Hi 6th Graders!
I hope you are all doing well and staying safe at home. I miss you all so very
much! Had I known that last Thursday would be our last time together for a while,
I would have sent you home with your Blood on the River books. I am searching
for ways to upload a digital copy of the book, but in the meantime, you can listen
to Blood on the River as a read aloud on YouTube if you are interested. Here is the
link to the YouTube channel where you can select which chapter you want to listen
to: https://www.youtube.com/user/mls52290/videos
Attached is an ELA practice packet for the week of March 23-March 27. You
should be able to complete this work on your own, but if you need guidance or
have questions, please feel free to reach out on Dojo or to email me at
bcrowley@pfpcs.org.
I encourage you to get your hands on a book, a comic book, a magazine, a
newspaper, or ANYTHING that will have you reading during your time at home.
Read independently, read to a sibling, read aloud to yourself in the mirror. Just
READ! It’s the best thing you can do to maintain and improve your
comprehension skills.
Here are some links to where you can find books online:
- The International Children’s Digital Library: en.childrenslibrary.org
- Unite for Literacy: uniteforliteracy.com
- Storyjumper: www.storyjumper.com/book/search
- Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.org
- Gismo Freeware: www.techsupportalert.com/free-ebooks-audio-books-readonline-download.htm
- Amazon and Barnes and Noble: search Free Kindle books
at www.amazon.com or Free Ebooks at www.barnesandnoble.com.
Much love,
Ms. Crowley

Section 1 Activities

Lesson 9

Varying Sentence Patterns
Introduction
Good writers use a variety of sentence types. They mix short and long
sentences, and they find different ways to start sentences. Here are ways to improve your writing:
Use different sentence types: statements, questions, imperatives, and exclamations.
Use different sentence structures: simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex.
Sometimes begin a sentence with a prepositional phrase or a dependent clause.
Draft
We went on an impressive field trip. We went to the science museum.
The building was huge. It had many exhibits. I especially liked the laser exhibit.
You should make sure to visit the museum.
Revision
Our field trip to the science museum really impressed me. The building
itself was huge, and it was filled with exhibits. Do you dream of seeing actual
lasers? At some point, then, be sure to visit the museum. You won’t be sorry!

Guided Practice
Hint
When a sentence
begins with a
dependent clause,
use a comma to
separate it from the
main clause. When a
sentence begins with
a prepositional phrase,
usually use a comma
after the phrase.

Follow the directions to rewrite each sentence or pair of sentences.
1 Change this sentence to a question: It is fun to learn about

insect colonies.

2 Use the word when to combine these sentences: I looked at the

museum map. I noticed a new insect exhibit.

3 Combine these sentences so that the new sentence begins

with a prepositional phrase: It was near the entrance to the
exhibit. The first thing I saw was a giant grasshopper.

Independent Practice
Read the paragraphs for numbers 1–4. Then answer the
questions that follow in each column.

(1) Many of the insects were robots.
(2) I almost thought they were real.
(3) They moved like real insects. (4) They
were much larger than real insects.

1

Which is the best way to revise
sentence 1?

A

For me, the insects were robots.

B

When looking, many of the
insects were robots.

C
D

2

3

Surprised, many of the insects
were robots.

Which best combines sentences 3
and 4?
They moved like real insects, or
they were much larger.

B

They moved like real insects, so
they were much larger.

C
D

They moved like real insects, but
they were much larger.
They moved like real insects,
because they were much larger.

4

(5) The tour guide told us that the
robots show insect behavior. (6) A wolf
spider seemed to rush toward me.
(7) I was scared. (8) I remembered it was
a robot spider.

To my surprise, many of the
insects were robots.

A

Answer Form
1 A B C D
2 A B C D
3 A B C D Number
4 A B C D Correct

4

Which is the best way to revise
sentence 6?

A

After a long time, a wolf spider
seemed to rush toward me.

B

At that moment, a wolf spider
seemed to rush toward me.

C

After the trip, a wolf spider
seemed to rush toward me.

D

Along with others, a wolf spider
seemed to rush toward me.

Which is the best way to combine
sentences 7 and 8?

A

Remembering it was a robot
spider, I was scared.

B

I looked scared, but the robot
looked like a spider.

C

I was scared until I remembered
it was a robot spider.

D

I was scared when I remembered
it was a robot spider.

Lesson 11

Using Context Clues
Introduction
When you come across a word you do not know in your reading, look
for clues. Context clues are words and phrases in the text that give hints to a word’s meaning.
Context Clue

Signal Words

Example
Larger animals often treat smaller animals as
prey, or something to be killed and eaten.

Definition

are, is, means, or

Example

like, such as, for
example

Cause and Effect

as a result of, because, Because many animals eat rabbits, the
and thanks to
number of wild rabbits has decreased.

Comparison and
Contrast

like, too, similarly, but, Although wolves eat both plants and
animals, hawks are completely carnivorous.
unlike, although

Predators, such as hawks, wolves, and
coyotes, hunt rabbits.

A word’s position and function in the sentence can also be a clue to its meaning. For
example, read the sentence below:
Brown bears are solitary animals and are often found alone.
You can tell that solitary is an adjective in this sentence. The adjective describes the bears.
Then the word solitary is defined in the sentence. Since the bears are often found alone, this
gives a good clue to what the word solitary means.

Read the paragraph below. Circle context clues to help you figure out
Guided Practice
the meaning of the underlined words. Then tell a partner the meaning of the underlined words.

Hint
Think about the
different types of
context clues. Look for
words that signal
examples, cause and
effect, and contrasts.
Then use the clues to
help you figure out the
meanings of the
underlined words.

Marsupials are mammals that carry their young in pouches.
The American opossum is a marsupial. Thanks to its defense
mechanisms, the opossum keeps itself safe from predators. When
threatened, it hisses, growls, and bites. If this doesn’t work, the
opossum reacts in an unusual way. Although many animals move
quickly to escape danger, the opossum collapses and pretends to
be dead. This is an unconscious response to stress that is similar to
jerking your hand away from a hot object before thinking.

Independent Practice
Read the paragraph. Then answer the questions that follow
for numbers 1–4.

Answer Form
1 A B C D
2 A B C D
3 A B C D Number
4 A B C D Correct

4

Pangolins have a physical resemblance, or likeness, to an armadillo, with claws and
armored bodies. When attacked, pangolins thwart combat by rolling into a hard ball and
hiding. Like bats and other animals that sleep all day, pangolins are nocturnal. Because
they lack teeth, eating tiny stones with their food is critical for digestion.

1

2

Which phrase from the paragraph
best helps you understand the
meaning of the word resemblance?

A

have a physical

B

or likeness

C

with claws

D

armored bodies

What does the phrase thwart combat
mean in the paragraph?

A

get attacked

B

attack others

C

avoid a fight

D

start a fight

3

4

What does the word nocturnal
suggest about the pangolins?

A

They roll into hard balls.

B

They are awake at night.

C

They are like all other animals.

D

They lack teeth.

What does the word critical mean
in the paragraph?

A

safe

B

possible

C

necessary

D

imaginable

Lesson 12

Greek and Latin Word Parts
Introduction
Many English words have Greek and Latin roots and affixes. By
becoming familiar with them, you will be able to unlock the meaning of many words.
Roots are word parts that have meanings but usually cannot stand alone. Sometimes roots
combine with other roots to form words, such as audiovisual.
Root
aud
cycle
therm

Meaning
“hear”
“circle, wheel”
“heat”

Root
mot, mov
vis, vid
meter

Meaning
“move”
“see”
“measure”

Affixes, such as prefixes and suffixes, can also be added to roots to form words, such
as interject.
Prefix
unibitri-

Meaning
“one”
“two”
“three”

Suffix
-ance, -ence
-ion, -al
-or

Meaning
“state of”
“action, process”
“state” or “quality of”

Circle the roots in the underlined words. Write the meaning of each
Guided Practice
root. Then tell a partner the meaning of the underlined words.

Hint
A suffix adds meaning
to a root or word.
Suffixes often give
clues that indicate
part of speech (noun,
adjective, etc.). The
suffix -ence usually
signals a noun; the
suffix -al usually signals
an adjective.

1 Inez sat in the audience at a cooking show.

2 The motor of the cake mixer broke. The chef needed help.

3 He made a hand motion for Inez to come up on stage.

4 As he worked, she kept an eye on the oven thermometer.

5 Because she had great vision, this was an easy task.

Independent Practice
For items 1–4, read each sentence. Then answer the question.

1

”Watch how I extend the dough with
my hands,” said the chef.
The prefix ex- means “out,” and the
root tend means “stretch.” What
does the word extend mean in the
sentence?

2

A

pull it in different directions

B

form it into small balls

C

loosen it with water

D

cut it into small pieces

3

A

half portion

B

cost

C

same measure

D

double the amount

Number
Number
Correct
Correct

4
5

“Are my directions audible?” asked
the chef.
The root aud means “hear,” and
the suffix -ible means “able.” What
does the word audible mean in the
sentence?

“Next, I add the equivalent of a
teaspoon of spice,” explained the
chef.
The prefix equi- means “equal,” and
the root vale means “worth.” What
does the word equivalent mean in
the sentence?

Answer Form
Answer Form
1 A B C D
1 A B C D
2 A B C D
2 A B C D
3 A B C D
3 A B C D
4 A B C D
4 A B C D
5 A B C D

4

A

necessary

B

too complicated

C

realistic

D

loud enough

Inez told the chef she was grateful
for the cooking lesson.
The root grat means “pleasing,”
and the suffix -ful means “having
or giving.” What does the word
grateful mean in the sentence?

A

eager

B

thankful

C

greatly impatient

D

responsible

Lesson 3

Part 1: Introduction

Citing Evidence to Make Inferences
Theme: Mysterious Creatures

Writers don’t always tell you exactly what’s on their minds. Sometimes you need to make
a reasonable guess about what the writer thinks. A reasonable guess, which is based on
both evidence and your prior knowledge of a topic, is called an inference.
The passage below is about a creature known as the giant squid. You will read it twice.
For many years, both sailors and scientists suspected that a creature they called
the giant squid lived in the ocean depths. Over the years, the evidence mounted,
and in 2012 came solid proof: They filmed giant squids swimming in the ocean.
Before the 2012 video, nobody had answers to several significant questions
about giant squids. How did they act in the wild? Were they hunters? Or did they
just float in the water, eating what came their way? What purpose did their huge
eyes serve? Thanks to the video, we have some answers. We know that the squid
is a hunter that uses its large eyes to spot prey and avoid being eaten. But many
fascinating mysteries about the creature still need solving. Will this important
research continue?
Read the passage again. This time, underline any evidence suggesting whether the
writer feels scientists should keep researching the giant squid.
So, does the writer think that scientists should keep researching the giant squid? You can
use evidence from the text to make and support an inference about what she thinks.
Study the chart. It shows how you can support an inference using textual evidence.
What You Know

A person with
positive feelings
about a type of work
usually wants that
work to continue.

+

What the Text Says
answers to several significant
questions about giant squids.”
about the creature still need
solving.”

=

Inference

The author thinks that
scientists should keep
researching the giant
squid.

continue?”

By using text evidence and what you already know, you can make and support inferences.
In a way, you make the same kinds of educated guesses that scientists do when they
study mysterious creatures of the deep!

Part 2: Modeled Instruction

Lesson 3

Read the first part of a scientific account about Bigfoot.
Genre: Scientific Account

A Scientist’s Search for Bigfoot

by Tetsuo Fujii

Dr. Jeffrey Meldrum is an Associate Professor of Anatomy and Anthropology at Idaho State
University. He specializes in primate foot structure—a category that includes apes, monkeys,
and humans. His interests also include evaluating footprints that some claim are left by a
mythical North American ape known as Bigfoot.
Meldrum’s laboratory houses more than 200 casts and artifacts relating to Bigfoot. Although
he believes that some samples are hoaxes, others interest him, such as unidentified hair and
unique casts of muscle and foot-bone anatomy.
(continued)

Explore how to answer this question: “Dr. Meldrum thinks that some samples are hoaxes, but others
interest him. Why is he most likely interested in those other samples?”
Reread the second paragraph. It suggests what Dr. Meldrum thinks, but does not state it directly.
Look for details suggesting why Meldrum is interested in the other samples. One detail is listed
in the second column; write another detail there. Then complete the inference statement.
What You Know

interested in
something, he or she
might think it has
scientific value.

+

What the Text Says

than 200 casts and artifacts relating
to Bigfoot.”

=

Inference
Dr. Meldrum is most likely
interested in those other
samples because . . .

keep samples that
could lead to a
discovery.

On the lines below, explain how the details you presented in the chart support your inference.

Part 3: Guided Instruction

Lesson 3

Continue reading the account about Meldrum’s research. Use the
Close Reading and the Hint to help you answer the question.

Close Reading
What do most other
scientists think about
Meldrum’s work?
Underline the sentence
that tells how they feel
about it.

(continued from page 20)

Many anthropologists criticize Meldrum’s work. They feel he
is trying to find an imaginary creature that exists only in
folklore. Meldrum tells critics he is not saying that Bigfoot
exists. He just believes there is enough evidence to justify
scientific investigation.
Unsurprisingly, most anthropologists reject Meldrum’s
evidence. Dr. David J. Daegling, a University of Florida
anthropologist who thinks Meldrum’s methods of analyzing data
are unscientific, sums up this feeling: “Meldrum’s evidence
doesn’t look better on deeper analysis; it looks worse.”

Hint

Circle the correct answer.

Which choice gives
evidence of what most
scientists think of Bigfoot
research?

Which sentence from the account best supports the idea that most
scientists do not find value in investigating Bigfoot artifacts?
A “Many anthropologists criticize Meldrum’s work.”
B “They feel he is trying to find an imaginary creature that exists only
in folklore.”
C “Meldrum tells critics he is not saying that Bigfoot exists.”
D “He just believes there is enough evidence to justify scientific
investigation.”

Show Your Thinking
Look at the answer you chose above. Explain how the evidence in your answer helped show
that most scientists do not find value in investigating Bigfoot artifacts.

Part 4: Guided Practice

Lesson 3

Read the scientific account. Use the Study Buddy and Close Reading to guide your reading.
Genre: Scientific Account

Tales of Chupacabras

As I read, I’m going to
underline clues that
help me infer the
author’s viewpoint about
chupacabras.

Close Reading
According to the author,
why do people hope
that chupacabras are
real? Underline a
sentence that shows the
author’s explanation.

by Cynthia Burnham

1

Legend tells of the chupacabra, a monster that sucks the
blood of livestock. Chupacabra means “goat sucker” in
Spanish. For many in the southwestern United States and
Mexico, these tales are more than just stories; they have been
accepted as fact. In Puerto Rico in 1995, hundreds of livestock
fatalities were blamed on the chupacabra.

2

Some describe chupacabras as two-legged, lizard-like
creatures with claws, spikes, and piercing red eyes. Others
insist they are hairless, four-legged creatures that are part
kangaroo, part dog, and part rat. Many similar beasts have
been brought to labs for DNA testing, but most have been
coyotes with mange, a disease that strips animals of fur.

3

Why do we want these mythical beasts to be real? Surely
not because we want livestock to fall prey to vampires!
Perhaps it is because of our natural desire to shed light on
the unknown. Scientists constantly identify new life-forms.
According to the World Wildlife Federation, more than
1,200 species of plants and vertebrates were discovered in the
Amazon rain forest between 1999 and 2009. Given this fact,
the idea that undiscovered species could exist empowers our
imaginations and gives us hope.

4

Although we have explored much of this planet, there
are still creatures that lurk in the underbrush, evading
recognition. That is a thrilling concept. So even as evidence
mounts against the existence of chupacabras, a part of us
hopes that one will creep from the shadows and boggle our
minds.

What examples of new
discoveries does the
author give? Underline
the evidence that new
creatures have been
discovered.

Part 4: Guided Practice

Hints
Think about the word
choice in each sentence.
Which choice helps you
infer what the author
actually thinks about
chupacabras?

Lesson 3

Use the Hints on this page to help you answer the questions.
1 A student makes the following claim about the author of “Tales of

Chupacabras.”
The author believes that chupacabras are imaginary even though
she would like to think they exist.
Which sentence from the text best supports this claim?
A

“Chupacabra means ‘goat sucker’ in Spanish.”

B

“Some describe chupacabras as two-legged, lizard-like
creatures with claws, spikes, and piercing red eyes.”

C

“Why do we want these mythical beasts to be real?”

D “Scientists constantly identify new life-forms.”
Which sentence offers
support for why people
hope chupacabras
are real?

2 Which sentence from the text explains why the author thinks

people want to believe in chupacabras?
A

“For many in the southwestern United States and Mexico, these
tales are more than just stories: they have been accepted as fact.”

B

“Legend tells of the chupacabra, a monster that sucks the blood
of livestock.”

C

“Others insist they are hairless four-legged creatures that are
part kangaroo, part dog, and part rat.”

D “Perhaps it is because of our natural desire to shed light on
the unknown.”
What kinds of life-forms
were discovered
between 1999 and 2009?
What is the author’s
purpose for including
this evidence?

3 Explain how the examples of recent scientific discoveries support

the idea that chupacabras may one day be found. Use details from
the text in your explanation.

6th grade students and families,

Please find the math work assigned for Monday, March 23, 2020 – Friday, March 27, 2020. All work can
be completed and submitted on a separate sheet of paper. If possible, work on IXL.com and
khanacademy.org. I have created usernames and passwords for each student – reach out if your student
would like theirs.

Stay safe and healthy – I can be reached at jhain@pfpcs.org at any time!

Ms. Hain

Name: _________________________________

Section:______________

#: ___________

Monday, March 23, 2020 à Statistics Review
OBJECTIVE: Scholars will be able to create a dot plot of a given data set. Scholars will be able to analyze
a dot plot to answer questions about a data set.
DO NOW (NO CALCULATOR):

1. Divide:

2. Divide:

18 ÷

"$
#%

÷

&
'

"
"#

DAILY PRACTICE:
1. Consider the following two distributions of times it takes six students to get to school in the morning and
to go home from school in the afternoon.

To visualize the means and variability, draw a dot plot for each of the two distributions.

Which commute is more consistent? How do you know? What measure did you use? (mean, median,
mode, range, IQR)

Name: _________________________________

Section:______________

#: ___________

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 à Statistics Review
OBJECTIVE: Scholars will be able to understand that a set of data collected has a distribution which can
be described by its center (mean, median), spread (range, IQR), and overall shape (symmetric, skewed right,
skewed left).
DO NOW:
1. Evaluate the expression below.
9" − 3" # + 10 when x = 3

2. A movie theater is playing 3 movies. The length, in minutes, of each movie is shown in the table below.

What is the mean length, in minutes, of the 3 movies playing at the theater?
*Mean = Average. Add numbers together; divide that sum by how many numbers you added.

A. 42
B. 102
C. 106
D. 318

DAILY PRACTICE:

Remember for #3: IQR = Q3 – Q1
Interquartile Range = Quartile 3 (middle of upper half) – Quartile 1 (middle of lower half)

3. Luke recorded the number of days it rained each month for 12 months. He made a box plot to represent
the data, as shown below.

What is the interquartile range of the data in Luke’s box plot?
A. 11
B. 9
C. 8
D. 5

4. A store sells different-colored pens. The circle graph below represents all pens for sale at the store.

There are 200 black pens for sale at the store. How many blue pens are for sale at the store?
A. 70
B. 115
C. 175
D. 190

5. The number of siblings for a group of sixth grade students is shown below:

a. Find the mean of the data (add the numbers together and divide the sum by how many numbers you
added).

b. Find the median of the data (put numbers in order from least to greatest, find the middle number – if
there are 2 numbers in the middle – add them together and divide by 2).

Name: _________________________________

Section:______________

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 à Statistics Review
1. The box-and-whisker plot shows the home run hits in a season by different players.

a. What is the median of the data?

b. What is the interquartile range of the data?

2. The table below shows the average speeds of winds in different cities.
What is the range of the data (maximum – minimum)?

#: ___________

DAILY REVIEW:
3. Zoe recorded the number of hours she worked each day for 5 days. Her data set is shown in the box
below.

a. What is the median number of hours Zoe worked for the 5 days? Show or explain how you got
your answer.

b. What is the mean number of hours Zoe worked for the 5 days? Show or explain how you got your
answer.

4. Lance also recorded the number of hours he worked each day for 5 days. His data set is shown in the box
below.

a. Which measure is the same for both Zoe’s and Lance’s data sets: median, mean, or range? Show or
explain how you got your answer.

Name: _________________________________

Section:______________

#: ___________

Thursday, March 26, 2020 à Statistics Review
VOCABULARY REVIEW: Match the vocabulary word below with its definition on this page. Use each
word once.

Denominator

Numerator

Quotient

Product

Sum

Difference

Divisor

Dividend

1.

___________________________ The answer you get when subtracting two numbers.

2.

___________________________ The number below the fraction bar in a fraction.

3.

___________________________ The number that a division problem starts with; the number that will
be divided.

4.

___________________________ The number that does the dividing in a division problem. The
number that is used to divided another number.

5.

___________________________ The answer to an addition problem.

6.

___________________________ The answer to a multiplication problem.

7.

___________________________ The answer to a division problem.

8.

___________________________ The number that is above the fraction bar in a fraction.

DAILY REVIEW:
9. The heights of 5 sixth-grade students are given in centimeters (cm) in the table below.

Which of the following statistical measures results in the same number as Linda’s height?

10. Look at the box-and-whisker plot of pumpkin weights.

What is the median pumpkin weight?

Name: _________________________________

Section:______________

Friday, March 27, 2020 à Statistics Review

#: ___________

DAILY REVIEW (SHOW ALL WORK):
7. The circle graph below represents the number of cars in a parking lot and their colors.

If 25% of the cars in the parking lot are white, how many cars in the parking lot are silver?
A. 32
B. 36
C. 42
D. 56

8.

There were 5 players in a game.
2 players scored 40 points each.
2 players scores 50 points each.
1 player scores 90 points.

What was the mean number of points scored by the 5 players in the game?
A. 36
B. 50
C. 54
D. 60

