limited
view of what went on beneath the surface of the
Southern Ocean. Here, temperatures can plunge
below 30 degrees Fahrenheit. Thick sheets of sea ice
block instruments from collecting data. It is a difficult
environment for underwater science field work.
None of that troubles southern elephant seals. They
spend nine to 10 months of each year at sea. They
swim thousands of miles and dive up to half a mile
beneath the ocean's surface, usually about 80 times a
day. "Even when they sleep, they dive," Siegelman said earlier this year. "They float down like a
leaf."
To capitalize on the seals' wanderlust, Siegelman and her colleagues tagged a female elephant seal
on the Kerguelen Islands. They glued a sensor to her head. Don't be alarmed: The researchers
remove the tags on the seals' next visit ashore. If not for that, they're sloughed off with dead skin
during molting season.
With the high-tech hat atop her head, the seal embarked on her post-breeding swim in October
2014. For the next three months, the researchers followed her 3,000-mile journey. During this
journey, she dived 6,333 times, Meghan Bartels reported for Space.com.
Combined with satellite images, the wealth of data the seal recovered gave Siegelman and her
team a clearer picture than they'd ever been afforded before. It's probably safe to say that the
significance of this was lost on the seal.
From the human perspective, it is clear seals are filling in some massive gaps in knowledge, Guy
Williams said in 2016. Williams is a polar oceanographer at the University of Tasmania. He's
conducting his own temperature studies with seals and walruses.
"The [seals] have gone to areas where we've never had an observation before," Williams said.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz
1

2

3

4

Which sentence from the article BEST introduces the purpose of the NASA climate study?
(A)

Elephant seals in funny-looking hats are helping NASA study climate science.

(B)

The seals have been outfitted with specialized sensors.

(C)

The sensors resemble lumpy metal yarmulkes with antennae.

(D)

The seals are collecting data that's helping researchers track how heat moves through ocean currents.

Which answer choice accurately characterizes Guy Williams's reaction to using seals to gather information underwater?
(A)

He thinks walruses and seals should dive together to collect the most comprehensive temperature
information.

(B)

He thinks researchers should take care to avoid putting any animals in harm's way during their
information-gathering journeys.

(C)

He thinks the seals are providing very useful information about the ocean that people otherwise would
not have access to.

(D)

He thinks it is an interesting approach, but satellite images are more likely to provide useful information.

When did scientists track the movements of a female elephant seal? How do you know?
(A)

In 2019; "The seals are collecting data that's helping researchers track how heat moves through ocean
currents. A paper was published the week of December 2 in Nature Geosciences."

(B)

In 2014; "As Sarah Zielinski reported for Smithsonian.com in 2014, climate change is reshuffling how
ocean waters in the Antarctic move and mix. "

(C)

In 2014; "With the high-tech hat atop her head, the seal embarked on her post-breeding swim in
October 2014. For the next three months, the researchers followed her 3,000-mile journey."

(D)

In 2016.; "From the human perspective, it is clear seals are filling in some massive gaps in knowledge,
Guy Williams said in 2016."

Select the paragraph from the article that shows the results of NASA's climate study.
(A)

The seals have been outfitted with specialized sensors. The sensors resemble lumpy metal yarmulkes
with antennae. The seals are collecting data that's helping researchers track how heat moves through
ocean currents. A paper was published the week of December 2 in Nature Geosciences. In the paper, a
team of climate scientists led by oceanographer Lia Siegelman used this clever technique to track
changes in temperature as the seals swam the icy waters of the Antarctic.

(B)

Researchers enlisted the help of one particularly fearless female seal. She helped researchers discover
that heat stored at the ocean's depths can sometimes get swirled back up to the surface by some
deeply penetrating currents. Researchers have known that these currents can ferry heat downward into
the ocean's interior. However, the new findings suggest the reverse is true as well. This causes a
process that can warm the sea's topmost layers as well.

(C)

To capitalize on the seals' wanderlust, Siegelman and her colleagues tagged a female elephant seal on
the Kerguelen Islands. They glued a sensor to her head. Don't be alarmed: The researchers remove the
tags on the seals' next visit ashore. If not for that, they're sloughed off with dead skin during molting
season.

(D)

With the high-tech hat atop her head, the seal embarked on her post-breeding swim in October 2014.
For the next three months, the researchers followed her 3,000-mile journey. During this journey, she
dived 6,333 times, Meghan Bartels reported for Space.com.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Wednesday

OPENING EXERCISE
a+2=8

EXAMPLE 1
Solve each equations. Use both tape diagrams and algebraic methods for each problem. Use substitution to
check your answers.
a.

b + 9 = 15

b.

12 = 8 + c

c.

d–5=7

d.

e + 12 = 20

S. 120

EXERCISES
1. Find the solution to the equation below. Check your answer.
m – 7 = 17

Lesson 26
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2. Find the solution to the equation below. Check your answer.
n + 14 = 25

m Set
the solution to the equation below using tape diagrams. Check your answer.
7 = 17

3. Find the solution to the equation below. Check your answer.
8 + p = 18
the solution of the equation below algebraically.
Check your answer.
+ 14 = 25
the solution of the equation below using tape diagrams. Check your answer.
+ 8 = 18

4. Find the solution to the equation below. Check your answer.
the solution to the equation algebraically. Check your answer.

g – 62 = 62
14 = 14
the solution to the equation using the method of your choice. Check your answer.
+ 108 = 243

5. Identify the mistake in the problem below. Then, correct the mistake.

tify the mistake in the problem below. Then, correct the mistake.
21 = 34
21

21 = 34

21

= 13

tify the mistake in the problem below. Then, correct the mistake.
+ 18 = 22
+ 18

18 = 22 + 18

S. 121
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Lesson 27: One-Step Equations—Multiplication and Division
Lesson 27: One-Step Equations—Multiplication and Division

EXAMPLE 2
Classwork

Solve
3z =19 using tape diagrams and algebraically. Then, check your answer.
Example
Classwork
First, draw two diagrams, one to represent each side of the equation.
Example
Solve
3 =19 using tape diagrams and algebraically. Then, check your answer.

First,
tapetape
diagrams,
oneand
to represent
eachThen,
side of
the equation.
Solve draw
3 = two
9 using
diagrams
algebraically.
check
your answer.
First, draw two tape diagrams, one to represent each side of the equation.

If 9 had to be split into three groups, how big would each group be?
If 9 had to be split into three groups, how big would each group be?

Demonstrate the value of using tape diagrams.

EXAMPLE 3

Demonstrate the value of using tape diagrams.
!

Solve " = 2 using tape diagrams and algebraically. Then, check your answer.
First, draw two tape diagrams, one to represent each side of the equation.

How can we demonstrate this algebraically?
How can we demonstrate this algebraically?

Lesson 27:

One-Step Equations—Multiplication and Division

S.126

Lesson 27:

One-Step Equations—Multiplication and Division
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EXERCISES
Exercises

Solve
following
problem
using
tape diagrams
1.1. Use
tapethe
diagrams
to solve
the following
problem:
3 = 21.or

algebra.

2. Solve the following problem using tape diagrams or algebra.
2.

Solve the following problem algebraically: 15 =

5

15 =

!
"

.

3. Solve the following problem using tape diagrams or algebra.
3.

3m = 21

4p = 36.

Calculate the solution of the equation using the method of your choice: 4 = 36.

Lesson 27

A STORY OF RATIOS
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4. Examine the tape diagram below and write an equation it represents. Then, calculate the solution to
the equation using the method of your choice.
4.

Examine the tape diagram below, and write an equation it represents. Then, calculate the solution to the equation
using the method of your choice.
70

S. 123
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21

21 = 34

21

= 13

Lesson 27
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mistake in the problem below. Then, correct the mistake.
STORY the
OF RATIOS

6

+ 18 = 22
+ 18

PROBLEM SET

18 = 22 + 18
= 40

1. Lesson
Match the27:
equation
with the correct
solution on the right.
One-Step
Equations—Multiplication
8.

and Division

Match the equation with the correct solution on the right.

Classwork

+ 10 = 22

= 10

15 = 5

= 20

Example 1
18 = 14
= 12
Solve 3 = 9 using tape diagrams and algebraically. Then, check your answer.
+ 5 = 15one to represent each side of the equation. = 32
First, draw two tape diagrams,

2. Use tape diagrams or algebra to calculate the solution of 30 = 5w. Then, check your answer.
Lesson 26:

One-Step Equations—Addition and Subtraction

S.125

This work is derived from Eureka Math ™ and licensed by Great Minds. ©2015 Great Minds. eureka-math.org
G6-M4-SE-1.3.0-07.2015

If 9 had to be split into three groups, how big would each group be?

3.

#

Solve 12 = .
$

Demonstrate the value of

using tape diagrams.

4. How
When
solving
equations
algebraically, Meghan and Meredith each got a different solution. Who is
can we
demonstrate
this algebraically?
correct? Why did the other person not get the correct answer?

Lesson 27:

One-Step Equations—Multiplication and Division
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Ramadan during the coronavirus: Muslim
doctors weigh whether to fast
By Al Jazeera, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.05.20
Word Count 705
Level 890L

Image 1. Ahmed Hozain works 15-hour shifts caring for coronavirus patients in the intensive care unit of a Brooklyn hospital in New York.
Hozain must figure out if he is able to safely fast during the holy month of Ramadan amid the exhaustion of fighting the pandemic. Photo:
Ahmed Hozain

Muslims worldwide have been thinking about how to handle their religious practices in a very
different world during the holy month of Ramadan. During Ramadan, Muslims do not eat or drink
from sunrise to sunset. The try to increase good deeds and focus more on their spirituality. The
coronavirus outbreak has changed things.
On April 24, Ahmed Hozain planned to begin the first day of Ramadan fasting.
Hozain questioned whether he will complete his usual fasting. As a resident, or doctor in training,
he cares for coronavirus patients at a Brooklyn, New York, hospital. The virus has been spreading
around the world since December 2019.
During the day, he plans to avoid eating, drinking, chewing gum and taking medicine.
The Goal Is To See It Through
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Hozain has been fasting since he was 10 years old, and although some days are harder than others,
he generally feels good. He is a bit sharper mentally. He does not worry about feeling tired after a
big meal. Even in his first years of practicing medicine, when he had to work longer hours, he
never broke early and ate before sunset.
However, as he fights this virus outbreak, he wonders whether that will still be the case.
"The goal is to go through it like I've always done," he
said. "But, I'm not opposed to breaking it if I need to."
Ramadan Traditions Have Been Disrupted

In March, the National Muslim Task Force urged
Muslims in the United States to follow rules to slow
the spread of the disease. Those include staying at
home and avoiding crowds. The task force also asked
that people stop praying in groups. There are more
than 3.4 million Muslims in the United States.
Mosques in many places have been closed for weeks.
"I do not know of a single mosque in America that remains open for business right now," said
Edward Ahmed Mitchell. He leads the Council of American-Islamic Relations. It is a civil rights
group.
The closings have disrupted the traditions surrounding Ramadan. Muslims typically break their
fast together as a community.
However, the religion of Islam can adjust to the stay-at-home orders. Ramadan does not require
Muslims to pray inside a mosque.
"Fasting Is Uncomfortable"

Staying at home, many Muslims control their schedules in a way that is normally impossible
during the holy month. However, the opposite is true for thousands of doctors, nurses and other
workers in the United States on the frontlines of fighting the coronavirus. They are overworked.
"You're engaged the whole day," Hozain said. His patients might have trouble breathing. They
need medical equipment to help them breathe.
Hozain could delay his fast. The Quran, the holy book for Muslims, allows him to make up the days
later.
Islam teaches that protecting human life comes first, Mitchell said. "So there are exceptions to
almost every religious rule."
However, leaders do not agree about how exceptions should be applied. "Fasting is
uncomfortable," said Kassem Allie, who works for the Islamic Center of America, in Dearborn,
Michigan, "but you can't just say, 'I don't feel well. I'm not going to fast.'"
Use Your Best Judgment

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Others see the decision as more of a personal choice, like Adam Stadheim, an assistant imam at
the University of Montana. He compares it to how you are permitted to sit during prayers if
standing causes you pain. "How do you decide what's too painful?" he asks. "Enough that it
distracts you, so there is a level of subjectivity in determining if you feel too sick."
Doctor Mobeen Rathore is a disease specialist in Florida. His models predict the coronavirus will
peak around the second week of Ramadan in the Jacksonville area, but he said he will fast.
Hozain said he has wondered if he is able to judge himself fairly on his ability to work.
However, he trusts other doctors to help him decide. Also, after more than 20 years of observing
Ramadan, he trusts himself. "You know yourself," he said, "and you know how hard you work, and
you know how sharp you need to be."

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz
1

Read the section "Fasting Is Uncomfortable."
Select the detail from the section that shows Muslims might choose to complete their Ramadan fast at another time.

2

(A)

Staying at home, many Muslims control their schedules in a way that is normally impossible during the
holy month.

(B)

His patients might have trouble breathing. They need medical equipment to help them breathe.

(C)

The Quran, the holy book for Muslims, allows him to make up the days later.

(D)

Islam teaches that protecting human life comes first, Mitchell said. "So there are exceptions to almost
every religious rule."

Read the section "Ramadan Traditions Have Been Disrupted."
Which sentence from the section shows WHY the coronavirus has disrupted Ramadan traditions?

3

4

(A)

There are more than 3.4 million Muslims in the United States.

(B)

He leads the Council of American-Islamic Relations.

(C)

Muslims typically break their fast together as a community.

(D)

However, the religion of Islam can adjust to the stay-at-home orders.

WHY did Ahmed Hozain feel uncertain after starting his Ramadan fasting this year?
(A)

He was not sure he would be able to fast and treat coronavirus patients at the same time.

(B)

His friends and family told him he should not fast because his job was too important.

(C)

He felt confused about fasting because many Muslim doctors were choosing not to.

(D)

His mosque leader said he should continue fasting even if he became infected with the coronavirus.

What is the relationship between Kassem Allie's and Adam Stadheim's opinions about fasting?
(A)

They agree that fasting should be a personal choice during Ramadan.

(B)

They disagree that fasting should be a personal choice during Ramadan.

(C)

They agree that Muslims infected with the coronavirus should continue fasting.

(D)

They disagree that Muslims infected with the coronavirus should continue fasting.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Lesson
33: From Equations to Inequalities
Classwork

Classwork EXERCISE
OPENING

Example
Example
1 1

What
value could the variable represent for the equation or inequality to result in a true number sentence?
Classwork

What
value(s)
doesdoes
the variable
have to represent
the equation
or the
inequality
to result
a true number
What
value(s)
the variable
have toforrepresent
for
equation
orininequality
tosentence?
result in a true number sentence?
What
value(s)
does
the
variable
have
to
represent
for
the
equation
or
inequality
to
result
in
a
false
number
sentence?
Example 1

What value(s) does the variable have to represent for the equation or inequality to result in a false number sentence?

a.
+ 6 = 16
What value(s) does the variable have to represent for the equation or inequality to result in a true number sentence?
a.
+ 6 = 16
What value(s) does the variable have to represent for the equation or inequality to result in a false number sentence?

a.

+ 6 = 16

b.

+ 6 > 16

6>
b. b. + 6 +
> 16
c.

+6

16

c.

+6

16

+6

c.
d.

3 = 15

d.

3 = 15

e. d. 3 3
< 15=

e.

3 < 15

f.

3

16

15

15

3 < 15

e.
3

f.

16

15
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EXAMPLE 1
1. Write each inequality or equation in words.
a) ! > 7

b) $ ≥ 3

c) ' < 2.5

!

d) , ≤ "

e) . = 0.01

EXAMPLE 2 Khan Academy Video

x<4

S. 167

EXAMPLE 3 Khan Academy Notes. Pay attention to when the “circle” is open and closed.

EXERCISES
1. Graph the solution of each inequality on the number lines below. Then give 3 examples of numbers that
are solutions to each inequality.

#<5

3 examples of solutions: ________ _________ __________

#≥5

3 examples of solutions: ________ _________ __________
S. 168

2. Write an inequality for each graph below using the variable 2:

Inequality: ________________________

3 examples of solutions: ________ _________ __________

Inequality: ________________________

3 examples of solutions: ________ _________ __________

3. Graph the inequality that models this situation:
The high temperature today was less than 30 degrees.

S. 169

PROBLEM SET
Graph the solution set for each inequality below. Then give 3 examples of numbers that are solutions to each
inequality.

a) ! > 8

3 examples of solutions: ________ _________ __________

b) ℎ ≤ 1

3 examples of solutions: ________ _________ __________

c) 5 ≥ 14

3 examples of solutions: ________ _________ __________

d) , < 20

3 examples of solutions: ________ _________ __________
S. 170

Called to order: Supreme Court holds first
arguments by phone
By Associated Press, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.06.20
Word Count 725
Level 850L

The empty courtroom at the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, D.C. For the first time ever, the court's arguments were heard live by
telephone on May 4, 2020, because of the coronavirus pandemic. Photo: J. Scott Applewhite/AP Photo

The morning of May 4 was a morning of firsts for the Supreme Court in Washington, D.C. It was
the first time audio of the court's arguments was heard live by the world. It was also the first time
lawyers and justices did not appear in a courtroom together. Instead, everyone spoke by
telephone.
The changes are a result of the coronavirus pandemic. The spread of coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19)
has made holding courtroom sessions unsafe. This is especially true because six of the nine justices
are 65 or older. People who are older or have preexisting health conditions are at higher risk of
getting seriously sick from the virus.
Historic Session

The historic session began at the usual time of 10 a.m. Eastern Time. Marshal Pamela Talkin first
called the court to order. Then, Chief Justice John Roberts announced the day's case.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Arguments were scheduled to last an hour, as they normally would. They ended up running 17
minutes over, but without serious problems. The justices asked roughly two questions apiece at a
time, and Roberts occasionally stepped in to keep things moving.
There was one small surprise: Justice Clarence Thomas asked questions for the first time in more
than a year.
Several justices said "good morning" to the lawyers, something not often heard in the courtroom.
The justices also did not interrupt each other, as they often do in court. Instead, they took turns
asking questions.
Normally, the court's plaza would be crowded on the morning of an argument. On May 4 it was
deserted. It has been that way since the building was closed to the public in mid-March because of
the virus outbreak. Two months of arguments were delayed before the court decided to hear 10
cases over six days in May.
An Experiment

The experiment could lead the court to livestream its arguments from now on, even after the virus
is gone. Or it could just be an unusual exception. The court has long resisted having its cases
streamed or broadcast.
Some major cases will be heard over the next two weeks. One centers on President Donald
Trump's effort to shield his tax records. Another concerns presidential electors. After a general
election is held, electors from each state vote in the Electoral College to determine who becomes
president of the United States.
Each state has a certain number of votes in the Electoral College, depending on the size of its
population. For example, Wyoming has 585,000 people. It gets three votes. California has
39,000,000 people. It gets 55 votes. The candidate who gets 270 electoral votes wins the
presidency. In almost every state, a candidate who wins 50.1 percent of the popular vote is
awarded 100 percent of its electoral votes.
The upcoming case will decide if electors have to cast their Electoral College ballots for the
candidate who wins the popular vote in their state.
The court chose a less important case for its first attempt at remote arguments, however. That case
addresses the question of whether the travel website Booking.com can trademark its name,
meaning the company would own the phrase as property. Booking.com could file a lawsuit against
any other business that tried to use it. The lawyers on both sides are well known to the justices.
Both are experienced in arguing before the nation's highest court.
Justice Department lawyer Erica Ross was first up. She last argued at the court in late February.
She delivered this Supreme Court argument from a room at the Justice Department.
She was followed by Lisa Blatt, a onetime government lawyer. Blatt was at her Washington-area
home. She is known for her colorful writing and speaking style, and for being able to argue
effectively with the justices.
Blatt represented Booking.com. She got Justice Sonia Sotomayor to laugh out loud when she told
Sotomayor, "It looks like we would have lost if you were the trial judge."
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Each lawyer got two uninterrupted minutes to make an opening statement. Roberts then kicked
off the questioning. After that, the justices asked questions in order of seniority. Those justices
who have served the longest went first. Justice Brett Kavanaugh, who joined the court in 2018,
went last.
The session ended as it always does in the courtroom. Roberts said, "The case is submitted."
Talkin followed: "Court is now adjourned until tomorrow at 10 o'clock."

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz
1

Read the selection from the section "Historic Session."

Arguments were scheduled to last an hour, as they normally would. They ended up running 17
minutes over, but without serious problems.
Which answer choice uses the word "running" in the SAME way as the sentence above?

2

(A)

Her favorite way to exercise is running along a path at the lake.

(B)

That old car seems to be running better since it was repaired.

(C)

They decided to stop for lunch after running errands all morning.

(D)

The soccer practice was running right on time until it started to rain.

Read the paragraph from the section "An Experiment."

The experiment could lead the court to livestream its arguments from now on, even after the virus
is gone. Or it could just be an unusual exception. The court has long resisted having its cases
streamed or broadcast.
What is the meaning of the word "exception" as it is used in the paragraph?

3

4

(A)

something that rarely happens

(B)

something that everyone likes

(C)

something that has been left out

(D)

something that is very confusing

The section "Historic Session" is MOSTLY organized using compare and contrast structure. Why do you think the author chose
to organize the information this way?
(A)

to explain what caused the Supreme Court to change the way it held its session

(B)

to outline the time that it took for each of the justices to ask questions

(C)

to show how the Supreme Court's remote session was different from its usual ones

(D)

to highlight how the justices reacted to surprise questions from one another

If the section "An Experiment" were organized using chronological order, which selection would come FIRST?
(A)

Some major cases will be heard over the next two weeks. One centers on President Donald Trump's
effort to shield his tax records.

(B)

Each state has a certain number of votes in the Electoral College, depending on the size of its
population.

(C)

She got Justice Sonia Sotomayor to laugh out loud when she told Sotomayor, "It looks like we would
have lost if you were the trial judge."

(D)

Each lawyer got two uninterrupted minutes to make an opening statement. Roberts then kicked off the
questioning.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

